Introduction

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is internationally famous for the quality and
impartiality of its news items. BBC reporters also strive to make the news both interesting and
as easy to understand as possible.

In this book we have chosen 15 items that we think would be of particular interest, and
therefore motivating. Most of them are about Britain, as you might expect, and learners will
gain an understanding of the life and culture of that country. As many of the issues covered
are also important in Japan, there is the opportunity to discuss and compare the two countries.
Japan itself is actually the focus of one item, which will provide an insight into the way the
British view and report Japanese affairs. There is also an item about Antarctica, because of
the international environmental importance of that area in the twenty-first century.

Sadly, 2022 saw the passing of Queen Elizabeth II, who had been on the throne of the United
Kingdom and other Commonwealth countries for over 70 years. The first item of this volume
shows the love and respect that the people felt for her.

As ever, new items of vocabulary are explained, and the notes (in Japanese) will explain any
interesting points of grammar and usage of English. However, the most important purpose
of this book is that the learners should be able to engage in the subject matter, research, and
then discuss together. With this in mind, we have developed discussion questions that would
encourage them to relate these new discoveries with what is already familiar to them.

The videos are easily accessible online. This will make it easy for students to study by
themselves out of class.

We hope you enjoy the book and the videos.
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On Air Date 12 September 2022

STARTING OFF

e Setting the Scene mmp

What do you think?

1. Can you remember when Queen Elizabeth II passed away? How old was she,

and what took place in London eleven days later?
2. How many people do you think attended her funeral?

3. Did you watch the funeral on television? If you had been in the UK, would you

have gone to London?

s Building Language

For each word (1-6) find two synonyms (a-I).

1. dwarf (I |

a. overshadow g. parade
2. mourn Lo b. huge h. gigantic
3. massive [ I ] c. casket i. box
4. scent (R I d. odour j- walk
5. file [ 10 ] e. minimise k. smell
6. coffin [ 1M1 f. regret I. lament




WATCHING THE NEWS

s Understanding Check 1 g
Read the quotes, then watch the news and match them to the right people.
a. Our part is to say last goodbye, which is really sad.
b. And are you prepared to be in those, what are going to be very long queues?
c. ... but we have been preparing for many, many years.

d. ... I've got to do it. I feel that’s my duty to do it.

s Understanding Check 2 g
Which is the best answer?

1. Lots of people queued to pay their respects to the Queen. Regarding those
queues, which of the following is not correct?

Mourners had to dress respectfully.

Cameras and flowers were not allowed.

If the lines were long, people were told to move faster.

Bo TP

People might have had to wait overnight.

2. Maria, Vanessa, Amanda, and Moira gave us their reasons for being there.
Which one of the following was not mentioned by any of them?
. They wanted to be part of it.

a
b. The Queen served the country for 70 years.
c. It was their duty.

d

. It was an important historical event.

3. Which of the following is a correct description of some of the route of the queue?
Start near Tower Bridge, go up the Thames, and across Westminster Bridge.
Go up the Thames, past Westminster Palace, then cross London Bridge.

Start at Tower Bridge, pass the Palace of London, then cross Lambeth Bridge.
Walk up the Thames, past the London Eye, then cross Lambeth Bridge.

o TP



What do you remember?

4. Until the Queen’s lying-in-state began, where was ‘home’ for Vanessa? Why?

5. What did Amanda and Moira say when asked if they were prepared to be in

such long queues?

6. Why was this day personally important for Commissioner Rowley?

Background Information
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Watch the news, then fill the gaps in the text.

20

25

30

Lucy Manning: If you can measure love and respect in flowers, in people, then this
is quite a statement. London’s Green Park, now the park of many colours. The
powerful (" ) of flowers, hanging in the air. But however many
are here now will be (2 ) by the numbers who will stand, in a
very British way, for hours and hours through the days and nights to
(2 ) past the Queen’s (* ).

Manning: People who do make it to Westminster Hall, where the Queen’s body will

lie in state, have been told to expect very long queues. The fear is they could

last up to 24 hours, and (° ) have been warned they may have to
wait overnight. If the lines are too long, they could be (° ) so that
people are unable to join. People have been asked to dress (’ ): no

flowers, cameras, or filming allowed. Camping out on The Mall since Saturday,
Maria from Newcastle plans to stay for the lying-in-state and funeral.
Maria Scott: She gave 70 years of (® ) to us and it’s the least I could
do to er, go and pay my respects to the Queen. She done so much for us, um, as
a country, it’s, you know, I've got to do it. I feel that’s my duty to do it.
Manning: Vanessa Nanthakumaran hopes tobe ™
the first in the queue. Home, a bench on
Lambeth Bridge until they open the doors.
Vanessa Nanthakumaran: Our part is to say
last goodbye, which is really sad. But, um, I
wanted to (° )
(" ) that I would be part of it,

and start queuing up from today, um, because

I heard the queue’s going to be very long.

Manning: More details on the (" ) for the queue are due shortly, but
it’s likely to begin near a park by Tower Bridge and travel a couple of miles up
the Thames, passing the London Eye and the Palace of Westminster, then
across Lambeth Bridge.

Amanda: And the smell is just incredible.

Manning: Amanda and Moira came to lay flowers but hope to return for the lying-
in-state.

Moira: I think it’s a once in a (" ). You just want to be part of it.



Manning: And are you prepared to be
in those, what are going to be
very long queues?

Moira: Ah, well, there’s the thing.

Amanda: Well, we’re made of
(" ) stuff. So, we’ll
put it to the test. We'll put it to
the test.

Moira: Yes. So, hopefully, yes. Yeah. Yeah, we would (" )it a
(* ).

Manning: It will be an (' ) operation for the transport system and

l

the police. The Met’s commissioner on his first day in the job.

Sir Mark Rowley, Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis: It’s a
(" ) challenge for the Metropolitan Police and for me personally,
but we have been preparing for many, many years.

Manning: This ceremony will soon be (*® ) with simplicity, as the

(19

quiet walk past the Queen’s ) begins.

35
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50

¢ 2 Green Park 17)—>/)X\—0] EIAED 1 DT, NvEUHAZEOIANMEL. 40 T—H— (16 NIF—IL) DILEEHHD.
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Z(HIF7= 212 The Mall T4 - L) NyF U ALBEENS T7IA—RHERES 930 m HEMABEY, HERXADBEREELTI19 t#
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Lambeth Bridge (5> AR2#&] OV RV DT AXNICRHZE T, HAIOTZANIVRI—EMAIDTVRIZEWNTWS, BRITE
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FYRD 2000 FRRFEICLY 1999 FICBAZELA ¢ 28 the Palace of Westminster [V A3V 24—/ OV R FLER
DT LX)IFABICHD /. 11 HEEEICESELTETONLA, 1834 FOKKTRENEELL, 1860 FEICRIEDEMN ML
foo MAEREEZEANERZEEZLLUERALTWS 245 The Met’'s commissioner IOV KV EBFDERHRE | ERXLIE
the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis 47 the Metropolitan Police (Service) [0V NV F] 1F) ROERH
D 12T, ROVRY—BEBETDEEHIL, ERPBIFEADEEZEDEHFGIRD, MRAIAHoIBRAICEATAIYINS VR —
R (Scotland Yard) &EMEEN TN
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A4 F) AEFROIRALE ‘ Behind the Scenes
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MOVING ON
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Fill the gaps to complete the summary.

The Queen has passed away and soon her body will lie in state in Westminster Hall. There are
many people in Green Park, with the (s ) of flowers in the air. But that number
of people will soon be (d ) by the number of (m ) who will
queue for hours, and (f ) past the Queen’s (¢ ) to pay their
(r ). They might even have to wait overnight. They have been asked to dress
(r ), and no flowers or cameras are allowed. Maria feels it is her duty to do it, as
the Queen gave 70 years of (s ) to the country. Vanessa is staying on a bench
on Lambeth Bridge because she wants to be first in the queue. Amanda and Moira say they are
prepared for the wait, as theyre made of strong (s ). According to the

Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis, the event will be a (m ) challenge,

and also important to him personally, as it is his first day on the job.

e Follow U e

Discuss, write or present.
1. Are you surprised that people would queue for so long? What do you think were

the most important reasons?

2. Can you think of anybody else who is (or was) respected as much as the Queen

was respected by those people?

3. In what other ways do we show respect for people who have died, and want to

remember them?
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