@ Preface

Today, people and information circulate the globe freely, bringing with them
new possibilities for innovation and problem-solving. However, to make these
possibilities happen we must work together with people who see the world very
differently from us. For this, when we evaluate the actions of others, we must
not blindly reapply judgments about the world we have already made based on
personal experiences. In a word, we must learn to recognize our prejudices and
see past them, to discover new ways of seeing the world. In so doing, we will be
able to not only understand others better but also come up with wonderfully
creative ideas that would never occur to us if we could only see the world in one
way.

This text features 15 movies, each of which portrays the lives of outstanding
individuals who struggle to succeed due to the prejudices of others concerning
their race, sexuality, religion, culture, social class, education, etc. Each essay
attempts to show the problems these individuals face and the behavior they
take in response, framed in their own perspectives. It is my hope that thinking
about how these 15 outstanding individuals saw the world and how their
perspective shaped their futures will serve as practice for understanding and

cooperating with others in our increasingly diverse world.

Joseph Tabolt
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Choosing a Home
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1. depression ( a. a strong feeling of wanting something or someone

2. establish ( b. to change one thing for another

3. location ( . a period of high unemployment and wide-spread

4. longing ( poverty
(

. to form social or economic roots in a new area

5. replace

. a place where something happens or exists
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We can all agree that everyone needs a place to call
“home.” Home is where we are most ourselves. Even so, it
is surprisingly hard to pinpoint what makes somewhere a
good home. Most would agree that the location of our
home can change throughout our lives; perhaps our fami-
ly moves, or perhaps we move out of our parents’ house to
raise our own family. But, what about somewhere in a
different country with different customs or even a differ-
ent language? In Brooklyn, the protagonist Eilis gives us
her answer to this question through her struggle to find a
place to call home in a foreign country.

Eilis is raised in Ireland during the depression in the
early 1950s. As a young adult, she is unable to find work
there, so she leaves for Brooklyn, NY, where her sister has
arranged a boarding house for her to live in and a job for
her. Once there, Eilis quickly discovers that just having a
place to sleep and a job does not make a place home. For
Eilis, home is where her family, particularly her sister, is.
In Brooklyn, she does not know the people around her
and the people around her do not know her. She does not
know the customs and at her residence she is surrounded
by strangers who, unlike her, are comfortable in Brooklyn
and with the rules of the house. Even at work, she is un-
able to make friendly chat with customers because she is
unfamiliar with the local sensibilities. All around, she
feels a sense of inferiority and alienation. Meanwhile,
whenever she reads her letters from her sister in Ireland
or hears Irish songs, she is overwhelmed with a longing
for “home.” Eilis is suffering from homesickness.

However, she begins to grow new roots. She attends
an accounting class at Brooklyn University and earns
professional qualifications. She meets Tony, a kind Italian
boy and they fall in love at first sight. Eilis finds someone
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who, like her sister, thinks of her all the time and who
unconditionally appreciates her presence. After this, she
gains confidence in her surroundings, her performance at
work improves and she builds relationships of mutual
trust with her boarding mates. In short, she finds a place
in Brooklyn where she feels useful and wanted. Has
Brooklyn replaced Ireland as her home?

Suddenly, Eilis receives notice that her sister has
died. Eilis must choose: does she stay in Brooklyn and
continue her new life or does she go back to Ireland to
help her mother, who is now alone? When Tony lovingly
tells her to go and that “home is home,” Eilis replies, “I'm
not sure I have a home anymore.” Torn between two plac-
es, Kilis does not know what home is anymore. She goes
back, where her mother and childhood friend welcome
her. She is offered her sister’s job as an accountant, and
even finds a suitable companion. Eilis is confronted with
a difficult decision. She has two places she can choose
from to call home. In the end, Eilis chooses Brooklyn over
her birthplace, showing us that the best home is not nec-
essarily the place we were born.

Brooklyn reflects an increasingly common trend in to-
day’s global society: it is often not the case that the people
who call a place home were born there, or even in that
country. The personal freedom we have in modern society
gives each of us the possibility to explore the world and
establish ourselves somewhere we truly feel needed and
at home. Eilis serves as an inspiration to all of us. She
gathered the courage to venture outside the place she had
always called home and find her way in a world filled with
opportunities. Ultimately, Eilis’s journey led her to fulfill-
ment in a place far from her birth home.
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m Comprehension Check

Read & Write

ROEBDPAXDARICEAET (True) Z. abRIFNIEF (False) ZEUVEL £,
Fic. TOEHEAND SIREHLTHEL £D,

1. Eilis’s relationship with Tony is similar to the one she has with her sister. T/F

Why?:

2. For Eilis, Brooklyn and Ireland both seem like possible homes. T/F
Why?:

3. Most people think of a place as home because they were born and raised

there. T/F
Why?:
Listen & Write &) DL042~044 @) CD142- ~ @) CD1=44

BR2EWTERZEDTHE. AXDODABICRHEDBDEREVEL £D.

1. does Eilis Brooklyn instead of

her hometown?

(A) Her sister found a boarding house for her.
(B) She needed a job.

(C) She did not like her home.

(D) She did not know the customs there.

2. best Tony?
(A) Eilis’s only marriage candidate
(B) A kind, French boy
(C) Eilis’s support in Brooklyn

(D) Eilis’s classmate at Brooklyn University

3. According tothisessay, _is the most important characteristic of
a ?
(A) We feel needed there.
(B) We were born there.
(C) Our family is there.
(D) We have a job there.
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Write & Speak
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m Thinking about Our Diversity
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1. Imagine you are an immigrant in a foreign country, find a job, make new
friends and grow new roots there. In your personal opinion, could the coun-

try replace the country you were born in as your home?

2. Imagine you have to choose between the foreign country where you feel
useful and wanted and the country you were born. Which would you choose

and why?
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