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Reinvented Kimono for the Reiwa Era

W SHOEWR 5 A L EFRAE

»
o -

Maria Kawahara at Kamigamo Shrine in
KitaWard, K)/oto (The Yomiuri Shimbun)

—@) Key Expressions 1 Mol @
BAEHWT1I~30 () WIZELRFEEZEZANTIL L ),

1. Kawahara usually designs kimono (p_ _ _ _ __ _ ) on her computer.

NEZAE, 20WTVWERDIAYE2 -2 - L TEYMOREET Y1 2§ 5,

), wearing a kimono with a skirt was popular

2. Until the early 20th (¢

in Japan.
20 HACHIEEE €. BATHRD—FEEDETEMER D I EN AT 27,

3. She was particularly interested in (a _ _ _ _ _ _ ) kimono and began posting

photos of herself wearing them.
WL ELIIT T+ —VBMIEBRER S, 25 LEENEE B DEE B LAY 1=

11
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dress shirt high heels scarf vest boots hoodie

- Key Expressions 3

HABRESZICL ~ 30 () WIChTIZE 250 2RI, 5B, LETH
NS EZERTESANREL X 5,

12

1.

Her style of kimono ( ) the way people think about

this traditional garment.
WLOBNDEZ G LR, COEFRNERBICOVTOALZDELHEES RS,

. Her patterns range from seasonal plants she finds in Kyoto to designs that have

been ( ) in shrines and temples.
BLOREE, BENRETROI2FTEHOWEM D S WHABIEASN TE AT L ETEREICD
=%,

. She focuses on the details of the kimono patterns down to the millimeter, always

keeping in mind how it will ( ) in the end.
RIBMICESDWVIRBICAZ P EREICSDICED DD, B I VEME TENOREDHIISEET 5,

turn out hand down shake up
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) Background Knowledge © cp1-03
JE=~ ) 7 EADTHERIZOWT, ELIHERLEN TRV DE 1~ 47 5B FE L &
Do

Kawahara benefited from the rapid spread of her content on social media. After
posting images of her unique kimono-wearing style, she began receiving design and
modeling jobs. She launched her own kimono brand and successfully ran a pop-up
shop in the Harajuku district of Tokyo.

In 2019, she became an independent kimono designer and expanded her job

titles to include illustrator and event art director. The Japan News
DD benefitfrom... [~»5BE %235 launch... [~%3L 5 EF5] expand.. [~%[1F3)

V=2 vl AT PICHARBOBMOEZ K L EHEL /=,

V=S vl AT« 7 CREBEICEBEIE. EFIVE L TEVW TV,

. BAOBEMT I REALSES. BR - RETCOHBERES 3 v THRINS B 10
L2019 FICTFHAF—E LTHILL., &S5 ISEBDMEE L 7=

B oo

) Newspaper English

RMELE Tl XBZHRICT DICHICEBFRRZAVTAMRUIE, LZEDHBE
MINT B ENKLHOET,

HARFBEREZSEIZ, 1 ~30HEZLD () WICALELZERFH,SED, FEAN
FLEYo

1. The Aoi Festival, ( ), was held on May 15.
RBO=ZAE) DV EDTHBEEN, A 15HICTThN T,

2. Young people can be found in Reiwa-style kimono, smartphone in hand, as they
walk the neighborhood around Kiyomizu Temple,

( )
RBOELBAIN Y FOVEDTHBBRFRB TR, SHEOEE S ZVHRFICHENRO N5,

3. Fujiwara no Kiyohira, ( ), did something

few others could imagine.
FRERBAOR T TH - EFREE . MOHLIPTEETI LD LI BEIEER > TDIT 7,

a samurai in the late Heian Period a major sightseeing spot in Kyoto

one of Kyoto’s three major festivals
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Reading
Kimono evangelist brings garment into Reiwa era

Kimono designer Maria Kawahara believes that kimono
can be worn more flexibly, like with a belt if one doesn’t have
an obi, or even with boots or high heels instead of zori sandals.

The style of kimono that the Kyoto-based designer
advocates shakes up the way people think about this
traditional garment. She blends both Japanese and Western
styles as well as the present and the past in a playful way,
which she calls “the kimono style of the Reiwa era.”

Kawahara thinks that Kyoto is an open-minded city. When
going around town, she initially received strange looks because
of her unique kimono style. However, she gradually began to
receive more and more compliments, with some people saying,
“It’s cute.” On one occasion, someone even gave her an
expensive kimono.

Inspired by Kawahara, who has more than 100,000
followers on social media, young people can now be seen in
Reiwa-style kimono, smartphone in hand, as they walk the
neighborhood around Kiyomizu Temple, a major sightseeing
spot in Kyoto.

Although kimono have a long history, the current dressing
rules were established after World War II. Until the early
20th century, for instance, wearing a kimono with a skirt was
popular in Japan. “The more you know about kimono, the
more freedom you will find. I want to expand the scope of
kimono in order to make it an everyday garment again,”
Kawahara said.

In contrast with the glamorous image of her job,
Kawahara’s work as a kimono pattern designer involves a
number of methodical processes. The precision with which she
moves her pen across the computer screen is like that of an
animator bringing scenes to life. Her patterns range from
seasonal plants she finds in Kyoto to traditional designs found
in shrines and temples that have been handed down through
generations.

Today, less than 1% of the population wear kimono daily,

and many kimono designers are in their 70s and 80s. The job

© cp1-04

evangelist [1z:EET

garment [2AR (A3 T & [7&4]
DE) |

flexibly [ZE&k(Z]

advocate... [~%# X7 3|
blend... [~2R&EE €3]
playful VLD & 3 |

open-minded [[DD AV, B
K% ]

initially 13 L &3]

receive strange looks [Z % B
TR5h 3]

compliment [BHEE]

on one occasion [#% % & ¥ |

inspire... [~ %54 3 |

current dressing rule [ 3R 7 ®
BEHDIL—IV]

establish... [~ &ML TS, ~
EEDHS]

scope [#Big. #FH]

in contrast with...[ ~ & 3tEEHIC |
glamorous [f#H#9 % |
anumber of... [ZL D~ 72X
SAD~]

methodical process [{ARE %
(=3

precision [&5% & ]

bring... to life [~I(CE@mES A
5, ~EEEEESED]
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of designing kimono may even be replaced by artificial replace.. [~ic& > THh 3]

intelligence someday. But Kawahara said she will not give up  giveupon... [~ B#75. ~

on kimono. She is convinced that kimono and its traditional z#z® 3]

patterns are a form of beauty that Japanese people should be  convinced [#fzL 7|

40 proud of. “That’s because they are the identity of the

Japanese,” she said.

The Japan News

) Comprehension

RELOWNBEIZE) LI, 1 E3DELEZERIELDOICHY L DOE, 2 DEMD
KZELTHEALLRIDOE, a~d2HERTEL &9,

1. The style of kimono that Maria Kawahara advocates

a.
b.
c.

d.

challenges people’s notions of kimono.
blends a variety of popular Eastern styles.
represents a complete break from past traditions.

rejects modern influences.

2. What has been the reaction of people in Kyoto to Kawahara’s Reiwa-style

kimono?

a.
b.
c.

d.

Gradual acceptance and recognition
Persistent disapproval and skepticism
General indifference and apathy

Instant adoption and widespread praise

3. Kawahara’s work as a kimono pattern designer

a.
b.

& o

involves various traditional kimono-making methods.
relies heavily on artificial intelligence technology.

primarily involves a number of glamorous processes.

. 1s filled with deliberate and careful tasks.
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———) Summary GoLo3 @ coros
IFTOZEAT 1 ~ 4128 T F 2550 % 8P 580, EXANTL L),

Drawing from the long history of kimono and various fashion influences,
designer Maria Kawahara is (* ) her unique
spin on the traditional Japanese garment, (* )
it “the kimono style of the Reiwa era.” Aiming to make it an everyday article
of clothing, she believes that (> ) the traditional
kimono-wearing rules 1s not necessary. Kawahara has gathered a wide
following on social media and finds that people are gradually

(* ) the Reiwa-style kimono.

following putting dubbing accepting

- Insights into Today’s World &y oL0s @ eDmsos

DT OXEEDZITIC. Hl-DEZEZENTATL L), FOHB. 7T AAAL MIF
OWNEFIZZTHTL LI,

It's amazing to think that the current kimono-wearing rules are relatively new and

3‘@ that wearing kimono was more flexible in the past. Ms. Kawahara has completely
g changed my thinking about kimono and other clothing. What do you think?

| feel the same way.
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