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ER On April 20, 1999, two heavily armed students
walked into Columbine High School and opened fire
on their classmates. They murdered 12 students and
one teacher, and injured 24 others. Since this massacre,
very little has been done to prevent similar tragedies.
News of gun-related deaths continues to air daily in
the United States; a country in which about 40% of
its citizens have guns at home. 2018 saw over 39,000
Americans become victims of gun-related suicides or
homicides, along with 336 mass shootings. In 2020, the
number of mass shootings rose to 611. Even with more
mass shootings than days in a year, Americans are still

divided in their views on gun control.

Pl The U.S. Constitution’s Second Amendment
grants its people the right to bear arms. It became a
part of U.S. law in 1791, allowing the population to
own guns for the defense of their homes, or country,
if necessary. Since then, many believe that this
amendment has been widely misinterpreted, and

gun laws even vary between states. In the name of

AFP=JIJI

&) DL03 ~ 09 @ CD1:03- ~ @) CD1=09
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self-defense, Americans now use this law as an excuse
to own military grade automatic and semi-automatic
weapons capable of killing dozens of people in seconds.
Even more worrisome, these weapons can be purchased
relatively easily from department stores, in gun
shops, online, or at gun shows, which have very few

restrictions.

El Due to these loose gun laws, the U.S. suffers from
a gun homicide rate about 25 times higher than other
wealthy countries and more public mass shootings
than anywhere else in the world. In 2007, a university
student killed 32 people and injured many others
at Virginia Tech. In 2012, 20 children and six staff
members were murdered by a shooter at Sandy Hook
Elementary School. In 2017, another lone gunman
killed 58 people and injured over 850 others at an
outdoor festival in Las Vegas. He fired over 1,000
rounds with an automatic rifle from the 32nd floor
of a nearby hotel. Each of these shootings lasted less
than 10 minutes. They, along with Columbine, are
only a few of the more infamous shootings that have
occurred, and even more surprisingly, only account
for a small percentage of all gun-related deaths in the
U.S.

Americans are naturally growing frustrated with
the lack of effort from the government to address
this problem, and 60% are now demanding stricter
gun control laws. One of the most famous advocates
for gun control is Michael Moore, who directed the

documentary Bowling for Columbine. In his film,
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he highlights wvarious factors that contribute to
America’s dangerous gun culture, including poverty,
racial inequality, violence on television, and
insufficient gun control laws among other things.
Political commentators and talk show hosts, too,
repeatedly argue the need for change, but the nation’s

leaders are unable to agree on a solution.

I3 After every mass shooting, the same dramatically
different arguments can be heard. Gun enthusiasts
say, “the only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a
good guy with a gun.” Some even propose armed guards
at schools, or even arming the teachers themselves.
Gun control advocates, on the other hand, believe that
restricting the availability and lethality of guns is the
answer. They insist that stricter background checks
should be imposed to keep guns out of the hands of
mentally ill or potentially dangerous people. They
also advocate mandatory gun safety courses, banning
assault rifles, setting legal limits on the number of
bullets a gun can hold, and setting extended waiting
periods when buying guns. However, even though the
majority of Americans support these commonsense
restrictions, they are repeatedly blocked from becoming

law.

I3 As of 2019, only 28% of Americans said that no
change was necessary, with only 11% preferring
even less strict gun regulations. Nevertheless, the
National Rifle Association continues to protect
itself by spending tens of millions of dollars annually

persuading Congress and the White House not to pass

Notes
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[Jas of 2019 2019FEAT

[JCongress #H%



new gun laws. It donates heavily to politicians who
are, in turn, happy to shift the blame for gun violence
on things like video games. Year after year, it is able
to block federal action such as government-funded
research on gun violence and proposals to ban assault

weapons, despite only representing a minority.

The massacre at Columbine High School happened
over 20 years ago, and the U.S. is still struggling to
solve its gun violence problem. It was reported in 2019
that Americans owned more than 423 million firearms;
almost half of all civilian-owned guns worldwide. Yet,
regardless of the tragically high number of gun-related
deaths, some lawmakers still argue that the only

solution is more guns.

EPA=JUI

Notes

[Jshift the blame for A on B
ADEF=BICEREKRT 2

[firearms 2%

Clcivilian —fi&ME
Oworldwide H5REIC
Oregardless of ~ ~[ZHhHHET

Olawmaker 3i75%#

Unit 1

Gun Control

17



=
<2
)
g

—_
(o]

Key Terms
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199944 H20H, 205 FMY 277 —v YEoan o34 ¥ Ekd THELE (mass
shooting) FEAHR Z %o FMBDEFE, T v 7 N) AL T4 527 LRV EPHE
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[ JU.S. Constitution’s Second Amendment AREFEEES 2%

17894F %5 1 Ml &R i 2% THRAE S L, OLAE IS0 S M7 MR B (G ORI R B 1R
# 1 5&~#%5104%, United States Bill of Rights) &, EIFR LM 0§ AT ROMERN 2 3
ELTWVD, TOMBIES 2 513, REMICE KT 5. “A well regulated Militia, being
necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear
Arms, shall not be infringed.” (D % RItid, HH 7% State DL LI E > TRLETDH
O ANRVPRGERA L, T TN ChE2BLTIELELH0,)I T
DHRA ¥ i, State DFEIR, State & [M ] & UL REZ T 2 0ZMOEFTH
O AR NI SRR % 528 7w GRFIIMER]) o — 75, State & [EISK] & 3 1UE, REFTHR O
MEFNIBANIC G- 2 5 (A BIHER)) . BERIEEZ L2 WD STk 2 £51E T & v,
20084FE D B #F R (Supreme Court ruling) 1%, ## Th - 72,

[1Bowling for Columbine W& [K7\)>45 - 74— 20V ]
20024E 1A SN AT V- A—=TEBIZIA NF 2 AV &) —BLl, a0 N
4 VERSELS FF IS, 7 2 ) gkt ORRIR (origin) & ZD X T 1 TN E
(influence) IV TH-> T 5,

[ INational Rifle Association £X3>4 7/l#Hs
187TI4ERRN. DK T A 7 Vihas (NRA) 1. % FEOMEF] % ¥k 3 2 F 2K (interest
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%O E—&8) (lobbying) # BB 3 %, & BEUIIH50077 Ao T 5 AN EZEDE (vote) & /&
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Comprehension Check D

AXDABE—HBTBHEDIIT. —BLABAWVWEDIIFZRVFEL &£ 5, C CheckLink

1. After the mass shooting at Columbine High School, many measures have been
taken to protect students from mass murders. [T/F]

2. The U.S. Constitution’s Second Amendment makes it difficult for its people to
purchase guns. [T/F]

3. Loose gun laws in the U.S. cause a much higher rate of mass shootings than
any other country. [T/F]

4. In his film, Michel Moore highlights the government’s insufficient gun control
laws. [T/F]

5. While proposing armed teachers at schools, gun enthusiasts admit the
importance of mandatory gun safety courses. [T/F]

6. In 2019, the majority of Americans believed that strict gun control was
necessary. [T/F]

Comprehension Check 2>

AXDABREED LDHIC, BRENOSKREBULEDZRVEIL &5, C,CheckLink

1. What kind of right does the U.S. Constitution’s Second Amendment grant?

a. The right to vote
b. The right to sell guns
c. The right to bear arms

2. Who is Michael Moore?

a. A talk show host
b. A film director
c. A gun enthusiast

3. According to the text, which statement is true?

a. Even though most Americans support gun control, it is often blocked from
becoming law.

b. Even at present, few U.S. citizens want changes in gun regulations.

c. The U.S. is no longer struggling to solve its gun-related problems.
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[ JHOEAZELKEANEZITLED,

Mass shootings and gun-related deaths 1-[ U.S. / daily / have / the /
occurrences in / become ], but Americans cannot agree on the need for gun
control. U.S. laws allow Americans to obtain guns of various kinds easily. As a
result, the U.S. suffers from a gun homicide rate %[ about / other / 25 / countries
/ than / times / wealthy / higher ] and more public mass shootings than anywhere
else in the world. Americans are growing frustrated with the lack of effort from
the government to address this problem, and 60% 3-[ stricter / control / are / gun
/ laws / now demanding ]. However, politicians who are funded by the National
Rifle Association regularly block efforts to change gun control laws. They argue
that giving people more guns is the only way to protect them.
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