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Chapter 1
Roman Holida

Arethusa arose
From her couch of snows
In the Acroceraunian Mountains
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. confining: limiting, restraining

. exclusive: published report for only one newspaper or TV news program
. hospitality: friendliness toward visitors

. deceitfulness: telling lies

. serious overtones: something serious that is noticeable but not obvious
. entourage: people who accompany someone important
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() Princess Ann desires to live a regal life.

() Ann escapes for a little while from her confining world.

() After discovering Ann’s identity, Joe Bradley helps her in order to
get an exclusive story.

4. ( ) Joe and Ann begin to fall in love with each other.

) Irving Radovitch persuades Joe to kill the story about the princess.

6. () Ann returns because of her sense of obligation to her country.
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READING

Roman Holiday tells the story of Princess Ann who escapes for one day to expe-
rience life as an ordinary person in the city of Rome. She is a young modern
woman trapped in a confining old-fashioned world. She expresses her desire to
live a more liberated life. “I’'m not two hundred years old,” she complains one
night before her bedtime to her lady-in-waiting.

On that night after she has run away, Joe Bradley, an American news
reporter, discovers her asleep on a stone bench. Unable to get her to tell him
where she lives, he takes her to his apartment.

The following morning Joe discovers her true identity at his newspaper



office. He tells his boss that he can get an exclusive interview with the princess.
When he returns to his apartment, she thanks him for his hospitality and
embarks on her adventure as a commoner in the Eternal City. Close on her
heels, he pretends to bump into her by chance. Then he suggests that they take

a holiday together. They meet up with his friend Irving Radovitch, a news pho- 5
tographer, and the three of them take a tour of the city.

In one misadventure, Joe and Ann lose control of their motor scooter and
the police arrest them. Joe explains that they were on their way to church to get
married. After the police let them go, Ann brags about her own deceitfulness.

“I’m a good liar, too, aren’t I, Mr. Bradley?” 10

“The best I ever met,” Joe replies.

From this point, the film takes on serious overtones. Both know they
have been lying to each other about their true identities. And both are starting
to fall in love with each other. Ann painfully realizes that she must return to
her life as princess because of her obligations to her family and her country. Joe 15
sadly accepts that reality as well. Overriding Irving’s objections, he decides to
keep her escapades in Rome from becoming big news headlines.

In the final scene at the press conference, Princess Ann expresses her
feelings toward Joe in guarded language. The conference finally draws to a
close. She and her entourage walk toward the door leading back to her life as a 20
princess. But before going through, she turns and takes one final look at Joe.

Joe is left alone with only his memories of Ann and of their carefree
Roman Holiday.
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Princess Ann grows tired of all the ceremonies and parties she must attend. She
prefers to lead a less 1 life. She complains that she is not 2

When she is alone, she escapes and runs into the city but she falls asleep. Joe
Bradley discovers her and takes her to his apartment. The following morning at

work, Joe learns her 3 identity. He pretends to be a businessman and
4 her on a tour of Rome. Toward the end of the day, Ann feels she must

return. However, she has a 5 . She has fallen in love with Joe. She
makes the 6 decision to return.

1. a.delightful b. gratifying c. regulated d. belittling

2. a.aninvalid b. a carefree person

c. an old woman d. a lazy princess

3. a.fictitious b. pseudonym  c. delightful d. real

4. a.demands b. accompanies c. belittles d. avers

5. a.gift b. benevolence c. confidence d. conflict

6. a.painful b. egregious c. irresponsible d. affirmative

Arethusa

1
Arethusa arose
From her couch of snows
In the Acroceraunian Mountains, —
From cloud and from crag,
With many a jag,
Shepherding her bright fountains.
She leapt down the rocks
With her rainbow locks
Streaming among the streams; —
Her steps paved with green
The downward ravine
Which slopes to the western gleams;
And gliding and springing
She went, ever singing,
In murmurs as soft as sleep;
The earth seemed to love her,
And heaven smiled above her,
As she lingered towards the deep.

— Percy Bysshe Shelley
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