Foreword

Thirty-one years ago, my late husband Tatsuroh Yamazaki and I began work on our
first video-news English textbook. We noticed that a lot of young people in Japan did
not follow the daily news on TV or radio. Many said that it was boring or depressing

and that the reports did not relate to their lives.

We hoped to change that attitude. We wanted to present a collection of real NHK
news reports with heart, stories that would interest the younger generation and give

them knowledge and confidence to achieve their goals and to make their lives better.

This is Tatsuroh Yamazaki’s last textbook. It is a collection of the best reports in
his books for the last six years. The themes of these reports speak directly to young

students.

In Units 1 and 14, Ichiro and young Tanzanian girls remind us of the importance of
working toward our dreams. Unit 5 shows a Japanese couple supporting a Ukrainian
refugee as she struggles to adapt to life here. It is the same painful struggle that
many foreigners face when they come to Japan, unable to speak Japanese. It is also
my struggle. Unit 15 asks students what they each can do to improve society, and
Unit 11 observes that voting is one of the most powerful ways that young people
can make positive changes in their country. Other reports introduce new, hopeful

developments in medicine, agriculture and education.

My husband, with the support of the Kinseido staff, put a great deal of time and
effort into producing the best textbooks he could each year. He designed step by step
exercises to make learning easier and more interesting. I believe these texts were his

greatest contribution to English education.

I am pleased that this NHK video series will continue, and I hope that students will
learn useful English and many life lessons through the reports. It was a great honor
to help in the production of these texts. I wish learners good luck in all of their

English studies.

Stella M. Yamazaki
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Before You Watch
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1st Viewing - Watch the News
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2nd Viewing - Understand the News
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The News Follow-Up
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Listen to the News Story
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Review the Key Expressions
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Discussion Questions
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UTOREBECHAZEOEFZHILNSETIEEL. EREHERBLEIL £ 9,
[] to revere EETD. HPDB
EZHl Abraham Lincoln is revered as a great leader in the U.S.
IATINLDYH=2E T XA TERBIEEEE L TEASN TS,
[ ] to hone (BB &E) ICEZZDITS
KB Leonardo DiCaprio has honed his talent as an actor since he was
very young.
LZAFILR - T A7V FRHNEDSHHBEE L TFREBOTE L,
[] all the way bEIbhE

[] to pass away
[] to venture into
[] to uphold

[ ] mandate

(Eph) T<%%. BZ5|&WMB
B2 T~ICEFTS
~EHFET B, FB

(RRD) 5. 8%

[] to head straight for ~ICE{T9 %

[] like father, like

son (§%) CORHICLTZD (B) FHY
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f5il: 74 PR—I ( walk )

1. FvyFR—ILT3 to play ( )

2. REF ( )

3. —E4 ( )
4. T[EFx ( ) of the 7th inning

5. 3[E=E ( ) of the 3rd inning
6. EIX ( )

7. 1% batting ( )

8. =¥ ( )
9. WMEBR—LTV ( ) slam

10. O—IVRS— L4 ( ) game

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

alW)B T C|/A I N F|I E L D E R C| N
b||]A]l P OJA|N|V|V E/IK|IQ|/B| R|F|L|A|I
c||L)}E P T Y|/ P|E|E F A S|T B|A L|L
d 6 I ' T|IC|T| W/ Y R R| X/ D/O|U|B|L|E
e O|SILIHIA|JO|]T| LIAJA|/L|W K E|E|A
f U|/T B/ A|P P M D R G|IGIR|IA|N|D|T
g/ S|T/ R|/T|K|E/O|U| T Z|E|E|B|A|T|N

AU LTe M Watch the News ]
N

Z1—RERT. ABEE->TWVWBREDIET. E-oTVWBREDIFFE#EBUVELLS,

1. This batting center has eight cages. T/F
2. Ichiro used to use cage number eight nearly every day. T/F
3. Taniguchi visits the batting center with his son. T/F
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B -2—Z2%E5—ERT. EEOEMICAZEYLRRFREa ~cHhORUFLLD,
1. The ball speed for number eight is set at km per hour.
a.100 b.112 ¢ 120

2. One of the batters came

a. all the way from South Korea
b. from Taiwan to stand in Ichiro’s spot

c. from the U.S. to recruit baseball players

3. Taniguchi is .
a. a Formula One [F1] car racer b. a baseball coach at a college

c. a car dealer, managing branches

B UTR=1-20BETT, ZRCENGSEEEIANELLS, BEOXTHIER
THBEDLHIET.

This (b 1) center in Toyoyama, Aichi has the cage Ichiro used to
2 ) is the most popular because Ichiro
3

)

use for practicing. Number (

used the cage frequently. The machine in that cage is set to the ( fa

speed at the center. Taniguchi is a successful used car dealer and ( 4y

years older than Ichiro. Taniguchi started visiting the center at the age of

( 5)). His father advised him to always ( sw ) hard. This

full-swing ( ph 7Y lives on as he works at his job every day.

The News Follow-Up JEERSGIT TN S 1235
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( Listen to the News Story |
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Narrator:

Boys:

Narrator:

Man A:

Narrator:

Katsuyuki Taniguchi: @ My father said, “Swing hard (

Baseball fans revere the batting center where Ichiro honed
his skills.

(In a batting center) Another one is coming!

Ichiro grew up in the town of Toyoyama. The center has nine
batting cages. Each has a pitching machine set to a different
speed. Number eight is the most popular of them. @ Ichiro
used it almost every day ( ! ) ( 2 )
( ) ( ) °)
( ®).

The ball speed for this box is set at 120 kilometers per hour.

@A That's ( ) ) *)
( ) 5 ). © People who were
around back then say Ichiro ( Y 2)

( ) ) ).
He's amazing.
| always wanted to come here.

This fan came all the way from Taiwan. He wanted to stand in
Ichiro’s spot. He swung the bat just where Ichiro had.

Ichiro was not the only person who grew up in batting cage
number eight. Katsuyuki Taniguchi is two years older. He
works as a used car dealer. Every weekend he goes straight to
number eight.

Taniguchi started visiting the center at the age of ten. His
father brought him here. @ His dad passed away six years
ago, ( ) ) %)
( ) ).

»

( ) ) (
( 5).” @ He taught me to (
( ) ( ) (

»
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Narrator:

Taniguchi:

Narrator:

Taniguchi:

Narrator:

( ).
Taniguchicontinued to play baseball through his college years.

After graduating he ventured into business. But he has
continued to uphold his father’s “full swing philosophy.”

During those same years Ichiro reached the top of the game
in Japan and the U.S. And Taniguchi made his own mark. He is
a company vice-president managing five branches.

@ My father’s mandate to put my all into everything has been
( Bl ) )
( “)( ) °).
Ichiro is always ready to go. He prepares himself for the next
day’s game even before going to bed, and gets up early.

These days Taniguchi visits the batting center with his son,
who'’s a junior high school student. They head straight for
batting box number eight.

(To his son) Swing away!

Like father, like son, and like another man who got his start
here! Yusuke Yoshida, NHK World, Nagoya.
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TEICHENT
K07 &GN
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Unit 1 Hitmaker @ 5



( Review the Key Expressions |
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&, BREASHEYGHEEERV, BENERRILEL LI, BH. KOGHEED
183250 %7,

1. BIFERBHEE Zz—ZFTICERRLUEMN, EIYRRICEINLT.
( ) he ( ) ( ) without any ( )

education, he ( )a( ) businessman.

successful  although up became raise formal grew

2. NEFNODTHDEERZEYDESHEIFISKRTINTHYNE S,

It was really ( ) ( ) you to come ( ) the
( ) from Hachioji just to ( ) me ( ).

of off way nice every see all

3. BEOAFEZ60RCGRER. T RIINERDIIVYILE D FEWVWSKERODDEFICHAT.

After ( ) ( ) his ( ) job at 60, Ed
( ) into a new ( ), being a consultant for small
( )-

accounting  ventured from field consult businesses retiring

4. FN2000 FICEFNBEICIE. FDERIFTTICTREO T,

My ( ) ( ) already ( ) ( )
before I ( ) ( ) in 2000.

was grandfather has away had born passed

[ Discussion Questions]
N

1. Do you like baseball? If so, what team do you root for? Why? If you don’t, why

not?

2. Where are your favorite places to visit in Japan? Why? Where do you want to

travel to next?



