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Foreword

World News Tonight with David Muir, the flagship news program of the American
Broadcasting Company (ABC), is enjoyed by millions of Americans each evening
at 6:30 p.m. It consistently ranks among the top-rated news programs in the
United States, and for good reason. With its long history of fair and balanced
reporting, the program covers issues that matter both domestically and
internationally. A news broadcast not only has a responsibility to report events
accurately, but also to set the agenda by deciding which stories deserve public
attention. World News Tonight excels in both respects: It strives to present the
news without bias while selecting topics that genuinely inform and engage the
public. These qualities make it an ideal foundation for a news-based English

textbook for students.

The publication of this textbook now spans four decades, reflecting the ongoing
desire of students to learn English through engaging, real-world content. From the
hundreds of stories broadcast each year on World News Tonight, we have carefully
selected fifteen recent and relevant reports for this edition. Special attention was
given to choosing stories that are both engaging and varied, appealing to a wide
range of learners. Topics range from inspiring scientific achievements, such as the
return of the Artemis II crew to Earth and the long-awaited full opening of Egypt’s
Grand Museum, to pressing social issues, including Cuba’s ongoing crisis and the
largest nurses’ strike in New York City’s history. The collection also features
moving human-interest stories, from families checking off bucket-list dreams to
tributes honoring Jane Goodall and the lasting legacy of Jesse Jackson. With this
range of meaningful topics and thoughtfully structured activities, we aim to help
learners improve their English while also expanding their understanding of the

world.

The textbook is organized so that learners can ease into each chapter by
previewing gist questions and learning key vocabulary they will hear in the news
story video. This vocabulary is carefully selected based on frequency, usefulness,
and importance for understanding the story. The activities that follow each news
story consolidate learning through comprehension checks and a variety of input
and output activities. Each chapter concludes with interactive discussion questions
that encourage learners to connect new knowledge with their own experiences and

perspectives.



Adopting authentic broadcast news material for classroom use is a powerful way
to build English skills while also developing awareness of world affairs and the
critical thinking skills essential for young people in today’s interconnected world.
Because news language is often formal, much of its vocabulary overlaps with
what appears on standardized tests such as the TOEFL and TOEIC, making it

potentially useful as a supplementary resource for exam preparation.

We hope this textbook inspires you to stay informed about global events, think
critically about the information you encounter, and engage more deeply with the

world around you. Best wishes for your studies!

January 2027
Kris Ramonda
Noriko Inoue
Shigeru Yamane
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News Story

Air Date: February 18, 2026
Duration: 2'02"

Social Media's Impact
on Teens

B What did Mark Zuckerberg talk about in court?
1.
B Why are some people worried about Instagram?

] serore vouwatoh the news

o)) A Vocabulary Check: Choose the correct definition for each of the words below.

dHDL14 @ D122

1. testify ( ) a. to experience something difficult

2. addictive ( ) b. difficult to stop using or doing

3. lawsuit ( ) c. alegal case against a person or an organization
4. go through ( ) d. to give information in court

5. contribute to ( ) e. to help cause something

B Fill in the blanks with appropriate expressions from the Vocabulary Check above.
Change the word forms where necessary.

1. The victim brought a ( ) against the driver of the car that hit him.
2. Over 20 witnesses were called to ( ) during the case.
3. Increased international competition ( ) a decline in the

company’s profits.

4. Many soft drinks contain caffeine, which is mildly ( ).
5. During the recession, the company ( ) some truly severe financial
difficulties.
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a Focus on the News Story ]

D. Muir: Tonight, the CEO of Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, on the stand

today. Mark Zuckerberg testifying at a landmark case now. The company's
accused of making Instagram addictive to children and teens. Here's
Elizabeth Schulze tonight.

5 E. Schulze: Tonight, Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg grilled ™

in a landmark trial over claims

Instagram is designed to be addictive for kids and teens. The case centered
on a 20-year-old, who says she started using social media at age 10. Her
lawsuit claiming the app’s features got her hooked, eventually leading to
10 depression, anxiety, and body image issues. Zuckerberg defending Instagram’s

. . 2.
current restrictions . But

saying, “I always wish we could have gotten there sooner.” And testifying,
“The company has acknowledged for a while that people get around the age

restrictions.”

15 Zuckerberg also pressed about an internal email appearing to show goals to
boost the time spent on apps by 12%. The Meta CEO testifying, “We changed
that.” Zuckerberg on the stand two years after a Capitol Hill hearing, where

he apologized to families *

20 M. Zuckerberg, CEO, Meta: I'm sorry for everything you have all been through. No one
should have to go through the things that your families have suffered.
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E. Schulze: In a statement today, Meta saying they disagree with the allegations in

25

the lawsuit. Adding, “The evidence will show the plaintiff faced many

significant, difficult challenges well before she ever used social media.”

. ’ . 4,
Maurine Molak’s son, David,

. She says social media contributed to David’s

depression and anxiety.

M. Molak, co-founder, Parents for Safe Online Spaces: They know exactly what their

30

platforms are doing. They are addicting kids and that *

E. Schulze: David, YouTube is also on trial, but denies the allegations. TikTok and

Snapchat were named in the lawsuit but settled. This trial is seen as a

bellwether * against

social media nationwide. David?

35 D. Muir: Elizabeth Schulze reporting tonight. Elizabeth, thanks.
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¢)) A Listen to the news story and fill in the blanks in the text.
© D123 Normal @) CD1=24-(Slow]

B Multiple Choice Questions: Select the best answer to each question.

1. The main accusation against Meta in the landmark trial was that
a. Meta secretly sold children’s personal information to advertising companies.
b. Meta designed Instagram to make it addictive to children.
c. Meta created fake accounts on Instagram to boost the number of young

users.

2. The 20-year-old plaintiff claimed in the lawsuit that
a. addiction caused by the app’s features led to her mental health issues.
b. Instagram deleted her account after her complaint about harmful content.

c. social media prevented her from attending school regularly.

3. Which platform has NOT settled the lawsuit mentioned in the report?
a. TikTok
b. YouTube
c. Snapchat

4. How is this trial of Meta viewed in the U.S.?
a. The company may succeed in preventing young users from creating accounts.
b. It is the first case in America involving complaints about mental health
issues.

c. It is seen as a precedent that could affect the course of many similar lawsuits.
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¢)) € Translate the following Japanese into English. Then listen to the CD and practice

40

the conversation with your partner. d»DL15 @ D125

A:

: I understand. I started using Instagram in high school. ™

That was a serious news story. I started using social media when I was 12.

Looking at postings of other people made me feel depressed sometimes.

. We also need to

manage our screen time.
That’s true. But shouldn't companies protect children? They know their apps

can be addictive.

: I think so. My younger brother is 13. He can watch short videos for hours

without noticing the time.

Exactly. *

: I agree. But social media can also be positive. I've made friends online who

share my interests.

That's a good point. *

1. TH, 77V REITOEETIERVWERD,

V=20 AT A TIRBICEDZEEH DT E, REIFFEELBEDAVIILAILZITDWN
TEEBRABNRERL,
BHICESDTDYRIERS LADNS, ZOXA) Y MEEZLTWBRENH D1,



¢)) D Summary Practice: Fill in the blanks with suitable words beginning with the
letters indicated. Then listen to the CD and check your answers.

d)DL16 @ D126

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg ("'t ) before a jury in a (*1 )
trial *a ) Instagram of being intentionally (*a ) to
children and teenagers. The (*1 ) focuses on a 20-year-old
Cp ) who began using social media at age 10 and claims Instagram'’s
"f ) contributed to (>*d ), anxiety, and (*'b )
("1 ) problems. Zuckerberg defended Meta's policies, including
b ) users under 13, but admitted the company recognized that
some children bypass age ('*r ). When questioned about an
("*i ) (e ) suggesting Meta aimed to increase user time
spent on its ("*a ) by 12%, he stated the company had changed that
approach. Meta has denied the lawsuit's ('* a ), arguing the
plaintiff faced serious personal ("¢ ) even before using social
media. The trial also involved ("*Y ), while TikTok and Snapchat
have already (**'s ) similar claims. Observers believe the case could

influence more than 1,000 pending lawsuits against social media companies

(zo. n ).

E Discussion: Share your ideas and opinions with your classmates.

1. Do you think social media can influence young people’s self-image, emotions,
and daily habits? Why or why not?

2. Should social media companies be held responsible for the mental health effects

their platforms may have on children and teenagers?

3. What should parents, schools, and individuals do to make social media safer for

young users?
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