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Only a ritual — a beautiful ritual

When I first arrived in Japan, I noticed that
everybody bowed whenever they did something or said
something. Puzzled, I asked my Japanese friends:

“Why do Japanese people bow so often? Are people
conscious of it every time they bow?”

My Japanese friends always said:

“Oh, there’s nothing special about it. It’s just a habit,
just a form of greeting.”

But I was not convinced. I was very curious and so I
continued to observe.

One day, I was in a car with my Japanese host father,
Mr. Tanaka, on a very narrow street. Just then, another
car came from the other direction. My host father stopped
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and bowed. The other driver bowed and continued driving
slowly. When the driver passed us by, he bowed again,
and then my host father bowed a second time.

I thought “What’s happening?” I asked Mr. Tanaka

what those bows meant. He then explained.

“With the 1st bow I wanted to say ‘Go ahead’ and
the other man wanted to say ‘Thank you’. When
he passed us by, he emphasized that ‘Thank you’
message by bowing the 2nd time. On my part, I had
to say ‘You’re welcome’ with a bow.”

A gesture paints a thousand words

Ramon, my English friend (a teacher) showed his
students an interesting picture from a newspaper. The
article said:

“When the corpse of the late Prime Minister Obuchi
was taken away from the hospital, the hospital
nurses, doctors and staff all lined up at the hospital
gates and bowed very deeply while the car moved

slowly away.”

He asked his students what the gesture of bowing so low
meant. They came up with several interpretations. “Thank
you for being our leader.” “May you rest in peace.” “I'm so
sad you’re gone.” “I will miss you.”

I said to myself, “What a beautiful gesture. One body

movement can communicate all those meanings!”

No bow, no thank you

One day, my professor invited some foreign students,
including me, to his house for a Christmas party. We all
brought a small gift from our home country. When we
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arrived at the professor’s house, we started giving our gifts
to the professor’s wife. Every time she received a gift from
someone, she would say “Thank you”, and bow gracefully.

Amparo, a classmate from Mexico, remarked:

“She bowed fourteen times to receive seven gifts.
She must be tired. In Mexico we hug someone to
say ‘Thank you’. In Japan, it seems ‘arigatou’ is

incomplete without a bow.”

One day in our Japanese language class, my classmate
from Thailand, asked:

“Why do I see people bow in front of the TV camera?”
Ms. Kanno, our Japanese teacher, explained:

“Japanese bow to express an apology. It is one
way to resolve conflict. Someone who makes a
serious public offense makes a public apology
with a deep bow.”

Then I thought, “Simply saying T'm sorry’ does not mean
anything. Bowing means ‘Please accept my apology.”

So now you see that some Japanese words are
incomplete without a bow. It expresses different kinds of

emotions and meanings.

gracefully
[BHIC. Ledhicl
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Comprehension
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. serious public offense

. conscious of ( ) a. AeExhk
convinced ( ) b. —FzitAR
. pass ~ by ( ) C. 59, X3
. take away ( ) d. L7
. line up ( ) e. WRAN e AL T4
. remark ( ) f. ~L9hEH
incomplete ( ) g. ikl Tws
. express an apology  ( ) h. fi2¢ () s 5
. resolve conflict ( ) i. WIREZEWT S
( )

j. FEoTITL

. Japanese people bow very often because

a. they want to say something.

b. they are shy.

c. they want to greet people.

d. they are always in a hurry.

The 1st time Mr. Tanaka bowed, he wanted to say
a. “Go ahead.”

b. “Thank you.”

c. “You’re welcome.”

d. “I'm sorry.”

The doctors and staff lined up at the hospital to
a. say goodbye to the Prime Minister.

b. express sorrow for his death.

c. show him their respect.

d. all of the above.

Amparo was surprised when the professor’s wife bowed several times because
a. people hug in Mexico.

b. bowing looks beautiful.

c. she learned how to bow.

d. the professor’s wife looked tired.



5. In Japan people who make a public offense
a. bow in front of the camera.
b. make a public apology.
c. both of the above.
d. none of the above.

Summary
W  AXDEHXDZERMICAZELEDE T OEADTD S5BVRE(,

The author felt (1. ) when she first saw Japanese
people bowing all the time. The professor’s wife bowed each time she received
a gift to say (2. ). Unlike the Japanese, people in Mexico
(3. ) someone to say thank you. Public leaders bow deeply
to (4. ) when they make a serious public offense. Saying
“the bow is a substitute for words” means (5. ).

say they are sorry / hug / it says something as words do / puzzled / “thank you”
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