Preface

Already, you are a world traveler. Perhaps you have crossed the seas with your
family to experience far off destinations. Certainly, you have surfed the Internet
via your computer or smartphone and have viewed the rainbow of peoples and
traditions that make up our planet. Music, film and sports have also served to carry
you beyond your home in Japan to the far edges of the globe.

As a world traveler, you realize the importance of communication. You
understand the beauty and complexity of culture. You are aware of the global
impact of environmental issues and know all peoples in all lands are interconnected
by their humanity. As a world traveler then, this book is for you.

WORLD TRAVELERS takes students around the globe to promote English
language skills and offer insights into 14 different countries spread across Africa,
the Americas, Asia, Europe, the Middle East and Oceania.

The primary purpose of WORLD TRAVELERS is to encourage learning. Our
hope is that each student user will improve both his/her English language skills
and appreciation for other lands. Yet, we also hope each learner will have fun. Our

world is an amazing place. Please enjoy your journey.
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Unit 1

Malaysia

East Malaysia
West Malaysia

Capital: Kuala Lumpur

Population: 33,357,000 (2025)

Languages: Malay, Mandarin, Tamil and English

Guess and Check

A Make guesses for the following questions. Share your thoughts with your

Total Area: 330,877 km?

partner and check your answers online.

1. How many years can an orangutan live on average?

2. Which is larger, the island of Borneo or all of Japan?



‘ Malaysia is divided into two regions by the South China Sea. Fill in the
table using items from the selections below.

Largest City

Main Industry / Resources

Land Area (%)

Population (%)

Kuala Lumpur  Kuching Oil, gas, timber Manufacturing
40% 60% 20% 80%




Read the following passage about Malaysia. {&pDL02  (©)CD1-02

Eco-Tourism in Malaysia

20

25

1 Borneo is the world’s third largest island and is shared by three nations:
Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei. The island is known for its ancient rainforests
and is home to hundreds of plant and animal species that are rarely found any
place else on earth, including pygmy elephants, sun bears, clouded leopards and
more.

2 Yet, for the past many decades the area has been torn by the dilemma of
environment vs. economy. The rainforests have been chopped back for logging,
with Japan being a prime export target for timber. Palm oil plantations have also
flourished, resulting in a further loss of forests. However, conservationists now
hope that the tide may be turning and the rapid deforestation of Borneo may be
slowing down.

3 In the 1980s, about 75 percent of Borneo was covered by rainforests. Today,
that number is only 50 percent. The good news is that it has been holding at 50
percent for several years. Some claim a slowdown in the expansion of palm oil
production may have influenced this. But increased environmental awareness and
the steady growth of a new industry—eco-tourism—is also helping.

4 The symbol of the environmental movement might be the mighty orangutan.
Orangutans once roamed over all Southeast Asia, but today live only on Borneo
and the Indonesian island of Sumatra, with the higher concentration on Borneo.
Due to the loss of their rainforest habitat, only about 100,000 Bornean orangutans
remain in the wild and some say this number will plummet even further in the
years to come.

5 Efforts to protect the orangutan are gaining world-wide attention and this
has brought tourists, all eager to view this majestic and intelligent animal in its
natural home. Funds from eco-tourism are both fostering the local economy and
saving the forests. Eco-tourism seems a positive solution to the environment vs.

economy dilemma.

Notes

12
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Vocabulary Check

Match the vocabulary items from the reading with their {&hoLo3 (©cp1-03
definitions.

1. logging [2.7] - a. dignified

2. mighty reaz17 b. powerful

3. roam [2.18] c. stimulate

4. majestic [0.24] d. walk or move around
5. foster [0.25] e. tree cutting

Comprehension Check

Choose the best answers to the following questions.

1. What is the key idea of this passage?
a. Eco-tourism might be a way to prevent the deforestation of Borneo.
b. On the island of Borneo, orangutans are shared by three nations.

2. According to this passage, what is one possible reason for the slowing down of
the deforestation of Borneo?
a. A decrease in timber exports
b. A drop in palm oil production

3. Which of the following is promoting the growth of the eco-tourism industry?

a. Visitors wish to see orangutans in their natural habitat.
b. The number of orangutans is increasing.

Unit1 Malaysia 13
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Understanding the Video

Check the meaning and pronunciation of the {)pL04 (©)CD1-04
following vocabulary items from the video.

D ranger AMOREE. ElRE
|| feed £
| | abundance RE. ZE
D sighting BE
D offspring ¥
Watch the video and choose the best answers to the © ep1=05~ vorceo]

following questions.

1. What percentage of their DNA do orangutans share with humans?
a. Seventy-seven percent
b. Ninety-seven percent

2. When did the Semenggoh Wildlife Centre open?
a. In the 1940s
b. Back in 1975

3. How is the Semenggoh Wildlife Centre different from a zoo?
a. Orangutans are not in cages.
b. Tourists can feed the orangutans.

C Listen to the video and fill in the blanks. ©€D1=06~ oiceD)

The reserve took orangutans that had been rescued from
1. or suffered from 2.
3. and taught them how to live 4. in the

surrounding forest. Since then, the rehabilitation program
has been moved elsewhere. But the forest is still home to
33 orangutans, and tourists have a chance to glimpse those
tempted back by a free 5. .

Unit1  Malaysia
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2ndViewing Talking About the Video

A Watch the video again and answer the following questions about

orangutans in Borneo.

1. By how much did the number of orangutans in Borneo fall
over a 16-year period?

2. What were the causes of the decline?

3. How does the facility help orangutans?

[ >

B Take turns asking and answering the questions {pDLO5  <(©)CD1-07

above with your partner.

L Summary

Fill in the underlined parts and complete the summary of {")DL06  (O)CD1-08
the video. Hints are provided below.

Orangutans are famous residents of the Malaysian state of Sarawak on Borneo.
1.

Most of the world’s orangutans live on Borneo, and the Semenggoh Wildlife Centre

is one place where orangutans are protected and fed. This center once rescued
orangutans from captivity or saved orangutans that suffered from the loss of
rainforests and helped them live in the wild again. This rehabilitation focus has

moved to another location, but 2.

, Where tourists can view them. 3.
, but the Wildlife Center is

helping to share orangutan experiences and educate visitors.

HINTS 1. TSV —8 Y] E VI EEDEBEKRIBIHROAITY 2.33BEOHFENAS V-2V I3ERE Y 2—0ELIC
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Expand Your ldeas

Work in groups. Search for information about eco-tourism and answer the
following questions.

How can people in Japan help reduce deforestation in Borneo?

.

-

What other eco-tourism activities might be available in Malaysia?

- J
e >

What eco-tourism activities exist in Japan and other countries

- J

‘ Give a short presentation about eco-tourism in Malaysia, Japan, and other
countries, using the information above.
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