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1 A Snowman That
Neither Melted Nor Stuck
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2 VOCABULARY PREVIEW
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1. Celine is often happy one moment and then angry the next without a good
reason. I like her very much, but she is difficult to deal with because she is
S0
a. magnificent b. moody c. moral

2. When you shop at a flea market, prices are not fixed. You have to
with the shop owners before a price is agreed upon.
a. negotiate b. nominate c. navigate

3. My parents hate everything I do, especially my mother. She is always

of my friends, my clothing, and my lifestyle.

a. cooperative b. confident c. critical

4. 1 much in my life. For example, I am sorry that I did not study
more when I was in high school.
a. rejoice b. regret c. recruit

5. A dog barks and a cat mews, but a horse when it makes a sound.

a. neighs b. nods c. nuzzles
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READING SR

One snowy afternoon, Harry de Leyer went to an
auction. He returned home with a horse he had bought
for $80. The horse was thin, weak, and lonely looking.
Harry’s children ran outside to see their father’s latest
purchase. Heavy snow had piled up high on the horse’s
back. Harry’s son commented that the animal looked
like a snowman. That became the horse’s name.

In fact, because of heavy snow on the roads, Harry
had been late for the auction. Snowman had been a last
minute choice, one of the leftovers. His owners had been
leading him away with the other unsold animals just as
Harry decided to buy him.

Because Snowman was slower than Harry had expect-
ed, he decided to use the new horse in his riding school.
Within weeks, Snowman became everyone’s favorite
horse at the school. He had a pleasant character, never
trying to bring riders back to the stable or throw them
off. He was just the type of horse that Harry had wanted
for his students. Horses could be moody, but Snowman
warmed up to everyone.

The school, though, was not doing well at all; Harry
decided to close it down. A man who lived nearby offered
Harry $200 for Snowman. Harry did not want to give up
the horse, as he had grown fond of him, but he needed
the money. The man handed Harry $200 in cash and
Snowman vanished.

Harry regretted what he had done. His children, too,
criticized him for getting rid of the beloved horse. Oddly
enough, Harry and his children were not the only ones
sorry about the deal. On the first night at his new own-
er’s farm, Snowman jumped over the barnyard fence and
escaped. In the morning, Harry found Snowman in his
yard. The horse neighed happily when he saw his friend
Harry. Harry had to return the horse to its new owner,

2
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however.

The new owner put Snowman in a pen with a higher
fence. Again, however, that night the horse leaped over
the fence and returned to Harry. Finally, the new owner
put up very high fences that would be impossible for a
horse to get over. Yet again, the next morning, when
Harry came out of his house, there was Snowman.

Harry negotiated; the new owner happily accepted
his $200 back in exchange for the horse. Immediately,
Harry got to work testing Snowman and found that his
hunch had been correct. When he bought Snowman,
Harry hoped that he might become a race horse. He dis-
covered that Snowman was not fast, but he could jump.
Harry trained him regularly.

By 1959, Snowman had won the greatest prize a horse
could hope to receive. 13,000 people applauded loudly
at Madison Square Garden in New York when Snowman
got his award as “Horse of the Year.”

From the age of seven in 1956, Snowman kept win-
ning competitions over the next decade. He lived a long
life, dying peacefully in 1969. It was very fortunate that
Harry had gotten the chance to discover Snowman’s true
talent.

There had been seven horses at the auction that
snowy day in the early 1950s. Later that day, all of them
were sold to a glue factory. They were dead by the end of
that week.

Snowman would have been one of them. Thanks to
Harry, however, this special horse with a gentle charac-
ter went on to become one of the most famous horses in

history rather than the contents of a bottle of glue.
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1. Which of the following is true about Snowman?
a. He had once been a champion race horse.
b. He was moody with riding school students.
c. He nearly died young in the early 1950s.
2. Who gave Snowman his name?
a. His trainer. b. Harry’s son. c. An auctioneer.
3. How did Harry de Leyer discover Snowman’s talent?
a. Snowman always returned to Harry after he had been sold.
b. Snowman outran every horse in important racing competitions.
c. Harry’s son had trained the horse to run in snowy weather.
4. How much “profit” did Harry make when he sold Snowman?
a. $80. b. $120. c. $200.
5. For which of the following did Snowman become famous?
a. He won a prestigious prize at a horse show in New York City.
b. He was the most popular horse at Harry’s riding school.
c. His picture was used on a famous brand of glue.

:%: SUMMARY mDLOOS OCD1-13
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Snowman is one of the best-known horses of all time, though he was nearly
taken away to a V(g ) factory and killed at a very young age. Luck-
ily, Harry de Leyer was able to buy him for a low price at an ®(a ).

Snowman got his name from Harry’s son. When the boy first saw the horse,
lots of snow had ®(p ) up on his back. Snowman fit in well at Har-
ry’s riding school because he was not ®(m ) with riders.

Snowman’s special ability was discovered after a man living nearby had
®(p ) the horse from Harry. Though Harry © (r ) that he had
sold him, Snowman returned to him again and again. He always jumped over
the high @(f ) put up to keep him in. Harry then ®(n ) with the
new @ (o ), and soon bought Snowman back for the original sale price.

Snowman won many “(a ) thanks to Harry’s hard training.
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(Theo & Rolinda (¥ REICHE ZFHA TVET)

R: Theo, this is so interesting! Did you know that
Seabiscuit got more print space in newspapers in
the United States in 1938 than the president did?

T: Wait a second, Rolinda, who or what is Seabiscuit?

R: Seabiscuit was probably the most®( )
@ ) horse of all time. He won ten major races, including the San-
ta Anita Handicap.

T: OK, he won a lot of races, but what was so special about him?

R:He was a fighter. Though he was small, he had a great spirit. He
@ ) a horse called War Admiral in 1938. War Admiral out-
weighed Seabiscuit by a lot.

T: So what you are saying is that this is like boxing. The®( ) the
opponent, the better the chances of winning?

R: He was heavily ®( ) to lose the race. It is said that 40,000,000
Americans listened to the race on radio.

T: Wow, that was probably about®( )@( )O( ) the population.

R: No, Theo, it was a bit more than half of the population. I wish I could have
seen that race. It must have been so ©( ).

T: I think this movie is at the DVD rental shop near the station. Why don’t we
rent it tomorrow night? I’'m really interested in his story now.

Notes» print space [FZEDiH]
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1. What was special about Seabiscuit?
a. He ran away from his owner by jumping over fences.
b. Though he was small, he won many big races.
c. He was the president’s favorite horse at the time.
2. About how many people lived in the United States in 1940?
a. 40,000,000. b. 80,000,000. c. 160,000,000.
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1. Horse is to glue as cow is to

a. farm b. bag c. pillow
2. Stable is to horse as is to criminal.
a. crime b. detective C. prison

3. Lion is to cat as zebra is to

a. dog b. Africa c. horse

4. Decade is to ten as is to one hundred.

a. millennium b. year c. century
5. Negotiate is to deal as is to competition.

a. train b. victory C. prize

ROBICEDS T, ZRICHATIEEDEYREEZ a~CcHOBOEL LD,

#: When a horse makes a sound, it b.
a. mews b. neighs C. roars

1. When a goat makes a sound, it .

a. barks b. purrs c. bleats
2. When a cow makes a sound, it

a. cackles b. moos c. bellows
3. When a mouse makes a sound, it

a. squeaks b. roars C. Crows
4. When a lion makes a sound, it

a. mews b. roars c. chirps
5. When a wolf makes a sound, it

a. chirps b. barks c. howls



