Introduction

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is internationally famous for the quality and
impartiality of its news items. BBC reporters also strive to make the news both interesting and
as easy to understand as possible.

We have chosen 15 items that we think would be of particular interest, and therefore
motivating. They are all about Britain, and British events, so learners will gain an
understanding of the life and culture of that country. Some stories are based in London and
the Home Counties, but we also visit such varied places as Cornwall in the South West,
Swansea University and Bodnant Garden in Wales, and Yorkshire and Newcastle in the North
of England. Listeners will be interested in the different accents, some of which are very strong.

The book covers such topics as education, the environment, health, transport, and a number
of social and political issues. Some aspects are also important in Japan, so there is the
opportunity to discuss and compare the two countries. In fact, many topics are of international
importance, as the world deals with the challenges posed by climate change, artificial
intelligence, and migration.

As ever, new items of vocabulary are explained, and the notes (in Japanese) will explain any
interesting points of grammar and usage of English. However the most important purpose of
this book is that the learners should be able to engage in the subject matter, research, and
then discuss together. With this in mind, we have developed discussion questions that would
encourage them to relate these new discoveries with what is already familiar to them.

The videos are easily accessible online. This will make it easy for students to study by
themselves out of class.

We hope you enjoy the book and the videos.
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A Roman Basilica in
Ancient London
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On Air Date 12 February 2025

STARTING OFF

s Setting the Scene mmp

What do you think?

1. Are you interested in archaeology? Why, or why not?

2. What do you know about when the Romans were in Britain? Was it a happy
time?

3. Do you know of any famous buildings or other structures in London? What are
they?

e Building Language

Which word (1-5) best fits which explanation (a-e)?

1. thriving
. a. actually; without exaggeration or inaccuracy
bustling

[ ]
[ : o
. b. act or process of preventing damage or deterioration
literally [ ] c. very healthy, successful, and developing well
[ ]
[ ]

preservation d. full of people and activities in an atmosphere of energy

AN S

1mpress e. make somebody admire or respect you




WATCHING THE NEWS

s Understanding Check 1 g

Read the quotes, then watch the news and match them to the right people.

a.
b.

C.

d.

... it would have been the beating heart of ancient London.
... frankly a, quite a remarkable emotion to experience.
To actually see people using and enjoying, um, the space ...

... two and a half storeys high. It was a huge, huge Roman building ...

s Understanding Check 2 g

Which is the best answer?

1. Where are the remains of the basilica?

Bo TP

They are on one of the streets of London’s Square Mile.
They are in some filing cabinets in a Roman office building.
They are in the Museum of London Archaeology.

They are in the basement of an office building in London.

2. What was the size of the basilica?

Bo TP

It was 40 metres wide and 20 metres long, and two and a half metres high.
It was 400 square metres, and over two metres high.
It was 40 metres long and 20 metres wide, and over two storeys high.

It was almost as big as London.

3. Why did the redevelopers have to move the positions of the columns?

Bo TP

The building was about to be redeveloped.

They didn’t want to destroy the special stones that they had found.
They wanted to be able to see people enjoying the space.

They planned to open the site to the public.



What do you remember?

4. Why was this discovery important for our understanding of the history of London?

5. What sort of place was the basilica two thousand years ago?

6. Is London’s Square Mile the only place where we can find remains of Roman London?

Background Information
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e Filling Gaps @m0 ©m 103

Watch the news, then fill the gaps in the text.

Rebecca Morelle: It’s a (' ) modern city. But a rich history lies
beneath the streets of London’s Square Mile. Now, a new (? )
goes back to the city’s very beginnings. And it’s in the (3 ) of this
building.

5 Morelle: I mean, you can see this is definitely an office building.
Sophie Jackson, Museum of London Archaeology: Yes, yes.
Morelle: Filing cabinets.
Jackson: Absolutely.
Morelle: But here it is.

10 Jackson: It’s the wall of the first Roman basilica. It’s absolutely (* )!
Morelle: This is part of an important public building (® ) in a large
Roman forum.

Jackson: This was a building that was 40 metres long, 20 metres wide. It was

probably two and a half storeys high. It was a huge, huge Roman building, and

15 it was designed to (° ). It’s a statement of their commitment to
London and possibly (” ) a change in the status of London and
possibly even the fact that London is becoming the (® ) of Britain.

Morelle: This is Guildhall Yard, T %
which is the (° ) of

20 the modern city. And close to here

was the Roman basilica and
forum. Two thousand years ago, it
would have been the beating

heart of ancient London. It would

25 have been a (™ )
place, with shops, offices, and a (" ) market. And in this building
here was where all of the (' ) political and administrative

decisions were made.
Morelle: The building the basilica is under is about to be (" ). The
30 discovery has meant a redesign to open the site to the (" ).
James Taylor, Principal Architect, Woods Bagot: The columns have had to
(® ) move positions so you're not destroying all these, these

special stones that we found in the ground. To actually see people using and



enjoying, um, the space, moving
through the public hall and down
into to see the, um, see the
remains will be absolutely

( 16 )

Morelle: Pockets of Roman London
can be found all over the city, like
here at the Temple of Mithras,
which uses ("7 ) to bring the archaeology to life.

Chris Hayward, City of London Corporation: The fact that Roman London is
beneath your (" ) is frankly a, quite a remarkable emotion to
experience. And then you can walk outside, you can say, “Now look at the
("® ). Now look at the office blocks.” This is progress. But at the
same time, progress combined with (* ).

Morelle: This (* ) history has shaped what London is today. And
now that history is being rediscovered, giving the city’s past a
(% ) future. Rebecca Morelle, BBC News.
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MOVING ON

Making a Summary e @D 1-04

Fill the gaps to complete the summary.

A wall of the first Roman basilica in Britain has been discovered by (a ) in
the basement of a London office building that was being redeveloped. The design of the
redevelopment has had to be changed, and columns (I ) moved so as not to

destroy the special stones. The basilica, which will be opened to the public, was huge—40 metres

long and 20 metres wide—and designed to (i ). It reflects the fact that London
was to become the capital of Britain. Two thousand years ago, it was a (t )
place, with shops, offices, and a (b ) market. It is a remarkable emotion to

experience Roman London beneath your feet, and then go outside and see the skyscrapers of

London. It is progress combined with (p )

Follow U e

Discuss, write or present.

1. Find out about some important archaeological discoveries in Japan.

2. The Romans left Britain in about 410 CE. Although they left behind long, solid
roads and big, strong buildings and walls, in a few hundred years these were

ruined, or even buried. Why do you think this happened?

3. Chris Hayward said, “The fact that Roman London is beneath your feet is
frankly ... quite a remarkable emotion ...” What do you think he meant? Would
you feel emotional if you could walk on Roman London? What about walking on

an old Japanese castle?
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