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Welcome to the Don’t-Divorce-Me Club (©)Cp1-02

TOKYO, Japan (CNN) — In the corner of a small Japanese restaurant, a dozen
dark-suited businessmen gathered at a large table. Smoke hovered over the dinner
and beer disappeared as quickly as it was poured. At first glance, it looked like a
typical Friday night post-work scene played out all over Tokyo’s taverns. But then
5 your eyes stop on a poster-sized sign propped up next to one of the middle-aged

men. It reads:

Three Golden Rules of Love:
+ Thank you (say it without hesitation)
- I am sorry (say it without fear)
10 -+ Ilove you (say it without embarrassment)

The meeting of the “National Chauvinistic Husbands Association” was underway.
Despite its misleading name, it’s a club for husbands who want to change for the
better. In an abrupt about-face from traditional Japanese relationships, the men
are learning how to give their wives more respect. The following is the system of

15 ranking your husbandry in the club:



Rank 1: Love your wife after three years of marriage

Rank 2: Help with the household work

Rank 3: No extramarital affairs, or at least keep it a secret from her
Rank 4: Ladies first

Rank 5: Hold hands with your wife in public

Rank 6: Listen to what your wife has to say carefully and seriously
Rank 7: Solve issues between your wife and your mother

Rank 8: Say thank you without hesitation

Rank 9: Say I'm sorry without fear

Rank 10: Say I love you without embarrassment

The meeting was jovial, but the undercurrent was serious and taken to heart by
the 4,700 members of this Japanese club. They're all acutely aware of a new law
in Japan this year that entitles a wife filing for divorce to claim half her husband’s
company pension. These men say they don’t want to be alone so they’ll change for
their wives.

After the meeting, we followed a young man named Yohei Takayama home.
He'd just been promoted to “Rank 4.” He admitted that “Rank 5,” holding hands
with his wife in public, was not going to be natural or easy.

He and his wife have been married for two years. His wife said he’s been
a member of the club for a year and a half and it’s changed their relationship
dramatically. Namely, she said, he helps more around the house, listens to her
more, and understands she also has a career that exhausts her. What they’re
growing into, she said, is a partnership.

They went grocery shopping, and I noticed he carried the bags and helped her
decide what to buy. As they left the store to go home, he took her hand in his. It
didn’t look like the most natural thing in the world for him, but he was trying. His
wife smiled as they walked home.

dark-suited = wearing dark suits  the “National Chauvinistic Husbands Association” [4[E5
B 2% http:/www.zenteikyou.com/zmain.html  chauvinistic [BHETEHD]  husbandry
o) Kl
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1. The National Chauvinistic Husbands Association is a club for husbands who
want to change [ their wives / themselves .

2. The members are learning how to treat their wives with more [respect /
arrogance |.

3. Saying “I am sorry” to his wife has [ not / always ] been part of a typical
Japanese husband’s tradition.

4. For the men, holding hands with their wives in public seems [ more / less |
difficult than helping with the household work.

5. For the men, saying “I love you” without embarrassment seems [ more / less |
difficult than saying “thank you” without hesitation.

6. Under the new law, a divorced man could be required to pay [ 50% / 25% ] of his
company pension to his ex-wife.

7. Yohei Takayama’s wife believes joining the Association has [ dramatically /
hardly ] changed her husband’s behavior.
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1. What kind of club is the National Chauvinistic Husbands Association?

2. In what way do the members want to change themselves?

3. What does a member need to be able to do in order to be promoted to Rank 2?

4. What is the requirement for Rank 10?

5. What new law was enacted recently?
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: a pause before saying or doing something

: having knowledge of a situation or fact

: likely to make someone believe something that is not true

: occurring outside marriage

: raise someone to a higher position or rank

: sudden and unexpected

: to cause a liquid to flow from a container

® N o ok W b=

: to make someone very tired

misleading abrupt extramarital hesitation
aware promote exhaust pour

@
‘.’ Repeating Practice (0107
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1. Being a woman is a bar to ( ) in many professions.

2. Don’t ( ) to give up your seat to someone who needs it.

3. I was so ( ) that I went to bed immediately.

4. The waiter ( ) some wine for me to taste.

5. My thoughts were ( ) interrupted by a knock on the door.

6. The book increased my ( ) of the problem.

7. The former Prime Minister’s ( ) affair recently hit the
headlines.

8. This mark has ( ) people into believing that recycling this

plastic is feasible.



@
‘.’ Summarizing Practice (©)cD1-08
ROEXXDEH &R S ¥, CD THEIELEL LD,
AZAFEY T YA EICEMICAZELFERB LF. BEARKZNEEE, FERFICEEYTVR

ZETLRL&LD,

N
The National (C ) Husbands Association is a club for
(h ) who are trying to (c ) so that they will
not get (d ). Using a (r ) system, the club
(e ) its members, for example, to hold (h ) with
their wives, to (I ) to their wives more carefully, and to say
“(t ) you,” “I'm (s ). and “I (I )
you,” more often.
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‘.’ Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOUWLT., 5. Strongly agree, 4. Agree, 3. Not sure, 2. Disagree, 1. Strongly disagree %
7=1d. 5. Very like me, 4. Like me, 3. Not sure, 2. Not like me, 1. Not at all like me D Eh b % &
UL &I,
ASHIFHRIBERBRNSIDFDOERESHU. BIARKIERFICENCHUTIAY FLEL &S,

1. | In Japan, women are still treated unfairly. 54321
I sometimes look into my boyfriend/girlfriend’s cell phone to

2. . 54321
check the e-mail records.
Holding hands with my future wife/husband in public would

3. 54321
be very natural to me.
I think Western men treat women with more respect than

4. 54321
Japanese men do.
I think my father should join the National Chauvinistic

5. . 54321
Husbands Association.

6.| I will never cheat on my boyfriend/girlfriend. 54321
If my boyfriend/girlfriend should cheat on me, I don’t want to

7. . 54321
find out about it.
I hate it when people talk about infidelity rather casually. 54321
I know someone who is having an extramarital affair. 54321




