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Trump Shooting Incident

1 On July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pennsylvania, a bullet
grazed Trump’s right ear. He ducked on stage, pressing
his hand to his ear with a serious expression. Just as
he was about to leave the stage, he vaised his fist and
yelled, “Fight!” With less than four months remaining
until the November presidential election, Trump and
Biden were closely tied in the polls. In an effort to calm

the mudslinging, President Biden issued a statement:

“There is no place in America for this kind of violence or
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Vocabulary Check ) DLO2 @ CD1=02

ROFEBEDBHRELTASDLVWEDZa~eN0BUVEL & Do

1. intense ( )
2. candidate ( )
3. pivotal ( )
4. strain ( )
5. scenic ( )

a person competing for a job or an elected position
to cause anxiety or an issue
having or enabling you to view beautiful natural features

important because other things rely on it

® a0 oo

extreme and powerful, or very strong
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Trump Shooting Incident

ER On July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pennsylvania, a bullet
grazed Trump’s right ear. He ducked on stage, pressing
his hand to his ear with a serious expression. Just as
he was about to leave the stage, he raised his fist and
yelled, “Fight!” With less than four months remaining
until the November presidential election, Trump and
Biden were closely tied in the polls. In an effort to calm
the mudslinging, President Biden issued a statement:
“There is no place in America for this kind of violence or
any violence for that matter. An assassination attempt
is contrary to everything we stand for as a nation.”
The shooting that struck Trump during his speech
caused shock worldwide. Meanwhile, Pennsylvania has
received intense focus. Why is this state so important
in the presidential election? Let’s explore how the

presidential election works and the issues involved.

Pennsylvania: A Microcosm of the United States

] What is Pennsylvania’s geographical profile? The
state features Philadelphia in the east, where the
Declaration of Independence was adopted in 1776;
an industrial belt centered on Pittsburgh in the west;
and vast rural areas of the Midwest. Urban regions
usually favor the Democratic Party, whereas farming
and industrial areas tend to support the Republican
Party, perfectly showing the political divide seen across
the entire country. In a sense, Pennsylvania is a small-
scale reflection of America. That’'s why the winner
of this state often has a strong chance of becoming
president. This raises an important question. Most

people believe that U.S. voters directly choose the

Notes

Cgraze 795 DTHB
Cduck HDHE

Cpresidential election AfFTEZEZE
[be tied in the polls 1HZRFAETHE

LThd
Omudslinging SBEA

[Jassassination F&3%

[IDeclaration of Independence ¥k
NEE

Cadopt ~&#IRT 2

Opolitical divide BUAHID#T
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presidential candidate. So, why does the race come

down to a battle for individual states?

The Presidential Election and the Elector

Let’'s examine how the U.S. presidential election
functions. In fact, it is not a direct vote by the voters.
It’s an indirect vote cast by the elector / electoral
college. Voters in each state select a presidential
candidate from the Democratic and Republican
nominees, and then the electors from those states
cast the final votes. The number of electors differs
greatly by state, reflecting each state’s population.
In total, there are 538 electors: 100 from the Senate,
435 from the House of Representatives, and
3 from Washington, D.C. To become president, a
candidate must win a majority of these electors—
at least 270 votes. In all states except Maine and
Nebraska, the candidate who wins the popular vote
in that state “takes all” of its electoral votes. This
system is called a “winner-take-all” approach, applied
separately in each state. For instance, California has 54
electoral votes; if the Democratic candidate wins
there, they take all 54 votes. This causes California to
become “blue.” Since electors are based on population,
this difference is quite significant. However, in most
states nationwide, party support remains largely fixed

and unwavering. The so-called “purple” or “swing”

© Palinchak

Notes

Cindirect vote [E#5I%E

[CJwinner-take-all FEHAEL)

(Junwavering HEEEL/
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states—those that can swing either way—typically

serve as the key battlegrounds in an election.

Swing States

What exactly are swing states? They refer to
battleground regions where support for the Democratic
and Republican parties is roughly equal, and they
play a crucial role in deciding the presidential election
outcome. There are currently seven swing states,
accounting for a total of 93 electoral votes. Michigan,
Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania are in the “Rust Belt,”
a region known for declining industrial activity. In
contrast, North Carolina, Georgia, Arizona, and Nevada
are located in the “Sun Belt,” south of the 37th parallel.
In the “Rust Belt,” agriculture and manufacturing
workers play a crucial role, whereas in the “Sun Belt,”
support from Black and Hispanic voters is essential.
Additionally, this region partly overlaps with the “Bible
Belt,” which has a large Christian population. As the
U.S. becomes more polarized, these seven states are

pivotal in determining the country’s future.

Visualizing Division: /rresistible

I# Why are swing states so essentialin U.S. presidential
elections? Let’s watch the film Irresistible (2020). Set

Notes

[JRust Belt ZANNILN (AAHE
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(JSunBelt H>~NJLh(JL#E37ELL
ROKERFEEE)
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in a small town in Wisconsin, the movie illustrates the
intense electoral contest between the Democratic and
Republican parties. This comedy shows how political
division has permeated everyday life, causing families
to split, friendships to strain, and communities to
become broken and exhausted. Frequent visits and
speeches by candidates, large campaign investments,
and intrusive media strategies that invade privacy—
all expose rural areas to political ideologies, making

the division evident.

Swing County

I3 Finally, let’s return to Pennsylvania. In the state’s
northwest lies a county known as “bellwether” for
presidential elections. It is the scenic Erie County,
situated on the shores of Lake Erie. This area
exemplifies Pennsylvania and is often called “Swing
County.” Professor Joe Morris from Mercyhurst
University states, “There are few counties in the United
States that tell us as much about the likely outcome of
a presidential election as Erie County, Pennsylvania.”
In fact, since 2008, the candidate who wins here has
typically gone on to win the presidential election.
If that’s the case, Erie County becomes an easy
target for the media, and division creeps into
everyday life. If this county decides the future of the
whole country, does that make elections in other
counties and states insignificant? This highlights
the core issue with placing too much focus on
swing states. The presidential election is marked by

numerous contradictions.

Notes

Celectoral contest #Z¥k
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Comprehension Check 1

AXDABRE—HTDHEDET. —BMLABVWEDRFZREVZEL £ 5.

A S

. Following the incident in Butler, the election race between Mr. Trump and Mr.

Biden became even more intense. [T/F]
Pennsylvania is an agriculture-focused state with vast farmland. [T/F]
The number of electors is proportional to a state’s GDP. [T/F]
Worker support plays a vital role in the Rust Belt. [T/F]

Swing states receive a lot of attention and are therefore exploited by the media.

[T/F]

Focusing heavily on swing states is crucial for a smooth presidential election

process. [T/F]

Comprehension Check 2

AXDABEAD LI, BRENOREBULELDZERVEL £ 5,

1.

2.

What kind of area is centered on Pittsburgh in western Pennsylvania?

a. An agricultural area
b. An industrial area
c. A tourist area

What is the number of electors required to win the presidential election?

a. 55
b. 270
c. 435

3. Which of the following states is not classified as a swing state?

a. Wisconsin
b. Arizona
c. California

Unit1 Elector
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Thinking and Talking

1. Using the text as a reference, work in pairs to explain swing states and electors

to each other.

2. Just like Florida and Ohio once did, swing states shift with each presidential

election. Look up these changes online and discuss them.

(o]
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