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The Power of Imagination and Effort
RREBRERND

DAY hTRE BRADEBENESBHICOVNTEIMENEZRBLC. REEHBR
FEN) EBNRDHEEFOET,

#® Pre-reading tasks
O UTFOBEMISH LT, BROEZEBLTHEL LS,

Q1. Who do you think has a good imagination? Name someone who has a rich
imagination or has invented an innovative product.

Q2. Do you like washoku, Japanese dishes? Why?

Q3. Do you often use emoji, pictorial symbols, when texting messages? Why?

O 001 ~3100T. ¥52AS FOBREMVNTHEL £ S,

Peer #1 Peer #2 Peer #3
Name: Name: Name:
Q1.
Q2.
Qs.
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The Power of Imagination and Effort

o Among the nearly 200 countries on Earth, one nation stands out for its
creative and practical contributions to global society. According to analysis by the
prominent US business, media and financial company Forbes, 10% of the world’s
most innovative companies originated in Japan. This high proportion reveals
the extent of the Japanese people’s imagination and effort, a combined power that

influences not only the nation in question but also the world at large.

e In recent years, global appreciation of washoku has seen a sharp rise, with
more people eating it and learning how to make or cook it. The reason behind this
trend lies in the fact that many Japanese dishes are carefully created to please
not only the taste buds but also the eyes. With delicate constructions and seasonal
touches, many arrangements represent “art on a plate.” Even bento lunchboxes
receive much worldwide admiration for their creative use of the color, shape and
positioning of ingredients to produce artistic images and characters. Some popular
meals, though, were developed for purely practical reasons. One example is instant
noodles. Momofuku Ando, a Japanese entrepreneur, struggled to resolve the issue
of how to make an inexpensive meal that could be stored long-term, then easily
prepared and eaten within minutes. Due to the entrepreneur’s imagination and

effort, the world now consumes billions of these meals every day.

e Anime, or Japanese (animated) cartoons, is another part of domestic culture
that impacts societies beyond Japan’s shores. Nowadays, because of artists’ creative
efforts, such as producing unique characters, this art form has earned growing
interest and popularity among audiences overseas. The impact is felt not only by
audiences, but by filmmakers, too. For instance, director Hayao Miyazaki’s 2001
animated movie “Spirited Away,” is said to have influenced producers of animated
films in the US, who praise such movies for their elaborate details and uplifting
themes. Together with manga comics, the art form has even made its way into
education in some foreign countries due to its exciting and inspiring storylines. For
example, teachers at certain colleges and universities use the two genres to teach
and encourage students to deepen their knowledge and understanding of Japanese

culture.
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UNIT1  The Power of Imagination and Effort

O A further area that has witnessed the effects of Japanese imagination and
effort is how people communicate and receive information. At the turn of the century,
mobile phone companies in Japan limited text messages to a maximum of around
250 characters. However, people wanted to express more within that limitation.
This problem was resolved by Shigetaka Kurita, who created emoji, and found a
way for these pictorial symbols to be transferred as a single character, just like
one letter. The effect of Kurita’s breakthrough is strikingly evident, in that billions
of people around the globe now include emoji with their text messages and click on
emoji featured on popular SNS sites and messaging applications. Masahiro Hara
is a second name that may be unfamiliar to many, although he was the key person
behind the now familiar Quick Response Code, or QR Code. Initially developed
as a high capacity barcode for the manufacturing industry, its use has become
widespread not only in Japan but also in other countries, which is largely due to

Hara’s belief that the invention be free for all to use.

e In terms of land size and population, Japan may not be among the largest
countries of the world. Yet, in terms of the impact of its imagination and effort, the
nation hits far above its weight. Therefore, it is surely only a matter of time before

we see its next imaginative and unique contribution at home and abroad.
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1. (

) Forbes announced that one fifth of the innovative companies originated
in Japan.

) Japanese dishes have been rapidly gaining popularity across the globe.

) Mr. Ando’s imagination and effort have led to a large global

consumption of instant noodles.

) Japanese comics are utilized as teaching materials in foreign high
schools.

) Emoji were created by Mr. Hara, who believes that emoji should be
used without cost.

) We can expect to witness Japan’s next imaginative and unique

contribution to global society in a matter of time.
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to find a solution to a problem
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According to Reading (pp. 12-13), washoku, anime, emoji, and QR Code, which
have reflected Japanese people’s imagination and effort, have influenced global
society. What other domestic products have impacted global society? List two

products and their impact on the world.

CAUSE

Japanese people’s imagination and effort

EFFECT (IMPACT)

Contributions to global society

Wagashi, Japanese traditional
sweets

e Beautiful appearance

€.9- | e Lower in calories than western
sweets (often made from rice
without fresh cream)

Gaining popularity and entering
overseas markets

(e.g.) Minamoto Kitchoan, Co., Ltd.
(opening its international stores in
NY, London, Singapore, Taipei, and
Hong Kong)

15
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2. YSAAM MM V2E21—% LT, ERZEVTHFEL LD,

XA CAUSE: What Japanese products have impacted global society?

EFFECT: What impact do the products have on global society?

CAUSE

Japanese people’s imagination and effort

EFFECT (IMPACT)
Contributions to global society

Peer #1 Name:

Peer #2 Name:

Peer #3 Name:






