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So what’s the big news you wanted to tell me, Masa? You look like the
cat that just ate the canary.

I'm so excited I can’t think straight. I'm leaving for Bangkok next week!
What? You've been fired from your new job at the newspaper already?

Very funny. I'm being sent on assignment. The editor-in-chief
just talked to me this morning. He said the newspaper was looking
for someone fresh out of college as well as someone who has a good
command of English and lots of original ideas. He wants me to write a
series of articles for the newspaper entitled: “Asian Crossways”

Masa, that’s fantastic! Congratulations.

Thanks. I get to use Bangkok as a base and travel to different Asian
countries. I can write about anything that I think younger Japanese
readers would be interested in. It’s the chance of a lifetime.

Well, they couldn’t have chosen a better person. Let’s drink to your
success.

M&B: Cheers!



look like the cat that just ate the canary = very happy and satisfied / on assignment
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{£3-C / have a good command of = able to understand, speak, read and write / the

chance of a lifetime —4:|2—f£®DF v X / couldn’t have chosen a better person =

chose the best person possible
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Content Matching

. When Masato gets his assignment, he feels ( )
. At first, Britney thinks Masato ( )
. The newspaper wants someone who is ( ).
Masato has just ( )
. Masato’s newspaper articles must be full of ( )
. Masato will be based in ( )

Masa’s Itinerary
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finished college
new ideas
Bangkok

. lost his job

good at English

excited
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Asian Crossways

Beijing's Forbidden City

by MASATO SAITO

20

Come with me, and together
let’s enter the huge and magnifi-
cent Forbidden City in Beijing.
For five hundred years, if we
had dared to do such a thing,
you and I would have instantly
been put to death. Luckily for
us, we can escape punishment
and feast our eyes on one of
mankind’s greatest achieve-
ments. First of all, we must keep
in mind that the Forbidden City
is not really a city, but a palace
for Chinese Emperors. But be-
cause of its immense size and
the vast number of people who
were needed to serve the Em-
peror and the Royal Family, it
seemed to be a city within a city.
It is called the Forbidden City

because entrance to the city was
severely restricted.

The Forbidden City served as
home to the Emperors of both
the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
The palace was completed in
1420, and was the Royal Resi-
dence until the last Emperor of
the Qing Dynasty was forced out
in 1924. In all, 14 Ming Emper-
ors and 10 Qing Emperors ruled
from the Forbidden City.

When the Chinese were plan-
ning to construct a palace for
their Emperors in Beijing, they
decided to make it big. How big?
The Forbidden City is the largest
palace compound in the world.
They used a million workers who

labored for 14 years to complete
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the palace. Encircling the pal-
ace is a wall that is 10 meters
high and almost three-and-a-half
kilometers long. And inside the
walls, how many buildings are
there? Surprisingly, there are
more than 8,000 buildings and
structures within the walls!

Now that it is possible to en-
ter the city without parting
with our lives, we will have a
chance to look around at the
many wonders that the City
contains. Imagine the amount of
stone it took to make the walls
of the compound, the buildings,
and so on. The Chinese, like the
ancient Egyptians before them,
were ingenious builders. Wells
were dug at intervals on the
way to the palace, and water
was thrown on the road during
winter and allowed to freeze
over. Workers were thus able to
slide huge slabs of stone to their
necessary locations.

Hundreds of thousands of br-

icks were also needed. What do
you think these bricks were made
of? Would you believe lime and
glutinous rice? What was the ce-
ment made of that holds the bricks
together? Just egg whites and
glutinous rice. These materials
have lasted for 500 years and
are still incredibly strong.

Wandering inside the Forbid-
den City, it is fascinating to
learn the names of the various
gates, palaces, halls and statues:
The Hall of Supreme Harmony,
the Palace of Celestial Purity,
the Hall of Mental Cultivation,
and the Hall of Joyful Longev-
ity, to name just a few.

The Forbidden City is conven-
iently located just one kilometer
from the famous Tiananmen
Square. To enter this city, all we
need today is a small amount of
Chinese currency, a comfort-
able pair of shoes, and an eager

curiosity.
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dare to 2 T~3% /feast one’s eyes on = enjoy looking at the beauty of / compound

= enclosed area containing a group of buildings / encirele ~% Jfi{s / parting with =

losing / wonder #<{~<Z%® /ingenious %7 / well #/7 / at intervals HH 2512/
slab FW ko @ / lime fiX / glutinous rice #°K / egg whites JIDH & / celestial =
heavenly / longevity 7 / currency 1 / curiosity 7L
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1. What would have happened in the past if someone entered the Forbidden
City without permission?

a. He would have had to pay a lot of money.
b. He would have been killed.
c. He would have been put in prison.

2. What was the purpose of the Forbidden City?

a. To be a home for Chinese Emperors.
b. To be a castle to protect Beijing from its enemies.
c. To be a trade center.

3. How old is the Forbidden City?

a. It’s less than 300 years old.
b. It’s between 300 and 500 years old.
c. It’s over 500 years old.

4. What is said about the construction of the Forbidden City?
a. It took over 50 years to complete.
b. It required s a million people.
c. The wall was built before the palace was constructed.

5. How were the large pieces of stone brought in during winter?

a. They were slid over the winter ice.
b. They were carried on wagons.
c. They were dragged by horses.

6. What were the bricks made of?

a. Only lime.
b. Precious stones.
c. Lime and glutinous rice.

7. What other famous place is mentioned as being near the Forbidden City?

a. The Great Hall of the People.
b. Tiananmen Square.
c. The Great Wall of China.
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L3 Word Guessing
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1. These were dug here and there when the Forbidden City was constructed.
People could get water from any of these deep holes in the ground.

2. This is in yuan in China, in yen in Japan, in dollars in America, and in
euros in European countries. This is in the form of money.

3. The Great Wall of China is one and the Pyramids of Egypt are another.
This is something that gives us a feeling of surprise and admiration.

4. In Japan, the crane and the turtle are symbols of this. In other words,
they are symbols of a long life.

5. Young children ask many questions because they are filled with this.
That is, they want to know many things about the world around them.

6. The ancient Chinese and Egyptians were this way because they came up
with many very good ideas.

7. Mochi, or rice cake, is made from this. This is sticky white stuff that
comes from a plant that is grown in a field flooded with water.

8. This is a thick, flat piece of meat, wood, stone, or other solid material.




