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Unit 1
Volunteer

(C) 2000 Warner Bros.

BAANCZEERS VT « PREEBHDRTTODDD FHRIEAEIICRARS VT « PICE
DR VDIED DD BRBABKBREERICIZDADRI Y T4 PELT
BCEHOICK DI - -

Vocabulary

ROBAZEERTEEEZ. TO@Q~O)PS5EUVEIV, ZhBIEZhPrS5HEAXICE

HBLET,

(1) #f& ( a ) disaster
(2) KiBs ( b ) survey

(3) BT ( ¢ ) Utopian
(4 ) #HEIMD ( d ) devotion
(5 ) my ( e ) hesitate
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It is often said that the Japanese people lack volunteer spirit, when com-
pared to the volunteer nature of Europeans and Americans. However, many
surveys say that the conclusion is not always the true case. Great numbers of
Japanese people say that they have an interest in volunteering. They just
don’t know where and how they should engage in volunteer activity. Even
those who know how and where sometimes hesitate to start volunteering.
They worry about how long they can work on volunteering.

1995 has been called “The First Year of the Volunteer Era in Japan.”
That was the year when The Great Hanshin Earthquake occurred. Nearly
135,000 people from all around the country rushed to the scene of the disas-
ter. Not only did many people, take several days off from work or school, but
also a variety of volunteer groups, such as religious organizations, medical
teams, and architect groups went to help survivors. At the end, the total
number of Japanese who engaged in it amounted to about 140 million. That
was the moment when many Japanese realized the power of the pure volun-
teer spirit.

Pay It Forward is one of the recent movies that can show us the impor-
tance of the volunteer spirit. This is a story of an eleven-year-old boy named
Trevor McKinney who comes up with a Utopian idea as an extra-credit
project for school. In order to broaden students’ viewpoints, a history teacher
named Eugene Simenot assigns the class to think of an idea that will change
the world. Inspired by his teacher, Trevor suggests an amazing idea: if a
person benefits from someone else’s good intention, he or she should “pay it
forward” to three other people, instead of paying it back to just the person who
helped originally.

As his first attempt, Trevor invites a homeless man to his house and
gives him food and clothes. Hoping he will make a comeback to normal life,
Trevor even spends all his savings on him. Then Trevor tries to fix his alco-
holic mother up with his teacher, Simenot. Although Trevor’s attempts do
not go well at first, his sincere devotion to help others move forward greatly
affects his surroundings. Trevor’s act reminds us of the power of the pure
volunteer spirit. At the end of the movie, while Trevor feels all his efforts have
ended in failure, his last “pay it forward” act spreads in various places. Even
though each person’s voluntary act can be very small, when we start to act
together, we can make a difference. Only then is it possible for us to make big
changes for the better. Pay It Forward reminds us of a goal.

8 Every Movie Tells a Story
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Comprehension Check
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Writing Test
(1) ROEXFOZEMIAARNICED & ICHEEEANL SN,

(a) &E»SEL > ERERT — 2205, PLREERSGICEYL 72,

High school baseball teams from ( ) ( ) ( )
( ) lined up at Koshien Stadium.

(b)) E, A—VEEDLMLD YIS, EHELIZEVITP > TR,
He came over to see me in person, ( ) ( ) sending

me an e-mail.
(2) KD ( ) ADERAEENEZ THANIZED LD BEEXIZLE &L,

COTFTLEFRMER T, BRI THOEE BV L7,
(of / program / my / me / TV / childhood / this / reminded).

% E [ &
(1) ROSECOWTIHRR S,
( a ) volunteer DZEJF
( b ) NPO
( ¢ ) NGO
( 2) BRIZERT VT A TOREDD B0, KERE 7V —TTERHELEVLRI WV, $72, b

L b &% 7200 F NN DOTrevor E[F L7 7 ATHILUL, £ED X 7% “change the
world” D% EZ H7125 9 Ho

[

| 20024 7 BICBRSEDLRME TH DPAREEESE BOEDEH - ARFBHICO
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| OBECIALAEBRENTOBDT.COBSBIEIRS YT« PSEHADBIAEBEE VS
| B TT>EVSEBELTERUNBY BTTELNTHEBECEENLI-<TH
I\ TEROBBEN S . CLAEDBEEDPEEREDI P> TENTHN SHROBEERBS T
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