L A&

AR Realise Japan ([4 ¥V ANFFIRE 2SR HA]D) 1%, 2014 4F124
At b S N7z Realise Britain ([4 ) A5 L EEIER)) OfifHic
12T FANTH b,

T, L 2MOTFAMOEFTHL ) v - T af AKOREIC
OV TBI 9. YVaAsf AR, 1970 F1Ca ¥ FUHREOT AT 4 —
FCHEENZe A F) ZADHMF v 7 A7 4 — FRFEEK, 1992 123K
HL., #FCHAEZHAT, ZO®RBERTALEKOIEEOLI, &
Sk =2 =X 4 —27 HARM] SHEEZEET, 2000 4EH 5 7 EM A F)
ADEHM [FA4)— TV 7 77] RERREZBO . BIEIBET
7V —ORBEL LTHEEL, HRICDALVLPR - TE T L, AHEOH
B T4 ) 2ANHRE] L) BESARLONIZOL, YV af 2K [F
A) = FLZI7)] OfFREE LTHERLBEELZZERLTOZETH
5o

VaAd AR FIRERCO 2006 F£12, ENETO M4EITDIZLHA
WIEORERE . BIREE LCoREREZ F 20, NHKE2S [[=v K
Y] AM—REAREOWE LR — ] ZHB L7z, PR HAR
Bl 2 VIZHARABUIEFH 2N [T= vy R4k ] AM) Burrted—
EioT 0FEHROBIED B BHRAKITONTVD, KTFAFONED
MR 2RO L7202, COEHHEZBL W/ EEWENTH S,

VaA AR M=y R ot AM] okl [T7 20 2] AM]L
M4 ¥y 2ttax] AM), TBEOEER] 2L, EXT7TX)AE/FIR
T EME ML, STREHRBEIAY—HLVEVY—F)ALD
—NEoTWwWh, L2LYafAKOIA Y —HDLWIEY vy —F 1 A b
ELTOREIE, RE) HATISFERES Lok, FIRE & LCRlH
PENREBRTH D, VaA AKIZ 2016 FEOMDIZEEENS B T=v



RUHE] AM—EEA, HRTHOEAT 2] 2HHRL, BOHAIZH
RINT D &l o 2O 10EDOMIC, HAIIFZEIL L 22850 & 21t
LCWhRWESEHY, Yaf ARG ELZEIOLIELIDESL S,
COLIBRROTFTTEINLEARTF A ML M=y RS IAM] & [H
[= v RHE&] AM] O OVER 2 2. 1992 409k H LR 24 4812
WHYaf AROHARBRE FLOLDDELEZDLEL )

XC, AFFAPOANFECALHEZMITCAL ). BLFRIE, 2O7
F A MONBFFHEALLEGR TH Do LML IOTF A MIEFMIN 2
B L X032 <, “expats” (TEZME{EH ], Unit 15O &) L LT
5ERZHATHEI LY a4 AKOHAEE~OFE N, K, Wb 72
L, BETMHTWD, 22 Unit 8T, Yaf AR [B=a—] &
W BENRBHLALTREVLTWS, TlHOHARAIIE ST, [B
Za—] EVIIRBIEIBLLALDBLVHOLEDN, YVaf AROREVIL
Vad AKROWETHE (X1 R) o b fE (HA) oTbhsfio

&, MuE O AL RRER L2 AN 2 BE O SRR DS — SR 7o B U & 3
ﬂbfwéi5ﬁﬁtéo~ﬁf HARO RIS ) & 2RO ¥ AT A

SICHAAND A SF 7 IFEICIE, Eo& D & LAHEREZRL TV,
jt%'iﬂxﬁ%?b WMEDHEBSTnAEI LI, Vagf AKICE > TSR
AHTOHN, B BIIRIEINZL) BHESZE LD, TUDPERT F
AMDOKHIES S

KFF A POERICY 2o TE, Vaal ARICHEZL W, 4 X)) A%k
B TEIER T STV ARV, TR E L REHLFOYIT
bW EIIC, FORERLETW ARV, RFICKATT A MOH
Blcdh7m0 . 2RESRIZWEEWESREOMMEIENL E HHEKIC
EHOBERLIZV,

FRC294E 1A MTEH



Preface

“Japan is an island nation in east Asia.” I remember reading
those words in a geography book as a schoolboy. The reason I
remember it so many years later is that I was curious about
Japan and I was dreadfully disappointed with the dry tone in
which that book continued to explain Japan. I knew Japan was a
fascinating society and I wanted to read something that reflected
that.

Moreover, I couldn’t find out much from other sources. Local
libraries didn’t have many books on Japan. I did find a gripping
book about the samurai but I knew that didn’t tell me much about
modern Japan.

Fortunately, many years later, I had the wonderful experience
not just of visiting Japan but of studying, working and living there.
Some of the time it was difficult for me because I experienced
culture shock but most of the time it was surprising and intriguing.
Indeed, the stranger things seemed the stronger the impression it
made on me.

Even more fortunately, I have had the chance as a reporter
and writer to try to convey what I experienced of Japan to other
people. My aim was not to provide the most comprehensive or
the most intellectual analysis of Japan and its society. If you
follow, I set out not to explain that Japan is an island nation with
a population of 127 million, whose capital is Tokyo and whose
national language is Japanese etc.

Rather, I wanted to give a sense of what it felt like to live in
Japan. It’s unavoidable that this is rather “personal”. My writing
reflects what I felt, what I enjoyed and what I found amusing or

irritating. Other people will have had very different experiences
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of Japan and so I think of this as “one British person’s view of
Japan”. It’s not even “the British view of Japan”, let alone a
“definitive guide to Japan”.

It isn’t always easy to “see” your own country but I have
tried to help readers do that through these chapters. Things that
you think of as normal turn out to be unfamiliar to people from
overseas. In my own case, I can remember being amazed noticing
that tourists from many different countries didn’t know that
there was no table service at English pubs.

And sometimes things that you think of as unique to your
country are not at all surprising to people from other countries.
Just for example, people sometimes assume that their country is
the only one with regional accents or that tongue-twisters only
exist in their language.

Writing about Japan by outsiders is sometimes said to “hold
up a mirror” to Japanese society. That may be a bit grandiose
if applied to my scribblings but I have tried to help readers do
that through these chapters. I like the idea of a “mirror” because
I don’t think that I have given conclusive answers but rather
would like students to look again at their own country, language
and culture. The only thing that I really want to make readers

see is what an interesting subject Japan is.

Colin Joyce
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People all around the world think of the Japanese as
very polite people. So I was rather surprised that, when I lived
in Japan, people there sometimes said that they think of the
English as “gentlemen”.

Personally, I don’t think my countrymen are always
particularly well mannered. The English swear and drink a lot,
for example. I certainly found Japanese people more courteous.

So it was very flattering to hear such praise from Japanese,
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although I suspected it was in fact just an example of Japanese
being polite.

There are certain manners in Japan that I came to really
like. When I am at a supermarket or a bookshop or wherever,
I tend to stand back and scan the shelves. Quite often this is
inconvenient for other customers as I will be blocking the aisle.
The only option for them is to walk in front of me, which I don’t
think is rude at all. However, in Japan, people see it as ill-
mannered to cut across someone’s line of vision. Out of the corner
of my eye, I often noticed someone hesitating to walk in front of
me. Then he or she would scurry past with a slight nod of the
head while raising one hand in apology. This gesture struck me
as very cute because I was aware that I had caused the situation
and the other person had barely caused me any trouble at all by
hurrying past.

There are more passengers than seats on Japanese trains.
Sometimes, I would see two people who were travelling together
but were presented with a dilemma when one seat became
available in front of them. Of course, both of them would offer
the seat to the other but eventually one of them would take it.
This happens in other countries too but what happened next is
peculiar to Japan: the person who has sat down would offer to
take the bag from the friend left standing, to place it on his or
her knees. This little act of “reciprocity” always touched me.

After I returned to England, I realised that the British
have some good manners too. It is just that I was so used to
them, having grown up in England, that I didn’t notice them.
For example, if you accidentally bump into someone the other
person will apologise at the same time as you, as if both parties
were equally to blame. The English say “Sorry” a lot and not only
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when something is their fault. (e.g. “Sorry but you are standing
on my toe.”)

The English are also good at queueing. If, for example,
there are long queues at three supermarket tills, another shop
assistant will come and open a new till and invite customers
to come over. At this point, the customers at the other tills will
usually try to work out between themselves who should go over
and in what order. Obviously, the person who has been waiting
the longest will get priority. But also, if one person has only two
items, he or she might be invited to go first by a person with
lots of shopping. So the English try to act fairly and decently. (I
have been in other countries where people seem to think of such
a scenario as “my chance to be first” and run over to the newly
opened till.)

When I went to live in New York, I was expecting to
meet a lot of bad-mannered people because New Yorkers
have a reputation for being rude. I did have some unpleasant
experiences but they were rare and were far outnumbered by
experiences of very polite people. I was amazed to find, for
example, that if you sneeze in a public place, complete strangers
will say “Bless you”. Americans also called me “sir” a lot, which I
found disarming.

It may sound strange but I can remember a male assistant
at a New York gym displaying perfect manners on one occasion.
I was lifting weights, which I then put on a leather bench while
resting. The man came over, introduced himself by name, told me
he worked at the gym and asked how I was. Then he asked me
not to put the weights on the bench “because they can damage
the leather”. He apologised for troubling me and wished me a

nice day. It only took a few seconds but I was impressed that he
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had done it so nicely rather than just saying, “Don’t put weights
on the bench, please.”

If T had to choose one custom that I particularly
appreciated from all of my experiences, it would be a Japanese
one. Young people now will probably not know about this because
of the spread of digital cameras and camera phones but, until
the late 1990s, Japanese people would often make extra copies
of photographs that they had taken and give them to the people
in the photographs. I like looking at photographs very much
but I didn’t take many. Somehow, I found it distracting to take
out my camera when I was at a party, but later I would have no
memento of the occasion. It wasn’t cheap to have photographs
developed and order extra prints but thanks to the kindness of
Japanese friends I have pictures to help me recall many happy
times in that country.

Queuing is more orderly in some countries than in others.
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| comprehension Check

.
1.

2,

Match each word with its definition.

l
1. swear a. to examine an area carefully but quickly
2. courteous b. full of praise and compliments

3.
4
5

flattering c. polite and showing respect for other people

. scan d. to run with quick short steps

. scurry e. to use rude and offensive language

Complete each sentence by choosing the correct answer.

. The author doesn’t think of the English as particularly polite

a. because they often use offensive language.
b. because they rarely say sorry even when they are at fault.

c. because they often rush to the newly opened till in a shop.

. When the author lived in New York,

a. an assistant at a gym called him “sir”.
b. he met more polite people than rude people.
c. a stranger asked him to say, “Bless you”.

. The author particularly appreciates that

a. Japanese friends gave him copies after they took pictures
together.
b. the Japanese offer available seats to each other on trains.

c. the Japanese always say “Sorry” at shops.

Think about the following questions.
What are some examples of good manners in Japan compared
with good manners in England and America?

Why do the Japanese say “Itadakimasu” before eating meals?
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