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The Popularity of the Japanese Language
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Introduction
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Notes

According to a 2009 survey by the Japan Foundation, Japanese language
programs are currently running at 38 elementary schools, 549 secondary
schools, and 467 higher educational institutions across America. Why do Ameri-
cans want to learn Japanese despite the fact that English and Japanese share
very few linguistic similarities? It may be worth investigating their motivations.

It is often believed that many American learners of Japanese start their
studies under the influence of Japanese popular culture, such as graphic novels
and anime movies. Many Japanese graphic novels and anime movies, such as
“Pokémon,” “Dragonball,” and “My Neighbor Totoro” have caught on with Ameri-
cans who enjoy stories of magical creatures from imaginative worlds. Watching
these animated films in translation, Americans begin to familiarize themselves
with Japanese culture and society, and then start attending Japanese language
lessons in high school or university. It is estimated that the number of students
taking beginner courses in Japanese in America reached about 60,000 in 2009.

However, only about a fifth of those learners are able to work their way to
the intermediate course due to difficulties in learning the language. American
students have to learn both Japanese and Chinese characters from scratch.
Besides these differences, as Robert A. Russell (1944- ) of Brigham Young
University points out, Americans need to understand the Japanese honorific
words, which are used differently according to varying levels of politeness.

American students with majors in natural and social science fields are also
studying Japanese in order to learn business management and industrial engi-
neering. The University of Washington is known for offering a Japanese lan-
guage course to those majoring in engineering. Students learn the basics of Japa-
nese grammar and business terms while acquiring overall communication skills.
More importantly, they are required to learn the important terms of Japanese
business culture, such as nemawashi, which means to prepare well or “to do
one’s homework” before making a relationship with a future business partner. All
in all, learning a language involves learning about the culture in which it is used.

linguistic similarity [ 575500310 ] motivation [E)#%] familiarize oneself with [&
NH LT ] intermediate course| H#i77A| from scratch[m#75| besides| ~IZfz T
honorific words [#%;5] business management [#F5 % | industrial engineering [ 1.
447 ] terms[H7E] more importantly [ X5ICE 222 C] make a relationship [
2% 184 involve [~EEbH5 ]
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1 [ ] The Japanese language is taught at over 400 tertiary institutes in
America.

@) [ ] The number of students learning Japanese who are not majoring in it
is few.

3) [ ] Few American students find it quite challenging to grasp the Japa-
nese honorific words.

4) [ 1 Students are required to study Japanese culture in addition to the
language at the University of Washington.

B. AXOARICEBS LT RO DDERNDEAELTROLEVHEERREZV LI,

(1) In what way is the University of Washington famous for teaching Japanese?
a. It is famous for organizing multi-lingual programs for Americans.
b. It is famous for running the program without state government support.
c. It is famous for teaching not merely students majoring in Japanese, but
also those majoring in engineering.

(2) What does nemawashi mean in Japanese?
a. It means building consensus before beginning a business relationship.
b. It means writing up a business report behind the chairperson’s back.
c. It means doing corrupt dealings under the table.

(83) Why are Japanese honorific words difficult for American students to learn?
a. Because they are learnt only through the social interaction in Japanese.
b. Because they take different forms depending on the situation in which
they are used.
c. Because they are difficult to learn in class.

L istening O cor06
AXICOWTDHERN % CD THBE. () ICABREET A 7T7—Y3> LB,

(1) Japanese and English ( ) very few linguistic ( ).

(2) The language program is ( ) in that learners must learn the cul-
ture in ( ) to the language.

(3) The honorific ( ) of Japanese words can be ( ) for Americans.

4) ( ) students are learning Japanese at the University of ( ).

(5) Language learning ( ) understanding the ( ) in

which it is used.
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mocabulary and Sentence Building
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(1) basics (6) research

(2) instructor (7) constant

(4) assignment

( ) ( )
( ) ( )
(3) achievements ( ) (8) grant ( )
( ) (9) grammatical ( )
( ) ( )

(5) review (10) composition
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(1) The American students were trying to ( ) themselves understood in Japa-
nese on their trip to Tokyo.

T AN ANDOFEIHEEANORITHICHARFECERBEEZXA ) B L Twi,

(2) Ben learned a lot of Japanese ( ) when he stayed with a Japanese family in
Kyoto.

N, FHESTHARADRED L L IZHIEL TV AERIZE COHRDIEIZONWTHEATL,

(8) Freshmen are required to study five ( ) besides the Japanese language.
KFELVFAITIHAREOIINICSHEZMET 522 L2 E LN TS,

(4) Seventy percent of senior students go on to the ( ) Japanese language course.
KFAGFEDH B T0% DS OV HAFE LT — ZHERE T,

(5) Samantha usually uses a ( ) dictionary when she reads a Japanese newspaper.
F~ rHid, HAREBEOFHE 2O L 212 2 W EFREOFEZ EEIIHEHL £,
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