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[ Society and Systems

The Euro—Yes or No?

On January 1st, 2002, twelve European r'
countries adopted the Euro as their official currency.
This single act is seen as being an important step in
bringing Europe closer together than at any time in
history. However, not every country in the European
Union went ahead with the general use of the Euro.
Denmark, Sweden and Great Britain decided to
remain with their original currencies. The reasons
for this differ from country to country, but in FEdef © OReuters
general the people of each of these nations thought that it was too early to be so closely
tied to the rest of Europe.

Resistance against the use of the Euro was particularly strong in Great Britain. The
British public felt that the government was making promises in Europe without them
being consulted. British people have a tendency to be very vocal when they believe the
government is working for self-serving policies instead of for the benefit of its citizens.
They feel that the main role of the government is to protect their interests, not to force
unpopular laws into being without examining the opinions of the public in national
referendums.

Public opinion was so strong that the government finally decided not to adopt the
Euro at the same time as the rest of Europe. But the story does not end there. There is
still a lot of pressure for Britain to join the twelve countries that are already using the
Euro, and the government is currently considering holding a referendum to gauge
public opinion. However, the British public is expected to go against the decision.
Unofficial polls have indicated that approximately 63% of voters are against adopting
the Euro. This, of course, will leave the government with the decision to either alienate
Britain’s European partners by scrapping the idea, or ignore the British public and force
the Euro into use.

So why are the people of Britain so determined to remain isolated in Europe?
Basically, it comes down to pride. The British love to be thought of as unique, and
simply being the member of a group holds no interest for them. They also feel that
losing the traditional pound note will rob them of their identity. As for the British
opinion of the rest of Europe, Sir Winston Churchill said it all: *“... with Europe, but not
of it. We are linked but not combined. We are interested and associated, but not
absorbed.”

Throughout this book, I have concentrated on emphasizing the way British people
think in order to enhance your knowledge of the British mentality. Use it well to
enhance not only your language skills, but also to receive a direct line into the British
mind. (443 words)
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currency : @&, ([RATEIME : circulation)

general : —W7, LEED, ZREMEDHD (© particular : EBID)

people : EEINGHE DD, EEohEald T—MAR] (cf. ctizen)

nation : THEMO [H]

t00: [BHFEWICE~] ENDRBICESHNBETICEZDEL L\ AEIZ EYISORW] THY, [HF
W, BE, SR, =H50] BEDZ1 T RERRLET,

Blaglfas, FNEMDEFIC, “I'm too tired...” [RNTLDDT... (=PHTHEET)] 5o/

Y, TZ2BETHEEFNAZERT “He is too good...” [EDTCEFITED (=3RUESIDIIPHT
BZI)] ENWDZEERTAEE, HENICAWSONDZ EAZ),

vocal : ¥ FELLERTD

citizen : Efs - TREZEL DA% (© alien)

referendum : ERHBE

gauge : 5 - ¥IKI9 D

expect : ([HR~EHD] EWDOBRKEKT, RIMBETLENEETD) BEFTD

alienate : ~%2zIZ9D, BITD

unique : fRICEEEAEL, ZOHEICTDERL, BED
*IENEBEFE LI, very ¥ most TEMSNT, F/LEBROERtHY) A, MBRIFIZ—07%
Z%25%9 2] I3 He has a different way of thinking from others. EXRIBT2DHNNNTL &£ D,

of : 2R - Bl HRE. IFLOHNSEALE—RELTNDIEAFIRETD (D8 2#RIRT DEIBH,

@i->THZH

(1—0]  BIGESEU25 7 EO 9 b, 127 EFSML TWw Ll EAL, TR O MK & SHH O
REAEANE LTV E ¥, FRICEE IR EICSE B 71 2% n, ) R HEiciE
FHEFEO T A DR ENTWE T, MOENATL 2 CIEE 422 TRER IS
NEFHEAPET, LTOUERTYT, T—aENOESLIHEICRD, ERMRELER
ETE o> TR EDHEE 5 Z P ENTwE T, 2—0Dil5iE, 77
7Ry FOCIZZERDOPATHE (BEWEDA A=) DHILNFEHMNR S D12k > Tw
9, 2N, “Burope” O YTEZESE, ¥V 7XTFOALTyarrber
FEEZLDTY,

(A FURADRE] BEOLLIREDAF) AAD, BRI -0 v SATHL eV L) LE#RE
BbHtobetniweBbhIEd, BroifERTH S L) iZikinmd, 3—av
INKBEZZT EEVERE D L D I3iEE U TR E OBRERILT 5 [ 4ZF 0K
T BEIRT HEAD D) T3 [FINRILIESE DS ZNZICEERCBHE, TAT Y T4
TA =% FoCIFERTLLD] L) Ty F v —HEMHOSEIRMIZENEE
LCTwEd,

F72, KEEI -0 v /) STRTFIEDO S 5 HiFFEEAAL L %2\ & L — a0 OFifEASFED &
NT, Z-HRICHE-oTLE)ILVIBRENHL L) TT, AFY AEFTMC LTS
72D, ME LB WHEP VW E W) FitE A ) ABFIZVEE TR TEE L7,
—HT, BHE G727V TIEL—EAIENREEOF L TWET A, ELb 1 F1)
ANDEFHE I ZICRL I EBHREE T,
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Exercises

Kl DICTATION: Fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

1. British people become displeased if they think the is making
important decisions without asking their .
2. It is that more than sixty percent of voters are against
the Euro.

1 MULTIPLE CHOICES: Choose the best answer to each question.

1. Which members of the European Union did not adopt the Euro on January 1st, 2002?
a. Twelve European nations.
b. Denmark, Sweden and Great Britain.
c. Three members of the European Union.

2. What do British people feel the main role of the government is?
a. To force through unpopular laws while examining public opinion.
b. To work for self-serving policies while protecting public interest.
c. To protect public interest while working for the benefit of the people.

3. Why are British people so determined to remain separated from Europe?
a. Because the Euro makes them feel proud.
b. Because they prefer to hold onto the traditions that makes them feel unique and proud.
c. Because being a member of a group holds more interest than individuality.

El OUTLINE: Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words.
P AFYADBEEIZOWTOLEEFALRH S, ZEFNHT 5958, L2372 ANTALIL &),

AFURDOBE&HMF, RVR(C O )TY. COBEDELSF, BXFDP TIEH
< ( ® )TY. ZORETLETIEAO—VERD [RYRo 2] T, HEHEFROM
B% [BX] (S7VED [UJS]) TRLUTWECEICHFRUET, IR1E, 4BFEOMKE (50,
20, 10, BARVR) LB8FEDEENEITRELCVEYT., BEICF, 2RU 1RV K, 50, 20,
10, 5, 2XVR( ® ), IRZT—HHDOFEYT, 2TORMBEBEORAICTU YRR 2
HC @ HDOEGEIEINTVET,

PRYZRETRI=( ® HEFXIFETHEHRE UTHSN, FICBERFTHK CERTSE
TV, AT EEAEATETFO>TVEFTT, 20NV X4 VIFIHRXDEEIRFTHE D
parking meterOSTEM(CHE>TVD T ENE L, BEHRFHAISIFOTCVOEETY, /e,
JECR0RY RALZH T EXKIBEETANDZEBLITENUVUTCEF T .. CNIF, LLDBRER
O ® HIPHBEITVWDCEZRULTWVET,
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