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EJ On New Year’s Day of 2012, the Imperial
Palace announced the waka poems that
were read by Empress Michiko in the
previous year. One of them, titled “A Letter,”
evoked tears among the public, who were
worried about the little girl in this poem
who lost her parents and younger sister due
to the Tsunami on March 11, 2011.

10 A Letter

(written by Empress Michiko)

“T hope you're alive,

Mama, Are you well?”

©c1-02 ~ (©CD1-03
Writing thus far
The child has fallen asleep,

Her face against the letter

1 The following are two articles about
this girl and her experience after the
Great East Japan Earthquake and
Tsunami on March 11, 2011.

Longing for Her Mother

E] Four-year-old Mina Hayashi* gazes
at the sea, apparently waiting for her
Pmissing parents and younger sister in

Miyako, Iwate Prefecture.
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1 “Dear Mommy, I hope you are alive.
Are you well?”

El This is the heartbreaking letter
written last week by 4-year-old Mina
Hayashi. The girl’s mother, father and
2-year-old sister have all been missing
since their town was ®devastated by a
tsunami March 11.

[ Mina is one of many children whose
parents have died or remain unaccounted
for since a tsunami struck coastal towns
in the Tohoku and Kanto regions 21 days
ago. Children in the towns have been
seen looking at the sea, apparently in the
belief they will be reunited with their
parents some day.

Some smile more than usual, as if
trying to drive away loneliness.

E] Mina’s father grew wakame sea-
weed in the Chikei district of Miyako, a
small fishing village near the eastern-
most cape of Honshu. Mina was at her
nursery school when the violent quake
struck on March 11.

E] Her mother picked her up soon af-
terward and they went to their home,
located on high ground overlooking an
@inlet.

il As their house stood next to a local
primary school, designated as an
earthquake “evacuation center, it was
thought to be safe.

il After they returned home, however,
the ®massive tsunami struck. According
to a local disaster management head-

quarters, the wave reached a height of

at least 30 meters, apparently pushed
higher by the narrow inlet.
[l Mina’s parents and her 2-year-
old sister were carried away by the
®receding waters. Only Mina is
known to have survived.
[E] According to relatives who rushed
to the house after the tsunami, Mina
was probably saved because the nursery
school bag on her back became tangled
in a fishing net.
[l Mina was “taken in by other
relatives in Chikei. For four days, the
district was cut off from surrounding
areas as roads and bridges were made
impassable by the tsunami.
When her grandmother finally saw
Mina one week after the tsunami,
she was worried by the change in
her usually lively granddaughter’s
appearance.
] She looked so sad and said nothing.
“I thought she’d forgotten how to speak,”
said her grandmother, who lives in an
inland area in Miyako.
On the afternoon of March 22, Mina
announced she would write a letter to
her mother. She opened her notebook on a
kotatsu, took up a color pencil and began
writing in the hiragana characters she
had just learned in school.
Over the course of nearly an hour,
she wrote:

Dear Mommy,

I hope you are alive.

Are you well?
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Soon afterward, she fell asleep.
[F] Mina has begun to smile again, but
she will not go near her house. Every-
thing on the first floor was washed
away. Looking down the inlet that has
changed so much, a look of pain some-
times flashes across her face.
Fi] Her grandmother wants Mina to
stay at her house due to the fear of
aftershocks. But the girl will not agree,
saying: “I'll wait here [in Chikei] until
Mom comes home.”
B3l Cell phones are not yet working in
this area. “Will Papa call me?” Mina
asks, holding tight to her father’s silver
cell phone, with the power turned on.
(Daily Yomiuri, April 1, 2011)

Mommy has become a star

P Five-year-old Mina Hayashi stared
at the sky for some time after she was
told this by her paternal grandmother
on Wednesday. The two were attending
the funeral for Mina’s family, among
them her mother, whose death as a
result of the March 11 Great East Japan

[48] Chikei
&)

[74] tangled ®HDOh/:

W 10)

TH EFREEETAFEBICHS

[121] paternal

Earthquake was recently ® confirmed.
PZ] Mina brought the nation to tears
when she wrote a heartbreaking letter
to her mother in late March. “Dear
Mommy,” it read, “I hope you are alive.
Are you well?”
PZ1 The funeral for her mother, 32, was
held at a temple in Miyako. Her body
was found on a coast in Kamaishi,
Iwate Prefecture, in mid-March, and
her identity was confirmed on June 30
through DNA analysis.
F5 The funeral also mourned Mina’s
father, 39, and younger sister, 3. Both
are still missing.
P Ahead of the Tanabata star festival
on Thursday, Mina wrote a wish on a
strip of paper to be tied on a bamboo
tree at a local children’s center.
“I wish for Daddy and my younger
sister to be found as soon as possible,”
she wrote.

(Daily Yomiuri, July 8, 2011)
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(BDMIEICoNT. AThIEHI T SBRICEbIE
Vocabulary ) D E BRI S 5RO & L0,

(1) missing
a. not confirmed as alive b. omitted ¢. not included in something
(2) devastate
a. to damage something very seriously b. to make someone feel surprised
c. to upset extremely
(3) inlet
a. a part of a machine through which liquid or gas flows in
b. a material which has been set into the surface of furniture
c. a narrow body of water that reaches from the sea or a lake to the land
(4) evacuate
a. to make a place empty b. to empty your bowels
c. to send people away from a dangerous place to a safe place
(5) massive
a. solid and heavy b. damaging c. very frequent
(6) recede
a. to become less strong or likely b. to get further away until something disappears
¢. to fade the memory
(7) take in
a. to let someone stay in your house b. to visit a place while you are in the area
c. to deceive someone by lying to them
(8) confirm

a. to make you believe that your idea or feeling is right
b. to formally accept someone into the Christian Church c. to prove that something is true

© p1-04

RD1~5NDETEE %, BEEED. ATOREIC—FL
Listening ) COREH Y ARIET. —BLTWEFREF FARA S,

1. ( Mina's father, in Miyako, has not been found yet.
2. ( ) Mina was at nursery school on March 11.
3. ( ) Mina was probably saved because

kept her afloat.
4. ( ) Mina took up a color pencil and began writing in the hiragana characters
from her mother.
5. ( ) Her(=Mina) sister’s on June 30 through DNA
analysis.



Comprehension ) ESGEEEEEF LIS E I

1. Why did the writer of this article think some children were smiling more than usual?

2. What was the job of Mina’s father?

3. What was Mina waiting for with the power of a cell phone turned on?

pDL02 -©CD1:05

Dialogue ) LTOREY M. RMEE0, BRICEAL S,

News Anchor (LIT NA) : Fukushima Prefecture reported the results of thyroid examina-

tions among children under the age of 19. It found '
children have thyroid cancer.
Commentator (LT C): How do we understand this number?
NA: Stats say 1.7 out of 100,000 children were found to have thyroid cancer °
. This means the number of them has increased by 400
percent.

C: Unbelievable. What was the reaction from the experts?

NA: One specialist says this was not caused °

C: Well, it seems to be obvious.

NA: He says it will take 4 to 5 years for children to be evaluated for thyroid cancer.

C: How does he know that?

NA: He referred to the case of the Chernobyl Incident. He further points out that the majority
of thyroid cancer patients there were mainly infants *

C: Does he explain why the number has increased?

NA: | am not sure.

C: | don't think the data from the case of Chernobyl should be the ultimate standard
used to ° .

NA: Some are asking the Fukushima government to collect further research focusing on
a comparison of the amount of radiation exposure and the number of thyroid cancer
patients.

C: | seg, thank you. It seems this situation really needs some further investigation.

Chapter 1
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@ Questions © co1-06

1. By how many times has the number of children that have thyroid cancer
increased since the nuclear accident?

2. What do the experts compare this accident with?

3. Do you think the Fukushima government has collected enough information about

this problem?

Useful Expressions PRk slERe s th Nt - IoN

1. BH6, FHRERDTONLLEFBLTOANZDEDLY ZHEL TV L2000 xIT 6N
726
( the debris / were / parents / seen / searching around / in the belief / would / they /

find / their children ).

2. o NIHEOR, KIUTHELRIZTIES N7,
( Osaka /the old / was / in / by / her / earthquake / lady / grandson / taken / living /

in / after / the ).

3. ZOFE. B LHIBLALZZ L2 HIT LN,
(the / was [/ the child / of / death / her / by / mother / relatives / her / told ).

Topics for Discussion 'Y kor-—wionTacEL BLALESL,

1. Research events that have happened in the US that are comparable to this disaster.

2. Discuss your favorite writings, poems, or movies about nuclear problems and share
your opinion with your friends.
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