
Preface
Welcome to On Air. The authors sincerely hope it helps learners listen, communicate and 
provides a positive and enjoyable learning experience. Please take a moment and read the 
information below to familiarize yourself with the book’s content, unit framework and task 
rationale.

Overview
Follow five young people on their journey through college, getting to know them and finding 
out about their experiences, interests, relationships and ambitions. Listen as Amber, Ben, 
Ella, Jay and Gemma discuss their part-time jobs, music, fashion, the environment, each 
other, and more. Then take the opportunity to talk about the same issues, sharing your own 
experiences, ideas and opinions.

Framework & Rationale
First Listening

 Task A A pre-listening task to establish the theme of the unit and introduce useful 
words and phrases.

 Task B A listening task focussing on comprehension of the audio’s general meaning.

Pronunciation Point
Presented in Japanese, this component raises awareness of a critical feature of 
English pronunciation.

 Task C A listening task to draw attention to words and phrases in the audio which 
illustrate the pronunciation point.

 Task D Multiple choice questions aimed at a detailed understanding of the audio.

Speaking Naturally
 Task A A listening and reading task to introduce the model conversation. 

Functional Grammar
Presented in Japanese, this component introduces with reference to the model 
conversation a range of grammatical structures used to perform a similar function.

 Task B A speaking task in which substitute words and phrases are used to modify and 
practice the model conversation.

Strategy
Presented in Japanese, this component introduces a variety of practical 
communication strategies which learners can easily incorporate into their own use of 
English.

Second Listening
 Task A A listening task to ensure comprehension of the audio’s general meaning.

 Task B A listening task usually focussing on the experiences and ideas of the characters 
who appear in the audio.

 Task C A speaking task to give learners the opportunity to share their experiences and 
ideas about issues raised by the characters in the audio.

Quiz
A quiz on a topic related to the unit theme.
















