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Unit 1

To Drive or to Ride?

lj If you live in a big city, you may find that it is better to §

use public transportation than to own a car. This is because

trains and buses are cheaper, safer, and better for the

environment than cars. First, owning a car is expensive. You

must pay not only for the car, but also for the fuel, repairs,

and parking. When all the costs are added up, public

transportation is almost always much cheaper. Second, :

taking public transportation is safer than driving a car.
Although bus and train accidents do happen, they are rare,

and they do not often result in serious injury. However, car

accidents happen every day, and they sometimes cause
serious injury or even death. Finally, buses and trains use

far less energy than cars. This helps to keep the air clean.
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Although most cars use less fuel than buses, they often carry

only one person. One bus, on the other hand, can carry 75 :

people or more. Energy use per person is much less for people

who ride the bus. Trains are even more efficient, carrying !

hundreds of people at a time. Therefore, if you want to save

money, stay safe, and save energy, public transportation is

the way to go.

EJ If you live in the countryside, however, a car mightbe a §
better choice. Public transportation only makes sense in i

areas where many people live and work. What if you can’t get
to a bus or train stop within a few minutes? What if the bus
or train cannot get you to where you are going within a short
period of time? In such cases, a car makes more sense. Also,
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public transportation is not energy-efficient if only a few !

people use it. This is why you will not see as many buses or :

trains outside of big cities.
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) People living in a big city can save money if they use public

transportation.

) Owning a car is more eco-friendly than using public

transportation in the city.

) Everyone living in the countryside has a car.

) Abus can carry more people at one time than a train.

) Owning a car might be convenient for people living in the

countryside.
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(1) Why is public transportation better than owning a car for people
living in a city?
a) Because it is cheaper, safer and faster
b) Because it is cheaper, safer and eco-friendly

c) Because it is cheaper, easier and faster

(2) Why is using trains eco-friendly in a big city?
a) Because they can carry many people at a time
b) Because they do not produce any CO,

c) Because they are not available during the weekend

(83) What is the main reason that we do not see many buses or trains in
the countryside?
a) They are not energy-efficient if only a few people use them.
b) They are eco-friendly if only a few people use them.
c¢) They are time-consuming if only a few people use them.
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1. When does this train ("1 )? (COBEIFVWOHERELETH?)
2. Canlhavea(*o -w ) ticket, please? (BiEtl# 1 K&V L% ¥,)
3. Canlhavea(r ) trip ticket, please?
_ (FEYFAMBEVLLET,)
4. Have we already (4' p ) the Downtown area?
(b2 2 BUBEE LN ?)
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