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Are You Ready for a Pet?
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Q1. Have you ever owned a pet? If so, what animal?

Q2. What is the best point of owning a pet?

Q3. What is the worst point of owning a pet?
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Are You Ready for a Pet?

n The decision to become a pet owner is not to be taken lightly. Owning a
pet is a great responsibility. Most animals that make good pets, such as cats
and dogs, rely on their owners to provide food, shelter, healthcare, and even
love. Unfortunately, many pets suffer because their owners were not really
ready to be a pet owner when they adopted the animal. For one thing, many
pet owners do not realize how much time it takes, both long- and short-term,

to care for a pet.

a Being a pet owner means making a long-term promise. In fact, a pet
owner should expect to be responsible for the pet until it dies. Some dogs,
especially smaller ones, may live for ten years or more, and cats may live
even longer. People who want to adopt a dog or cat should first try to imagine
their lives over the next fifteen years and make sure they really want to be
responsible for the animal for that long. Most people will experience major
lifestyle changes over fifteen years. A pet owner may get married or move to
a new city or a small apartment. Sadly, many pet owners do not think of the
future when they choose to get a pet and sometimes abandon the pet when

such changes occur.

B Pet owners are also responsible for their pet on a daily basis. Pets need
to be fed every day, more often for some pets. A dog may need to be walked
three or four times a day, while cats may need to be let out of the house in
the morning and let back in at night. Equally important is daily love and
affection. For the pet owner, these duties are not a choice, and they cannot
be delayed. It does not matter if the pet owner is tired, sick, or busy with

other responsibilities. The pet’s daily needs must be met. Many pets become
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25 hungry or lonely because their owners leave the house early in the morning

and do not return until late at night.

a Clearly, having a pet takes a huge amount of time, both daily and over
the long-term. However, if a person is prepared to accept this responsibility,
a pet can be a wonderful friend. A well-loved pet will never be angry with

30 its owner, or abandon him or her.

Notes .......................................................................................................................... .
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1. (
2. (
3. (

) People should not make a decision carelessly on whether to have a pet.
) If you want to have a pet, you should expect to care for it until it dies.

) Smaller dogs may live more than ten years and tend to live longer than
cats.

) Some pets are abandoned by owners whose lifestyle has changed.
) On a daily basis, loving your pet is more important than feeding it.

) If you catch a cold, you do not have to walk your dog.



UNIT 1 Are You Ready for a Pet?

a RDEXIIEXDENTYT, AXDABICEDI &S, EFRZEECIEDHE L&D (FLED
XFMERENTVEY), TDOERT, BERZEVTEAZHRALEL LS,

pDL06 -@cDos

Before adopting an animal, you should realize that "o ) a pet takes
a huge amount of time, on a long-term and *d ) basis. Firstly,
pet owners have a great Gr ) to care for their pet until the pet

dies. Secondly, pet owners should care for their pet every day. If you are ready

for a pet and *a ) these responsibilities, you can become wonderful
e f ) with your pet.
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A’s opinion
( ) A dog is not only a pet but also a best friend.
( ) Therefore, owning a dog makes your life richer.

( ) Dog owners never feel lonely because they have their best friends

around.
( ) Owning a dog is the most wonderful thing in our life.
B’s opinion

( ) It is really odd that humans would capture another species,

domesticate it, stick a collar on it, and call it a pet.
( ) So, I believe it is immoral to keep dogs as pets.
( ) Owning a dog boosts a man’s ego.

( ) If we want to teach children about animals, we should make the effort
to go to their natural habitat and observe them.

3. BLRIFATAEBTADEESOERICERTIN? ZDERIXMATIHL? HET
Z2WVTHELLS,




