Introduction

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is internationally famous for the quality and
impartiality of its news items. BBC reporters also strive to make the news both interesting and
as easy to understand as possible. In this book we have chosen 15 items that we think would
be of particular interest, and therefore motivating. They are all about Britain, as you might
expect, and learners will gain an insight into the life and culture of that country. However,
most of the issues covered, such as health and education, are also important in Japan, so there
is the opportunity to discuss and compare the two countries.

In 2021, the coronavirus pandemic dominated British news, but now, in Britain at least,
Covid-19 is largely under control, However, you may notice that some of the videos were
made under lockdown conditions, with people keeping a distance from each other. Also, as is
discussed in one of the units, there are still some long-term concerns about the effects of the
virus. The main topic, as in many previous years is the environment, and in particular, climate
change: its effects, and efforts to either avoid it or deal with it. It's clear that both Japan and
Britain are taking important steps to protect the futures of both our countries and the whole
world.

As ever, new items of vocabulary are explained, and the notes (in Japanese) will explain any
interesting points of grammar and usage of English. However the most important purpose of
this book is that the learners should be able to engage in the subject matter, research, and
then discuss together. With this in mind, we have developed discussion questions that would
encourage them to relate these new discoveries with what is already familiar to them.

The videos are easily accessible online. This will make it easy for students to study by
themselves out of class.

We hope you enjoy the book and the videos.
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The Windows of
Canterbury Cathedral
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On Air Date 26 July 2021

STARTING OFF

s Setting the Scene mmp

What do you think?

1. What is the oldest building that you have been to? Where is it, how old is it, and what did
you think about it?

2. How do we know the age of buildings, and things in those buildings?
3. Is it important to know how old things are?
e Building Language mp

For each word (1-7), find two synonyms (a-n).

1. structure [ 11 ]
a. be highlighted h. edifice
2. stunning [ 11 ] i i
b. outlook i. impressive
3. assassination [ It 1 c. building j. inferno
4. feature [ Il d. see k. observe
5. witness [ 10 ] e. murder l. blaze
6. conflagration [ ][ ] f. killing m. appear
7. pcrspcctivc [ 11 ] g. viewpoint n. astonishing




WATCHING THE NEWS

e Understanding Check 1 g
Read the quotes, then watch the news and match them to the right people.

a. ... putting all the pieces in place, and then we finally get an answer, something new ...
b. The windows of its stained glass have helped create a sense of awe ...
c. These are all stories that were recorded at the time they happened here.

d. For decades, historians have thought that some of these panels were made earlier than the

others ...

e Understanding Check 2 g
Which is the best answer?

1. What have scientists discovered about the stained-glass windows?
a. They were all made in the 13th century.
b. Some of them might have been made in the mid-1100s.
c. There are many different styles.

d. They are not as old as the scientists thought they might be.

2. What is special about the “windolyser”?
a. We can work out the age of glass without damaging it.
b. The beam causes the surface of glass to radiate.
c. It doesn’t leave chemical fingerprints.

d. It was developed by scientists while on location.

3. Which of the following historical events was not mentioned?
a. A great fire destroyed the cathedral.
b. Thomas Becket was assassinated.
c. King Charles I was executed.

d. King Henry II begged for forgiveness.



What do you remember?

4. What is special about Canterbury Cathedral?

5. According to the male researcher, what kind of story have they been working on, and why

does he think the answer is fantastic?

6. According to the reporter, Pallab Gosh, what has this scientific discovery given us?

Background Information

TYMNICHBHYINU—KEE (Canterbury Cathedral) &1 05y REBHEDHEALT. 1RR
IHRBECHBRINTVDBEDIHRTI, 597 F£. O—<X KD, DAY INU—KTH (the
Archbishop of Canterbury) EB2E7 DI AT A (St Augustine) B OV ADXEL FICHhoizd
DHZESHN. RPIDAEREZEZITIUERUIZ. €DE. /LY VERR (the Norman Conguest) DRF 7
% 1067 FCAKTEYOBIRSNDE. 1070 FEHD 77 FCHIFT/ILNY VR TOEENBRRETBUN
THNFEUEZ. Fizw 1174 FCRADREZRICIEF. FCTIvokORYMBISNDBE L THE
SNEUR. L. ECENEMEDRSNERR. RERDCENDTEDHERBAREDREADEURZ.

Z1—RTEDEFENTWVDRTYRISRIF [#8553U—X (Ancestors Series) | EHEENSD. FUR
RDREDEERZEIE U 86 MDIERD—EETT . CDIU—X(FBH. 1174 EOXNDENS 1220 £I(C
DI T BESFTED—RELTHRLICHIEESNZEEHDNTVNELZ. LHU 1980 FRICHDE. FiThR
DIFTUY - H - F+Ir A (Madeline H. Caviness, 1938-) DsHEICELD. 13 HfCICRBSNIZESN
2 4 DIRIVHN FREHDSHIRIL CTHEOEEVRICESNIZD TIFBRVDEHBIESN DL DICBRDELIZ.
CDSREIFE SN, AT\ — T+ - ALyY - OV RYDIFRF—LDSEDREETNELE. F—LAF
WREWET D EBRLIEZDHT CEDR—YT)LEHTYIRIR (DXRF: portable x-ray fluorescence)
st ZEEAL. 30 TUYI THEDZRBDEE Ch D D> RS — (windolyser) | ZEROF(F T
INBDRTYRISAERAEUEURZ. ZDHR. LWDHDIERICHBNT. fbdD 13 HZICIESNIzES
NBD/INRIVEDESVFERDASZAMEDN TNDIENHIBELEUZe CDIEND. TNSDIERIFAN
NEREDRICHNESN. JEZERNT. AREBEOBRICSHDBAMICEBSNIZD TIRFBLAEHERIEN
TWE,

BF —AFHYINY—KERZZ(F THRIF—IAREE (York Minster) ORFYRISRICDOWVNTERIER
ISABEL. fHEBPEROREZTVEUR. SBBANREENHINEULNEE A

52
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/heritage/history/cathedral-history-in-a-nutshell/

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/news/2021/jul/stained-glass-present-murder-thomas-becket-could-be-oldest-existing-england
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Watch the news, then fill the gaps in the text.

Newsreader: Canterbury Cathedral, a place of worship for more than 14 hundred years is
one of the oldest Christian (" ) in England. The windows of its stained
glass have helped create a sense of awe, bringing colour and light into the building. Now,
scientists, using specially designed (2 ), have discovered that some of

5 the stained-glass panels may be among the oldest in the world. Our science
correspondent Pallab Ghosh reports.

Pallab Ghosh: Canterbury Cathedral is among the oldest churches in England. Inside, its
& ) windows (* ) symbolic religious scenes. This series
was thought to have been made in the 13th century. But some of the panels, including

10 this one of the prophet Nathan, have now been (° ).

Ghosh: For decades, historians have thought that some of these panels were made earlier than
the others because they're different in (° ). Now, using a new technique,
scientists have (7 ) that not only are they much older, but they may well
be among the oldest in the world.

15 Ghosh: It’s only come to light now
because of this ( ® )
called a “windolyser”. It may not look
like much, but it was developed by
scientists to be used on location,

20 without damaging the glass.

Ghosh: It shines a beam onto the (° ) which causes the material inside to radiate.
This radiation contains a chemical fingerprint from which the researchers worked out its
age.

Professor Ian Freestone, the UCL Institute of Archaeology: We’ve been working on

25 this (1 y (" ), for some time, putting all the pieces in

place, and then we finally get an answer, something new, that brings together science and



art into one story. It’s fantastic.
Léonie Seliger, Stained Glass Conservation, Canterbury Cathedral: These are all
stories that were recorded at the time they happened here.
Ghosh: The discovery has astonished 30
Leonie Seliger who looks after the
stained-glass windows here. She
believes that the redated panels could

go back to the mid-1100s, and were

(*® ) (° ) &
during great historical events at the cathedral, including the (** )
of the then archbishop, Thomas Becket, who (*° ) in many of these
windows.

Seliger: They would have (™ ) the murder of Thomas Becket. They would
have (" ) Henry II come on his knees begging for forgiveness. 40
They would have (™ ) the (" ) of the fire that
devoured the cathedral in 1174. Um, and then they would have (* )
all of British history.

Ghosh: The cathedral contains the story of England’s history, its artistry, and its religious
thinking. Now, a new scientific discovery has given us a fresh (* ) 45

on the nation’s past. Pallab Ghosh, BBC News, Canterbury Cathedral.

¢1 Canterbury Cathedral [h 9 R—KEBE| 12750 RERET Y MIREBOEHH IR —ICHZIKEE, -V KEELL
BAVITZVREREKMAILDO 1 D 210 the prophet Nathan IFEE& 74 IBWEZICHEHNNZIET ETOBEMEDEEE
¢ 24 the UCL Institute of Archaeology UCL E &2 RFT] 1F) ABROREEHEDEEFHRAM, UCLIZIZN—2T1 -
HLwY - OYRY (University College London) OB&#E, OV RV KEHRADALYI T, 1827 £Al5% ¢ 37 Thomas Becket
Th<Z - Ryk (1118?2-70)1 A1V 7 5V RDEBE, BEAV)—2HOTTKEE (1155-62) EAVIRY—KFHK (1162~
70) =D, EEWIL, EOEEEZMBLAERTICLY, AVIRNY-—KREERTERESNS, T-S- TUFvk (T. S. Eliot,
1888-1965) @ IFrD % Ad (Murder in the Cathedral, 1935) ICED#RFAFEANTWNS £40 Henry Il IAV ) — 2
(1133-89) 1 1 U SV REZE, 7L 1154-89, BOLDEEICES>TIYR - Ry hDRER W &MY, AVIR)—KEETO
TEFTVWCHFLEFED
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[H> Bz -8 ‘ Behind the Scenes

1170 SEDFER. <A - Ny NI LS, 7 v ¥R — KB iE— K&l e LT% L oRiLE
Wb Z &l F Lz Y27 — - F 3 —H%— (Geoffrey Chaucer, 1342/43-1400) 7% 14 {F I3 L
72 [ 5> 5 X)) =Wkl (The Canterbury Tales) (&, N7 v N QRN D 2 H v 5 N1 = Za)h ) RiLH 72
L2300 Y KO —7 (Southwark) ICHAET—HICHREEZHADLOHEFEN EI. MEDODEANY — -
NAY =X BIRET, ROBHICEBPWiEL B> CHROFP—FHA WL ZHOE) T &2, B
T BE. BN, N—20RE, FE, BE, RIE/FED. MREE e kb B HhloRLE
HIEFICGE > TV E T3, 7B PO, T— <R &Ik o> TXh, B, A7 4 VDR S
NEFTH, AL DPADRELZRLFAL V) HEXTH NS ET, LHICHEELLTa—H—I12L5
Mex 72y x Y IVOWEENSTREIC 2> TB Y, Wik (Middle English) TH2 M7= 2 ofEfiz, 1 F1) AL
FICBWTRIBEELREROVO LD L 2o TWE T,

MOVING ON
s Making a Summary e @104
Fill the gaps to comp]ete the summary.
Canterbury Cathedral is one of the oldest Christian (s ) in England. It is more
than 1,400 years old, and contains (s ) stained-glass windows that (d )

religious scenes. Up to now, they were thought to have been made in the 13th century, but a new
(t ), using a (d ) called a “windolyser”, confirms that some of them
go back to the mid-1100s, and might be among the oldest in the world. This (d ) can
be used on location without damaging the glass. It causes the inside material to radiate, with a
chemical (f ) that indicates its age. According to the professor, this result is
fantastic, as it joins science and art. The windows would have (w ) many historical
events, such as the (a ) of Thomas Becket, who ( f ) in many
of the windows, and even the (¢ ) that destroyed the cathedral in 1174.

This discovery has given us a fresh (p ) on England’s past.

— Uy

Discuss, write or present.

1. What buildings in Japan can you think of that might have witnessed some important

historical events? Say something about them.

2. In the video we can see these huge, beautiful windows in the Cathedral. What do you think
of them? Why did they put windows like this in the Cathedral?

3. Do you agree that the “windolyser” gives us a fresh perspective to a nation’s past?





