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Off to the World! — Adventures in Language and Life
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When I was a young man, I traveled the world for free. How? By
hitchhiking! Hitchhiking is a way of traveling by asking people to give you a
ride. All you have to do is stand by the side of the road, stick out your thumb
and wait for a car to stop and pick you up.

What are the advantages of hitchhiking? First, it’s free! It doesn’t cost
anything. You spend no money. Second, it’s exciting. It brings a unique sense of
adventure and the unknown. Third, it’s educational. When you hitchhike in a
foreign country, you meet local people, learn about their lives and practice their
language.

Imagine that you're hitchhiking in England. It’s a beautiful morning.
You're free, happy and ready for adventure. A car stops to pick you up. The
driver is a woman. As you talk with her, you learn about the life of a British
housewife, her children and their education.

The next car is a Mercedes! The driver is the director of a company. For
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the next hour, he tells you about overseas sales, production costs and market
trends. After that, a truck comes along. You climb in. For the next two hours,
you learn about the life of a working class truck driver, his dreams and his

favorite soccer team.

What was my longest ride? About 1,300 miles in one day, from New
Mexico to Chicago! What was my most generous ride? In France. It was
late at night and I was hitchhiking to Paris. I was cold, tired and hungry. A
Frenchman picked me up and took me home. He fed me a meal, gave me a bed,
then drove me back to the highway the next morning. Nice guy!

My adventures took place in the 1970s — a golden age when travel was
less dangerous. Now, I look back with fondness at how I traveled the world —
for free — by hitchhiking.

b N/:tes (ZIVT 7Ry NMEBICHA TWET)

advantage : = golden age : E&EHL production costs : £EI A k
cost~: ~ (B&) PHPHB hitchhiking : B F/N\1 % stick out ~ : ~&ZREHT
director : E1&. EUf& local : HiFTtd take(took) place : &££Z %
educational : HEMA market trends : TIBOEHE thumb : #i&

for free : |ERIT overseas sales : BAHHORSE | unique : H4FD

generous : EX# pick ~up : ~ZFHE3. &> working class : 7@k

all you haveto do is ~: ~Z 23 NIEK(L feed(fed) ~ameal : ~ICBREAZS5%2 3
give ~aride : ~ZETEETIT>(HIF% look back with fondness at ~: ~Z@EH L <BUVHT
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True or False?

RODEXD. AXDARE—HLTONIX[T] Z. =L TORIFNIX [F] 2 80F
L&D

1. _ Hitchhiking is free so you don’t have to spend any money.

2. __ There are two main advantages of hitchhiking.

3. __ Ifyou hitchhike in a foreign country, you can talk to local people.

4., _ The writer’s longest ride was 260 miles from Paris to Amsterdam.

5. ____ In France, a Frenchman took him home, fed him a meal and gave him
a bed.
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Summary ©D1-08
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When the writer was young, he traveled the world by hitchhiking. Hitchhiking

is a way of traveling by asking people to (* ) you a ride.
You stand by the side of the road, stick out your (* ) and wait
for a car to stop and pick you up. There are three (* )
of hitchhiking. First, it’s free so you don’t need to (* )

money. Second, it’s exciting. You enjoy a sense of adventure and the unknown.
Third, it’s ) because you learn about the lives of

local people.

thumb advantages educational

give spend
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Word Power
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1.

He traveled the world for free.

a. to find freedom b. without paying c.in an easy way d. to escape

What are the advantages of hitchhiking?
a. weaknesses b. benefits c. difficulties d. reasons

My friend is the director of a company.
a. boss b. staff ¢. actor d. customer

She was a generous person.
a. selfish b. hard-working ec. interesting d. kind

His adventures took place in the 1970s.
a. changed b. happened c. disappeared d. succeeded

i B

What Do You Think?

ROBEICOWTEATAHEL &D,

1.
2.

If you could travel anywhere, where would you go?
Would you like to try hitchhiking? Why or why not?

DID YOU KNOW?

(v FN1 I THF—RF]

29MDTZVAN VI LI— X U—F BV FNA I T—HBFEOLTICHR—FZ L F
L7z, 2007 FICHELLZY T L I—E. SFFRD 2013FICREZBAE Lc. TORIE
181 km ICRU ®IE 71 HEZEK 72D TT . MATHIC. A—H > OWIRTIE 50 EDOH
B, DY T ALV TIEET 20 EOBEICA L L. ZOROME. KIFFET 1,752 B
VFNAT L. ERRPRITE. TLTANCETRETHS2DTT.

[FrUTF1—D7zHDEYFINA ]

[EvFl iE. EvFNAVICEHO>TEMRRROLDDEEEHED. 1+ ADEERK
DEFITETY ., SHH 20 FLUERTD 1992 FE(C8hFE > TLIK. A £ 8,000 ADAD T
—OvXOHBEIBETEYFNAI%ITL. 400 AR NOZEEZED. 51,000 A~
NZERLIZDTT, ZHUFHEF—EO 400 EZOBEBEICKR Y FT,

Hitchhiking Around the World

5



