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Afghanistan’s Bacha Posh
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Sanam sits among Aﬂghan boys (AP/Aflo)
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1. Sanamis (c ) a bacha posh: a girl living as a boy.
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2. She enjoys playing soccer and cricket with boys, wrestles with the

) butcher’s son and can work to help the family make a

living.
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3. Once a bacha posh reaches puberty, she is expected to (r ) to traditional

girls’ gender roles.
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( ) boys’ clothes [(BOTOREHIZOT 5]

( ) ends meet (KET2H( 2 5]

( ) power (M1 %R 5]

( ) women from working [ < Z & 2EEET 5]
( ) with an issue (RIS 5 ]

bar deal make seize don
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1.

Sanam'’s father, already suffering from a back injury, ( )

his job as a plumber.
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. He ( ) to selling coronavirus masks on the streets,
making the equivalent of $1-$2 per day. But he ( )
a helper.
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. The family ( ) four daughters and one son, but

their 11-year-old boy does not have full use of his hands following an injury. So
the parents said they ( ) to make Sanam, their
daughter, a bacha posh.
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Chapter m Afghanistan’s Bacha Posh
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It is unclear where the practice originated or how old it is, and it is impossible to
know how widespread it might be. A somewhat similar tradition exists in Albania,
another deeply patriarchal society, although it is limited to adults. Under Albania’s
“sworn virgin” tradition, a woman would take an oath of celibacy and declare
herself a man, after which she could inherit property, work and sit on a village
council — all of which would have been out of bounds for a woman.

The Associated Press
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1. Since they are dressed in sweaters and jeans or the traditional Afghan male

clothing of baggy pants and long shirt, none stand out as they jostle to score a
goal.
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2. Although she is unbeknownst to them, one is different from the others.
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Reading

Afghan girls get to be boys, for limited time

KABUL — In a Kabul neighborhood, a gaggle of boys
kick a yellow ball around a dusty playground, their
boisterous cries echoing off the surrounding apartment
buildings.

Dressed in sweaters and jeans or the traditional Afghan
male clothing of baggy pants and long shirt, none stand
out as they jostle to score a goal. But unbeknownst to
them, one is different from the others.

At not quite 8 years old, Sanam is a bacha posh: a girl
living as a boy. One day a few months ago, the girl with
rosy cheeks and an impish smile had her dark hair cut
short, donned boys’ clothes and took on a boy’s name,
Omid. The move opened up a boy’s world: playing soccer
and cricket with boys, wrestling with the neighborhood
butcher’s son, working to help the family make ends meet.

In Afghanistan’s heavily patriarchal, male-dominated
society, where women and girls are usually relegated to
the home, bacha posh, Dari for “dressed as a boy,” is the
one tradition allowing girls access to the freer male world.

Under the practice, a girl dresses, behaves and 1is
treated as a boy, with all the freedoms and obligations
that entails. The child can play sports, attend a madrassa,
or religious school, and, sometimes crucially for the family,
work. But there is a time limit: Once a bacha posh reaches
puberty, she is expected to revert to traditional girls’
gender roles. The transition is not always easy.

It is unclear how the practice is viewed by Afghanistan’s
new rulers, the Taliban, who seized power in mid-August
and have made no public statements on the issue.

Their rule so far has been less draconian than the last
time they were in power in the 1990s, but women’s
freedoms have still been severely curtailed. Thousands of
women have been barred from working, and girls beyond
primary school age have not been able to return to public
schools in most places.

With a crackdown on women’s rights, the bacha posh
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Chapter m Afghanistan’s Bacha Posh

tradition could become even more attractive for some
families. And as the practice is temporary, with the
children eventually reverting to female roles, the Taliban
40 might not deal with the issue at all, said Thomas Barfield,
a professor of anthropology at Boston University who has | anthropology [A%83]
written several books on Afghanistan.
“Because it’s inside the family and because it’s not a
permanent status, the Taliban may stay out [of it],”
45 Barfield said.

The Associated Press
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1. How has becoming a bacha posh changed Sanam’s life?
a. She is able to work in the local butcher’s shop to support her family.
b. Her new status allows her to avoid responsibilities in the home.
c. She no longer has to wear colorful makeup on her face.

d. For the time being, her name has been changed to Omid.

2. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a freedom enjoyed by a bacha posh?
a. The ability to get married to someone who they love
b. The opportunity to work and earn money for their families
c. The chance to play sports, such as soccer and cricket

d. The option to attend classes at religious schools

3. Professor Thomas Barfield believes the Taliban may the tradition of
bacha posh.
a. crack down severely on
b. possibly ignore
c. continue to curtail

. forbid
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A young Afghan girl has transitioned into a bacha posh, taking on the
* ) of a boy. In Afghanistan, participating in this
* ) means that girls can take on the role of boys
until they reach puberty. This allows them to enjoy many privileges,
including the opportunity to work and make money for their families. With
the Taliban's recent (* ) to power and their policies
restricting women from working, this may be an appealing

* ) for families.

option tradition rise appearance
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[ I’'m very surprised to know that some Afghan girls are living as boys! | wonder
Q what it would be like to live for a while as a person of a different gender. | have

mixed feelings about it.
g What do you think?

| think that
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