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Library on Wheels
ANEZZZBDEREDHEW

AP/Aflo

BEEREEVWTI~30 () AICELZEEEEZANELL D,

1. In some rural areas of Sri Lanka, there are no library (f_ _ _ _ __ _ _ _

children.
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2. Mahinda Dasanayaka came up with the idea of making a library on

(w_____ ).
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3. Dasanayaka hopes that the children will ( e ) their knowledge by

reading books.
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1.

Having witnessed the hardships faced by children ( )
villages have no library facilities, Dasanayaka was looking for ways to help
them.
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. Dasanayaka rides his motorbike, ( ) is fixed with a steel box

to hold books.
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. Dasanayaka wanted to do something for kids ( ) never got

the opportunity to read.
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Dasanayaka’s program is mainly centered in Kegalle, a mountainous region of

Sri Lanka about 85 kilometers northeast of the Indian Ocean island nation’s
capital, Colombo. His program has spread to more than 20 villages in Kegalle.

He also has expanded it to some villages in Sri Lanka’s former civil war zone in
the northern region, more than 340 kilometers from his home. The long civil war
ended in 2009 when government troops defeated Tamil rebels who were fighting to
create a separate state for their ethnic minority in the north.

Dasanayaka, who is from the ethnic majority Sinhalese, believes books can
build a bridge between the two ethnic groups.

The Associated Press
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1. Kegalle is a mountainous region of the Indian Ocean island nation about 52
mile northeast of Colombo.
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2. Shihara works in the village of Kannantota, about 20 kilometer away from
Dasanayaka’s home.
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Books by bike: Sri Lankan man runs mobile library for
kids

During his leisure time, Mahinda Dasanayaka, 32, packs
his motorbike with books and rides his mobile library—
across mostly muddy roads running through tea-growing
mountain areas—to underprivileged children in rural parts
of Sri Lanka.

Having witnessed the hardships faced by children whose
villages have no library facilities, Dasanayaka was looking
for ways to help them. Then he got the idea for his library on
wheels.

Dasanayaka works as a child protection officer for the
government. On his days off—mostly during weekends—he
rides his motorbike, which is fixed with a steel box to hold
books, to rural villages and distributes the reading materials
to children free of charge. “The children are very keen, and
they are eagerly waiting for me—always looking for new
books,” he said by phone.

Dasanayaka began the program in 2017 with 150 books—
some of his own and others donated by friends, colleagues
and well-wishers. He bought a second-hand Honda motorbike
for 30,000 Sri Lankan rupees ($162). He then fixed a steel
box on the bike’s pillion seat.

Apart from giving away books, Dasanayaka also speaks to
the children for a few minutes, usually under a roadside tree,
highlighting the value of reading, books and authors. He then
conducts a discussion on books the children have read, with
the aim of eventually forming reading clubs.

While Dasanayaka spends his own money on his program,
he is not wealthy, with a take-home income of 20,000 rupees
($108) a month from his job. He said he spends about a
quarter of that on gasoline for his mobile library. He lives
with his wife, who is also a government worker, and their two

children. “I live a simple life,” he said. “No big hopes, and 1
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am not chasing after material values such as big houses and chase after... [~Z&L ks
cars.” 3]

Dasanayaka said he does not seek any monetary benefit monetary &gzl
from his program. “My only happiness is to see that children
read books, and I would be delighted to hear the kids say delighted [3nLL\
that books helped them to change their lives,” he said. “That’s

my ultimate happiness.” ultimate [SEO]

The Associated Press
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A Sri Lankan government worker has set up a mobile library that serves to
(1 ) the literacy development of children living in local villages.
Mahinda Dasanayaka used his own money, as well as resources donated by others,
to (= ) a used motorcycle, attach a box, and (3 ) it
with books for the children. As well as lending books to the children, he also talks
with them about what they have read, hoping that reading clubs will

(+ ) someday.

buy fill support form
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He packs his motorbike with books and drives his mobile library in his spare

time.

. He came up with the idea for a mobile library.
. When he began the program, he had 150 library books.

. He hopes to gain some monetary benefit from his program.
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Which of the following adjectives best matches Dasanayaka’s description of
the children’s reactions when he visits with the books?

a. Impoverished

b. Enthusiastic

c. Privileged

d. Confused

. Which of the following statements about his motorcycle is true?

a. It used to belong to one of his colleagues in the child protection
department.

b. It cost him more money than he typically earns every month after taxes.

c. It is a new model, specifically designed for rural delivery workers.

d. It is sold by Honda with the choice of an extra seat or an inbuilt storage

box.

. Dasanayaka hopes that his efforts will

a. attract big sponsors and lift his family out of poverty one day.

b. encourage others to start similar mobile libraries in neighboring areas.

c. contribute to transforming children’s lives.

d. be continued by one of his children when he is too old to ride the

motocycle.





