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Animals: Fictional and Real
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VOCABULARY BUILDER
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Britons have a deep fondness for animals, so it is no surprise to learn that
they can be found in almost every British home. Popular pets that include dogs,
cats, hamsters and birds are often thought of as members of the family. Even if
a home contains no living animals, it may contain inanimate ones. For instance,
people often decorate their homes with ornaments or paintings of certain
creatures. In one form or another, animals are scattered throughout our homes
and culture.

Considering the affection given to animals, it may also come as no surprise
to learn that animal rights and animal protection have always been big
concerns in Britain. The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(R.S.P.C.A)) is a prominent charity set up over 150 years ago to help animals
that are treated cruelly or have been abandoned by their owners. It is supported
by donations from the general public. The public also supported a ban on fox
hunting, which despite dating back to the 16th century was made illegal in
2005.

Although bears became extinct here a long time ago, fictional bears are
very much alive and thriving in every child’s bedroom. In fact, Winnie-the-
Pooh, arguably the world’s most famous bear, has retained his popularity for
numerous decades. A lesser-known bear outside Britain is Paddington Bear.
His name comes from the station of that name, as he was found there. Like
his better-known counterpart, his adventures are featured in books, cartoons
and DVDs and his image appears on T-shirts, bags and other merchandise.
Together, these two animals are synonymous with our nation.

Beatrix Potter, the famous 19th century writer, helped popularise animals
that can be found in rural England. She wrote tales about wild, but lovable
countryside creatures including some she and her brother had kept as pets.
Her stories have been translated into countless languages and read to children
around the planet. Subsequently, the popularity of her books has brought more
tourism to the country, especially the Lake District in the north-west.

Amongst all of Britain’s famous animals, one in particular is quite
ambiguous. Some claim its existence is based on fantasy, whereas others believe
it to be alive. It is the Loch Ness Monster, or ‘Nessie’, as it is fondly known.
Although its image is strongly promoted and easily recognisable, the public still

does not know whether it is a creature of fact or fiction. (402 words)
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I Notes ]

2. 111 R.S.PCA.: EiHERIEHS, 1824 FAIF ((ER&\H) O, EMWMEEEHYERLILEZE
HET2EERE, 1FVAEHOTIZN - Yy MNR—> v LAz2ARSc, £E 184 @
FEREFF D,

[£.13] fox hunting : FVXIFDIE 16 HIZLIR. RE<KEKRDAR—Y TH T,

[£.17] Winnie-the-Pooh : 72> + )L (Alan Alexander Milne, 1882-1956) fET< D 7F—Z Ay
(Winnie-the-Pooh, 1926) ¥J—XDEEF+ >4 45—, Pooh Bear.

[£.18] arguably : [ZIFEELVERL, £8F5L

[£.19] Paddington Bear : -7 JL-7R> K (Michael Bond, 1926-) DREXZER < FD/F o
> k>3 (A Bear Called Paddington, 1958) D ¥+ >0 49—,

[£.24] Beatrix Potter: E7RUUZ-Ry 45— (1866-1943), HRHICELZRVTF, E—F—-FEY
N (Peter Rabbit) Q& #HDH, BENE<HMYEBOELICEBILEEDEE L)L -
Ny (Hill Top Farm), (F&EEICKD. BARERE T3+ - MSXK (the National
Trust) | [CFEIN., SEUFOEEDZTEVWVERETTWS,

[£.29] tourism (E&H) BAE

[£.29] the Lake District : i#i7kitiF, 1> 5> REBEEEAY TYFZIMEAD, 114 EZEDMHED %R
FTRESHENRE. ITFUATHIEFTDOER M T, 1951 ELDENARICIEESIN TV,

[2.32] Loch Ness: ®*Xi#o TAwiy &l # CRKEBKOMA) ZEKIT DAY NIV REE,
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COMPREHENSION

ROFEICDOWT, ZhZHhELWEAEEUVRE S,

1. Which of the following is true of the R.S.P.C.A.?
a. It was founded more than two centuries ago.
b. It receives money from the general public.
c. Itis managed by the British government.

2. How can the popularity of Winnie-the-Pooh and Paddington be compared?
a. Paddington is less famous than Pooh outside Britain.
b. Pooh is not as popular as Paddington in Britain.
c. Unlike Pooh, Paddington is so popular that a station was named after him.

3. Which of the following is NOT true of Beatrix Potter?
a. Her popularity has contributed to the growth of tourism in England.
b. She wrote children’s stories about animals around the planet.
c¢. Her work has been reproduced in many foreign languages.

4. Why is Nessie an ambiguous creature?
a. Because people are unsure if it is real or not.
b. Because few people believe in its existence.
c. Because most people think it is a fictional animal.

SUMMARY

ANDOARICED LIS, BHLEFEEZANTENEZTRSIEL SV,

Britons have a deep affection for animals, animate or inanimate. Supported by

the general public, a charity for animal rights and protection has been (' ) for
over 150 years, and fox hunting was officially banned in 2005. Two well-known (* )
bears, Winnie-the-Pooh and Paddington Bear, are (° ) with Britain. Beatrix
Potter’s books about English countryside animals have been (* ) into many
languages, bringing more tourism to the country. The Loch Ness Monster, or ‘Nessie’,
is another famous animal in Britain, whose existence is still in (° ).

a. active b. factual c. fictional

d. synonymous e. translated f. question
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TUNE IN!

ROSELEME, ZMERD, BRICEAL S, ©co03

Sarah : Do you like animals, Mark?

Mark :  Yes. Just like Lord Byron.

Sarah : The famous poet?

Mark : Yes. He was very (' ) of animals and always had a
collection of them wherever he lived. When I was a child, I had a dog,
two cats and a tortoise.

Sarah : That’s interesting.

Mark : This is even more interesting. When Byron was a student at Cambridge
he wanted to keep a pet dog.

Sarah :  But surely that was G ) the university’s rules, wasn't it?

Mark : Yes. However, they didn’t ban bears, so he kept one as a pet instead.

Sarah :  Really? Did the university (° ) him to do that?

Mark :  Well, they couldn’t do anything about it. The rules didn’t (* )
anything about bears.

Sarah : Imagine that—a pet bear at university. When I was living on campus my

only pet was a (° ) bear!
% Notes Lord Byron (1788-1824) : 4 ¥ U X0 7 L RDFFA

1. How is Mark ust like Lord Byron’?

2. What kind of pet did Lord Byron keep at Cambridge?

WRITE AWAY!

ROBAN%EFHH. () OFOEAEANEZ TRREZTH S L L S,

1. BZFHLL NI LOFY Y T7OTTL, DOSTLVERBES > Ty,

This is ( achievement / arguably / her career / of / spectacular / the most ).

2. AV I AT A= NRFELT YTy VRFIFZE S IEMEBREFEFZTH S,
Oxford University and Cambridge University ( excellence / both / with / are /

academic / synonymous ).




