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English has been recognized as an important language

for international and intercultural communication in Asia,
and of course all over the world. But the important thing
about the current state of English is that there is no “one”
English: there are many Englishes. We have to understand
these characteristics of current English if we wish to learn
and use it as a language for wider communication the world
over.

Contemporary English has two distinctive tendencies:
(1) its global spread, and (2) the development of a vast
number of its national varieties. You can call (1) as the
internationalization of English and (2) as the diversification
of English. People often find it difficult to comprehend the
diversification part, but the diversification of English is the
natural outcome of the internationalization of the English
language. We cannot have one without the other. They are
two sides of the same coin.

The global spread of English is observed throughout the
world. As you can see in Diagram 1, in addition to the five
countries where English is a native tongue of many of their
citizens, there are more countries where it functions as a
second, or an official language. And to these add many other
countries where English is taught, learned, and used as an
international language.

In fact, English is now used all over the world as an
intermediary language of wider communication on a regional
as well as global basis. Under these circumstances, it is
important that we should be aware of the fact that there are
far more non-native speakers than native speakers when it
comes to English. There is no other language like English in
this respect. English is such a unique language.

Remarkably, in Asia and everywhere in the world, non-
native speakers of English use the language more frequently
with other non-native speakers than with native speakers.
The interaction between native speakers and non-native

speakers is very limited. It is not as frequent as you might
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imagine. We have to recognize this fact if we are to learn
English as an international language.

Importantly, Asian speakers are taking advantage of
this additional language and are exploring new dimensions
of English use in such areas as pronunciation,vocabulary,
grammar, meaning, and communication styles. Furthermore,
they are using English in Asian cultural contexts. So when
Japanese speak English with Chinese, there is no room for
American or British culture.

What happens in this situation is that Japanese behave
like Japanese and speak English in Japanese ways, and
so do Chinese, Koreans, Singaporeans, Filipinos, Thais,
Indians, and many others respectively. This is the basis
of English becoming a multicultural language in Asia and
around the world, with each variety developing its own
linguistic and cultural features. As such, we must not only
study English, but also learn how to understand the cultures
and ways of thinking of speakers of different varieties of

English across the world.

Diagram 1: The Spread of English

EIL
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ENL ESL o

Ghana France

UK India Germany
usa . Kenya Indonesia
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Canada Singapore Korea
NZ Spain
Turkey

Vietnam
Zimbabwe

ENL = English as a native language

ESL = English as a second language

dimensions [t

behave [{Z% % |

multicultural [%{to ]

EIL = English as an international language

(Based on a diagram by Kachru, 1992)
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Which of the following best describes the current state of English?

a. Many people have recognized English as an American language.

b. There are many Englishes and each variety has its own linguistic and
cultural features.

c. There is only one English that we wish to learn and use as a language for
wider communication.

Which of the following best serves as an example of the global spread of

English?

a. Internationalization and diversification of English cannot occur at the same
time.

b. There are many countries other than the U.K., U.S.A., Australia, Canada
and New Zealand, where English is used as a second or an official language.

c. People often find it difficult to understand that the diversification of English
is the natural outcome of the internationalization of the English language.

Which of the following best supports the statement that English is a unique

language?

a. In the five ENL countries, not all citizens are native speakers of English.

b. English is the only language that has far more non-native speakers than
native speakers.

c. We are not aware of the fact that English is used today not only on a global
basis but also on a regional basis.

What do the authors mean by new dimensions of English use which Asian

speakers are exploring?

a. Pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar.

b. Meaning and communication styles.

c. Both a and b.

Which of the following best agrees with the message delivered in this chapter?

a. Japanese may behave like Japanese when they speak English in Japanese
ways, just as Chinese may behave like Chinese when they speak English in
Chinese ways.

b. Singaporeans would sound strange if they did not speak English like British
people, and Filipinos would also sound strange if they did not speak English
like Americans.

c. We must study both English and the cultures and ways of thinking of native
English speakers so that we may be able to acquire native-like fluency.



ET’S THINK AND DISCUSS

REIZ [ERSE] THREVWSIBRDPES. RDT—AZEZATHEL LD, HELED
EDLETH. TNEBRETITD.

1. ASAREETHE TS ITFLABHBECEATWE 7 Y7 ATEWA XY, “Thank
youvery much.” £ 59 & &2, BEEZ LAV EH)ICLTwE T,

2. BEAWRY A TEEARHIIA XY AEEIHZONTVELHWZDOT, ¥4 ADOK
ANZEX—=NVZEHT L &, centreRfavour 2 &, A FVARDARNVEZH VS L9
[EDITTVET,

3. CEAWLTAVEYANDHALS, ZYUARAH—FRET Lz BRICIZZY R
RAH—= Rk 5BEI RO T, HRETERREFTCTHE T L

4, DEARBEOTFEEEN LT, DIOMIHLICHIRL T L, E2A0 R CTHEEM
IMFREIAAT AT - AE—=F—TRLHL, TITRHRDOANEHY T, )AZSYLT
Wi 9,

s vour Turn

HBEIZRODEBWVIC, EDBAETH, TEBLEIFSKOULLEETEVWTAHEL LD,

1. Why are you learning English and what kind of English ability are you trying
to acquire?

2. If you were asked to talk about Japan in English, what would you want to
talk about? What are the things about Japan that you want people in other

countries to know?
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