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Chapter 8

The Relationship between
Japan and the UK

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels (1726)

7
BAREAFYRDORBICIEEFEN I FKRE (BEX8HRE) tHNETH. ZNICEIHDHLT. &<HD
RICSESEBRRADBNE Lo ZDIEZFBICEIRLTVWEDN, Y3FPY - RV b
DIA)T7—kkiTE) TL& Do RICULA, 18HICHAD 1726 F(COY FYTHIITENIZZ DGR
TlE EALDFNZU—FEDS E LTEBEAIEHINTVEDTIH D, BRNBEREDERIC,
BARICHTZ1CF Y RADEABRBEADBNTW=DTL &5,

]
O

0

@ Warm-Up

RD1~BIZD2WT, V5AA—PEELEVEL LD,

O

1. Have you ever read Gulliver’s Travels, either in English or in Japanese? If so, what

was your impression of it?

2. What activities or places would you recommend to British people visiting Japan for
the first time?

3. Which people are shown in the following pictures? What do you know about them?
(1 Kazuo Ishiguro: a Nobel Prize-winning British novelist, born in Nagasaki ( )

(@ Soseki Natsume: a famous Japanese writer who wrote I Am a Cat, Botchan,

Sorekara, and several other works ( )

(® Hiroyuki Sanada: a Japanese actor who won a Golden Globe Award for his role in

the television series Shogun ( )

(EPA=Jiji) o (PA Images/Jiji Press Photo) (Public domain, via Wikimedia
Commons)
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Vocabulary Building (HDL23 -@cDi=go

ROBICROBENEERPFARFERATRETEAZL & Do

1. account ( ) 6. fascination ( )
2. casual ( ) 7. observer ( )
3. depiction ( ) 8. solemn ( )
4. eventually ( ) 9. strait ( )
5. extensive ( ) 10. underway ( )

a description of something in words or through painting

a narrow passage of water connecting two seas or large areas of water
a person who watches something or someone

a report or description of an event or experience

attracting the strong attention and interest of a person or people
covering or affecting a large area

formal and dignified

happening now, in progress

in the end

relaxed and unconcerned

@ While Reading

RDBAIEEBUBDP SR EHEAEL £,

T oo F@e@ 202000

1. HREA F) ZAOFELREPIIMEH L7259,

2. HREAF) ZOBRIZED L HWVHRNWTWE DA D, F720 TORKITVD, T X
IHHEFE - 72DEAH S,

3. HREA XY ZOBRICBWTEER AW HRFIIMES 9,

English Couple (Igirisujin)
by Utagawa Yoshitora Herman Moll (Courtesy of Noriyuki Harada)
(Public domain, via Wikimedia

Commons)

The Relationship between Japan and the UK

55



@ Reading Passage ©cp1-81 ~ ©@cD1-88

20

25

30

35

56

Japan and the United Kingdom have a surprising amount in common, although
it may not always seem so to the casual observer. Both are island nations, and both are
next to much larger landmasses. Both have been empires, both have historically had
societies based on class, and both value good manners and personal space above all else.
Perhaps it is for some or all of these reasons that many people of one country often remark
how comfortable they are in the other, despite surface differences in language, food, and
other areas.

European fascination with Japan goes back to the late thirteenth century, when
Marco Polo brought back tales of the exotic East from his extensive travels. Descriptions
of the country appeared in English in 1577, with an article by Richard Wylles entitled Of
the Ilande Giapan appearing in a book on travel.

In 1600, the British adventurer William Adams landed at Usuki in Oita,
eventually becoming a samurai, although the two countries would not become close until
more than two hundred years later. The excerpt below from Gulliver’s Travels in 1726,
where Lemuel Gulliver finds himself in Japan, reflects the idea of the country as a kind of

magical, unreal location in the British eighteenth-century mind.

There is indeed a perpetual commerce between this kingdom and the
great empire of Japan; and it is very probable, that the Japanese authors may
have given some account of the Struldbrugs; but my stay in Japan was so short,
and I was so entirely a stranger to the language, that I was not qualified to make
any inquiries. But I hope the Dutch, upon this notice, will be curious and able
enough to supply my defects. ...

On the 6th day of May, 1709, I took a solemn leave of his majesty, and
all my friends. This prince was so gracious as to order a guard to conduct me
to Glanguenstald, which is a royal port to the south-west part of the island. In
six days I found a vessel ready to carry me to Japan, and spent fifteen days in
the voyage. We landed at a small port-town called Xamoschi, situated on the
south-east part of Japan; the town lies on the western point, where there is a
narrow strait leading northward into a long arm of the sea, upon the north-west

part of which, Yedo, the metropolis, stands.

Gulliver’s encounters with fantastic creatures and locations of all types, from
giants and talking horses to cities floating in the air, seem to fit well with the exotic land
of the passage above, making it the perfect point of return to the ‘real’ world in the novel,
and showing how people understood Japan in Britain at the time.

About one hundred years later, Japan and Britain signed a friendship treaty in
1854. However, the great distance and difficulty of travel meant that people in the UK
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knew of Japan but didn’t know much about it, and the same was true of people in Japan.
This led to the popularity in England of works such as The Mikado, a ‘Japanese’ musical
by W.S. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan, from 1885. It was fanciful and not a very accurate
depiction of the people or the country, yet was part of a general fascination with Japanese
culture. This interest was certainly returned by Japanese artists and writers in the
same period. For example, an 1860 ukiyo-e print called Igirisujin, or An English Couple
by Utagawa Yoshitora shows a woman on horseback attended by a British man, complete
with beard, cigarette, and bowler hat.

By the twentieth century, important Japanese figures such as Soseki Natsume
and Yonejiro Noguchi, known as Yone Noguchi in the West, were choosing to spend
time in London, looking for creative inspiration. Lafcadio Hearn, born in Lefkada, a
British protectorate, lived in Japan and taught at Tokyo Imperial University (later the
University of Tokyo). The British Council was established in Japan in the middle of the
century and British popular music gained a huge number of new fans when The Beatles
performed at the Nippon Budokan in 1966. The future Emperor of Japan, Naruhito,
studied at the University of Oxford, and many young British people came to Japan under
the JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Programme. It was an exciting time for the
relationship between both countries.

Japan and the United Kingdom have further deepened their economic, political,
and cultural ties in the twenty-first century. If you visit London, you will find sushi shops
and art galleries selling Japanese prints everywhere. In Tokyo, you can buy British tea
or clothing at many stores, then go out to a traditional English pub for a plate of fish and
chips. Now, as the twenty-first century is underway, the two nations have a stronger bond
of friendship than ever.

(802 words)

NEEEE

1.9 Marco Polo: vV « F—1 (1254%-1324)0 £ ¥V T DT =42V 4 TORAT. HY OO [H05 BB 12
# L7 [1.10Richard Wylles: ) F ¥ — F - 7 4 1) 2 (1546-1577), [HAEIZDOW ] idu v F o THIS N7z,

.12 William Adams: 7 1 ) 7 & - 75 A A (1564-1620). HA%, =ilifist. + 9 ¥ 5y — 7 75 TREE B0
KAL) FAMFICIEAS . 114 Gulliver’s Travels: [/ 7 7 —lgfiitlc 7ANVT ¥ FHBOERY a FH > - A1 7
b (1667-1745) {E. 17264, w1 > K THATE Nz AAE (V)8 M) RKAE (Tu7 574 5 7) 2iin b AL
OHF RN ERITHARTD BR LA, Hid, BREE (5 7—%) dillok, HARICD EBELTW2,

1.35 a friendship treaty in 1854: HIEMBISA . HAL 4 F Y XD THikk SN RADOSKK .  1.38 The Mikado:
188BAEMHEN T I v 7 - FXRTF, HARBOBER AW ZBLECTUROA ) ABHZBR L2 DT, BUETLA ¥ AT
OO RSN D, 142 Igirisujin: WII5PE CEERERT, L RARARN 2 S BIARA PN 20 TR L 72
PR %) 12 X 23148, 1.46 Yonejiro Noguchi: 7 IR RER (1875-1947) YK TIHHE L7258 A /MK, FFam
Ko 1.47 Lafcadio Hearn: 57 /1 7 14 4 - /"— 2 (1850-1904) . HA%., /NREAE, MK, BFER, FCEHIES.
FYIXIZEEFN, TANVITI VY FTEL, TAVATY v —F YA ML ELTHERLAZICKH, 149 The British
Council: 7V F 1 v Y2« h7 ¥ ¥ 19344124 V) ABUFIC X » TR SN2 80 % B, .51 The
future Emperor of Japan, Naruhito: 4 FFET (1960-). HADHE126fCKERET, BAMIIME . +27 A7+ —=FKk
Fx—br - alby ViZFEN, .58 JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Programme: i iE % &% B2
R NIRRT
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@ Getting the Gist JyoL2e @ corso

BREZEVT, AXDOAREEEIHBDICEITE, Re2HDICIIFERLEL £ D,

1. ( ) 2. ( ) 3. ( ) 4. ( ) 5. ( )

@ Looking into the Details

ANESBLELFS, ROREEHRIEEL &, FNTHEWVERIE. 18—y b E
THEANEL &£ 9,

Who When ‘Where ‘What
Richard Wylles 1577 1. wrote an article about Japan
Willam Adams |2 | Japan landed in Japan and became a samurai
Soseki Natsume | 20th century Britain 3.
The Beatles 4 Japan performed at the Nippon Budokan
Naruhito 5. Britain 6.
You (or choosea | 7- 8. 9.
person)

@ Summarising

58

ROEFRICELEBFEAEANT, AXOEHEERSEEZL £ 5,

Japan and the United Kingdom share (1- s ) as island nations
with histories of empire, class-based societies, and an emphasis on manners, which
aids in mutual (2 u ). European interest in Japan began in the
thirteenth century with Marco Polo, and descriptions in English appeared by the late
sixteenth century. Early contact included the arrival of William Adams in 1600, though it
took longer for a (3 ¢ ) relationship to develop. In the eighteenth
century, works like Gulliver’s Travels depicted Japan as (% e )
and mysterious, reflecting British perceptions of the time. Limited knowledge and
difficult (5t ) in the nineteenth century resulted in fanciful
representations such as The Mikado, while Japanese artists also depicted Britain
through their own cultural lens. By the twentieth century, cultural exchanges expanded
through writers, students, (& m ), and organisations. Today, both
nations enjoy strong (7 e ), political, and cultural connections,

apparent in the widespread sharing of food, art, and tradition.
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@ Conversation and Writing dyDL25 @ ep1=90

AXDEANEZEZEICLT. () ADBAXBICEILIICRDSHEETERSERL £,
ERLAES7TAX—MERFL, REZROTHBLEL £ 5,

Prof. Halladay: Today, we will start with a discussion about -

(BAREI—Ov/COBRDIBRED)
Hiro, do you know how it started?
Hiro: In a sense, it started in Europe, not in Japan. It wasn’t a mutual one, either.

Prof. Halladay: That’s right. 2

through his tales of the exotic East in the thirteenth
(BRI - R—OIcLOAHTBAShELR)

century. But almost all Japanese didn’t know of Europe at that time.

Hiro: 1 learned that in 1854, Japan and Britain signed a friendship treaty. It was the
real beginning of our mutual relationship, wasn’t it? But regrettably, in World
War 11 3-

(MEEBKRA LD TEL,. ThiEEDbDhFELRK)
Prof. Halladay: Have you ever had any personal experiences that reflect our current

good relationship, Hiro?
Hiro: Yes. We had an ALT in our high school and had a very good time then. 4

as well as 1n class.

(RIFFRIVEEZRL T, IcBICRBORBRRZHA TI<NEK LK)

@ Extra Activities

El Discussion

RD1-21C2WT, V77 AA—PMERELEVEL £ D,

1. What do you think about cultural similarities and differences between Japan and
the UK?

2. Why do you think Jonathan Swift chose to describe Japan in Gulliver’s Travels?

ﬂ Words to Remember

Ri3Tom Hitchens DHEEZLAEETYT.,. COFEICAHSNAEKICOVWTEZ.
J7AX—PMEBELEVEL £

‘The relationship between Japan and Britain has been a voyage of discovery.
We have discovered a great deal about each other’.  apan is Back, Britain is Back, 2014)
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