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Vocabulary Quiz
ROEFDEN.E a. ~j. 5BV, (

prominent institution

academic reputation
formidable endeavor

interactive

(

(

(

(
campus dormitory (
pleasant (
underage drinking (
compliment (
modesty (
(

interlocutor
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E] College and university admissions requirements are less demanding in the
US than they are in Japan. While the most prominent institutions are very
difficult to gain admission, other schools are less competitive. Nevertheless,
regardless of academic reputation, graduation from a school is a formidable
endeavor. Therefore, students spend tremendous amounts of time studying and
preparing for classes.
@ Students are referred to as freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors,
taking an average of four to five classes per semester. One class meets for three
hours and instructors assign a good deal of homework. Whereas larger classes are
usually taught in a lecture format, smaller classes are more discussion, group-
work based and interactive. Instructors expect students to not only complete the
homework but also actively participate in the class.
@ Many students enter colleges or universities that are far from their
hometowns, so they live in a campus dormitory (“dorm”). Most dorms do
not have kitchens, so students eat their meals in the residential dining halls.
Socialization often originates from the dorm as well. Students eat meals or order
food with their friends, watch movies, and hang out in others’ dorm rooms. Since
students’ academic and social life occurs at school, there are many opportunities to
develop friendships. While Americans are very friendly and pleasant, cultivating
friendships requires exerting effort and taking the initiative.
@ College students do a variety of activities in their leisure time. Some students
get involved with clubs, organizations, religious groups, or athletics, and other
students are engaged in part-time employment. Employment is a necessity for some
students to offset their education-related expenses. Most campuses have fitness
centers which have a reasonable membership fee. Although twenty-one is the legal
drinking age, underage drinking is prevalent in most college towns. Socializing
in bars is a popular social activity, but it is socially acceptable for students to
abstain from alcohol consumption. Other popular activities include dating, dining
out, hanging out with friends, and watching movies.
@ In social interaction, Japanese students will inevitably notice how college-
aged students typically compliment each other. Many Japanese experience
difficulty formulating appropriate compliment responses. As Japanese culture

values modesty, Japanese compliment responses are normally self-deprecatory.
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The correct way to formulate a compliment response is to initially accept the
compliment and then mitigate it with an explanation. As equality is valued
in American culture, the mitigation emphasizes the interlocutors’ equal
relationship. In contrast, Japanese relationships are typically hierarchically
organized, so a speaker emphasizes his or her own inferiority and highlights the

interlocutor’s superiority.

IN ot es)

lecture format [#27230] dining hall [£% ] hang out [#H#1217<] exerting [ JZR<{L7-] be
engaged in [1tF 3% offset [HHDEDHES] abstain from [$%25] compliment response [ 1305
FEAOIGE] self-deprecatory [H5 % . T4 %] mitigate [f151F5] hierarchically [ /112 ]

# Comprehension
ANDOABICEINICHED LD, xHEYEBREE 1 DBUEL £ 9,

1. College and university admissions requirements are in Japan
than they are in the US.
a. easier c. more flexible
b. painless d. stricter

2. Campus dorms are an important place to
a. socialize c. attend class

b. act formal d. commute

3. According to the essay, some college students are employed to
a. pass the time c. fund their education

b. gain necessary life experience d. earn spending money

4. According to the essay, underage drinking is
a. rare in most colleges c. a punishable offense

b. common in most colleges d. an unpopular social activity

5. A major difference between Japanese and American culture is that
a. young people are much ruder in the US than in Japan
b. politeness is unvalued in the US
c. statusis more important in Japan than in the US
d.

Americans are direct, while Japanese are indirect

3 Unit 1 College Life
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Dialogue
ROZEDEEEZBEWT, X7 THREBZL AL LD,
Steve: Hey Yuko.

Yuko: Hi Steve. I haven’t seen you for
a while.

Steve: Yeah, I've been quite busy
working on a term paper for
my history class.

Yuko: 1 see.

Steve: 1 really like your sweater. Is it

new?

Yuko: Thank you. Yes, my sister gave
it to me.

Steve: Blue really suits you.

Yuko: Thanks a lot.

Steve: 1 need to get to the library, so I'll catch you later.

Yuko: See you later.

B Listening Comprehension d)DL0s <@cDos
BEFEEZ. LD DialoguedABICE >R OHEY 4 ERKE 1 DBUPEL &£ Do

1. Steve and Yuko are

a.

b.
c.

2. Steve has been busy

3. What is the most appropriate way to respond to a compliment?



Useful Expressions
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1. HRORFAZMEIEIP D) TRLTUNAL M LET,

Japanese college students not only study

a. yet have part-time jobs c. and have part-time jobs

b. but also have to part-time jobs d. but also hold part-time jobs

2. N=TUEIDTAAT ) —LlE, TAYVATHE D T L2 HRICAZD DD
9,
Héigan-dazs ice cream from the United States, but it enjoys world-
wide popularity.
a. develops c. originates

b. original d. terminates

8. TANIORFEDL IE, BEDIDOE S DFEHZ LET.

Many American college students are in many extracurricular activities.
a. engages c. committed
b. engaged d. commits

4. BRI REFEORS M EZHVE S,

The student’s scholarship the high costs of college education.
a. delays c. mediates
b. increases d. offsets

5. 7 X)) ofAEIE, HHZEMD D 2 RHIETHEOMOTREIZH»T TITE L5,

In their free time, college students in the US often in the dorm.
a. spend c. roam out
b. hang out d. stay out

Topics
LUTOREY 7I220WT, JIL—TTELE-2THFL &£ Do
1. Discuss the appealing and unappealing aspects of American college life.

2. Compare and contrast Japanese and American students’ leisure time activities.

3. This unit discusses how Japanese and English compliments are different.
What are the difficult parts of learning English for you?

5 Unit 1 College Life



