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Reflecting on the Whole Article
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1. Give one example of how the members of Luddite Club spend time at

2. What criticisms do the club members sometimes receive?

3. How does Logan's father explain the parents’ perspectives of their ch|
phones?
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Stand

Have you ever made a stand? Perhaps you have disagreed strongly with your classmates,
or even taken part in a demonstration. If you haven’t, then why haven’t you?

Vocabulary ROFENEZ DT I) A LELE Yo RAGEIIRT TEKRZMHERL

ortin .

S ¢ Li9o
civil rights march win bronze get chills pivotal moment
in the eye of the storm under the radar boycott assassination
Olympic podium sharecropper boo regarded as traitors
hold 11 records concurrently followed suit shun sporting potential

African American Sport Negative §ction / Metaphor

experience emotion
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ordsin
Context

Martin Luther King was a key figure in the 1.

ARMETETE

of the 1960s. A 2 occurred when a black woman
ECHEELHM

named Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat for a white woman, and many others soon

3. . Black people were outraged and began a boycott of the buses,
which they 4 o in large numbers. As a prominent figure in the civil
rights movement, King was alwayf?-t . Some people
still 6- when they remember King's tragic 7- - .
Z>E75 iR
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Reading the Article © D203

‘People shunned me like hot lava’: the runner who
raised his fist and risked his life

1 Tommie Smith still gets chills when he hears the opening bars of The Star Spangled
Banner. It takes him right back to that night in October 1968 when he stood on the Olympic
podium in Mexico City, wearing his gold medal, and made the raised-fist salute that has
defined his life. In the months leading up to the Olympics, he had been receiving death
threats. Two weeks before, Mexican police had fired into a crowd of student protesters,
killing as many as 300 people. Martin Luther King had been assassinated just six months
earlier. So there was a real possibility that somebody in the stadium might try to shoot
him or his team-mate John Carlos, who was making the salute beside him after winning

bronze.

2 Sports and politics are once more in the eye of the storm, but Smith’s life shows how

Ch 6. The Runner Who Took a Stand
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inseparable the two have always been, especially for a Black man who grew up in the
U.S. after the second world war. For Smith, the two were fused together permanently one
weekend in March 1965. At an athletics meet on a Saturday, Smith broke his first world
records — for the 200m and 220 yards (simultaneously as the track had two finish lines).
He then went to join, part-way along, his first civil rights march, a 45-mile walk from San
Jose to San Francisco calling for equal educational opportunities. It was a pivotal moment
for him. “We were one of the first student marches for a good cause in the history of the
United States,” he says. “We were booed by the cars passing. Things were thrown at us”
They arrived in San Francisco, Smith having walked 30 miles, on Sunday evening.

©) cp2-04
3 Smith credits his hard childhood for his athletic ability. In effect, his training began
as soon as he could walk, and work. He was the seventh of 14 siblings, two of whom
died, in a poor family in rural Texas. As with most Black families in the area, they were
sharecroppers — working land owned by white people, who took most of the profits. In
the Jim Crow south, Smith barely ever saw any white people, he says, or any other people
at all; the nearest neighbours were several miles away. The whole family worked in the

cotton fields and lived in a leaky wooden house.

4 At high school, Smiths sporting potential shone through — that earned him a
scholarship to San Jose State University, where he studied sociology. Smith was learning
African American history, even as the civil rights movement was writing a new chapter
of it. This was the era of the March on Washington; Martin Luther King’s Birmingham
protests; the Alabama church bombings, in which four young Black girls were killed by
the Ku Klux Klan; the assassination of Malcolm X. African Americans were standing up,
and being beaten down. Smith felt he needed to act. “I read sociology, but I didn't do
sociology;” he says. “I realised that reading was not good enough. You got to lay that book
down and apply to the system what you learned in the book that the system wrote. And a

lot of time it wasn’t Black folks that wrote it; it was other cultures that wrote it”

5 At the same time, Smith was going from strength to strength on the track: the Usain
Bolt of his day. Tall, rangy and well trained, he dominated men’s sprinting. In 1968, he held
11 world records concurrently, across 200m and 400m. There was little question he would
be on the U.S. Olympics team for Mexico 1968.

©) cp2-05

6 The year before, African American athletes had discussed boycotting the Olympics. In

October 1967, the activist and academic Harry Edwards formed what became the Olympic
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Project for Human Rights (OPHR), along with Smith, Carlos and the 400m runner Lee
Evans (all four were at San Jose State). The goal was human rights, Smith stresses, not
Black power. The OPHR had a set of demands: that apartheid South Africa and Rhodesia
be excluded; that Muhammad Ali’s world heavyweight boxing title, removed as punishment
for his stance against the Vietnam war, be reinstated; and that more African American

coaches be hired.

7 On the podium, Smith and Carlos’ clothes carried important symbolism. They only had
one pair of gloves between them; Smith and Carlos’ right hand signified “the power within
Black America,” he told reporters at the time, while Carlos’s left hand stood for “Black
unity.” The black scarf around Smith’s neck stood for Black pride. They wore black socks
without shoes to symbolise “Black poverty in racist America.” Carlos’s bead necklace was
for the lynchings of Black Americans. In addition, Smith, Carlos and the silver medallist,

the Australian Peter Norman, all wore OPHR badges.

8 Most of (white) America regarded them as traitors. “When I came back to California,
people shunned me like I was hot lava,” Smith says. “I had a young son and a wife and I
had to work, but the only jobs I could find were, like, washing cars. Had I been a white
guy who held 11 world records, I believe no matter what I would have done in Mexico
City or in the Olympic Games, I would have had some backing”

© cp2-06

9 During the 70s, Smith went under the radar. He finished his final year of college, then
played football for the Cincinnati Bengals for a couple of seasons, before moving into
teaching and athletics coaching, first at Oberlin College, near Cleveland, then in Santa
Monica. Over the decades, his moral stand came to be recognised and celebrated. The
image of Smith and Carlos on the podium is now part of civil rights history — reproduced
on T-shirts and posters, recreated in music videos, commemorated in statues and murals,

chronicled in documentaries.

10 In 2016, by way of a belated apology, they were invited to be Olympic ambassadors
for the U.S. team in Rio. After the games, President Obama honoured them at the White
House. “Their powerful silent protest in the 1968 Games was controversial, but it woke

folks up and created greater opportunity for those that followed,” he said.

11 Perhaps Smith’s greatest vindication is that he set a powerful example for other

sportspeople to use their platforms. The obvious parallel is Colin Kaepernick, whose
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decision to kneel during the national anthem in 2016 to highlight police racism caused

75 similar controversy, and fed into the momentous Black Lives Matter movement. Other

leading sportspeople have followed suit: Serena Williams, Lewis Hamilton, LeBron James

and Naomi Osaka, not to mention England’s national football team.

12 “Sports and politics, in my terminology of moving forward and the truth, have always

been a part of each other,” Smith continues. “I didn't wear red, white and blue because

8o theyre my favourite colours. You don't sing the national anthem because it has a cool beat”
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1,133 words
By Steve Rose, Oct. 14, 2021, The Guardian
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1. The Mexican police once fired into the crowd at an athletics event that Smith attended.
[ ]

2. Smith became athletic by regularly walking 30 miles an evening. [ ]
3. Smith lived in Jim Crow’s household far from any neighbors. [ ]

4. Smith founded the Olympic Project for Human Rights after the Mexico Olympics.
[ ]

5. Movements such as Black Lives Matter were indirectly influenced by Tommie Smith.

[ ]

ROZITHELTEZTL & Do

uestion &
Answer

1. How did Smith’s family make a living in Texas?

2. According to Smith, how might responses to what he did at the Olympics have been

different if he were a white athlete?

3. What influence has Smith’s action had on today’s leading sportspeople?
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Tommie Smith took a stand for racism when he made a raised-fist salute on the winners’
podium in Mexico City. He was very bravery to do this in a dangerous political climate.
Smith had grown up in poverty, but he managed to win a scholarship to a university. After
great succeed at the 1968 Olympics, people shunned him because to his political stance. He
then played football and went into academia. His image in the podium is now a part of civil

rights history and he is a respected role model.
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Reflecting on the Whole Article
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Tommie Smith still gets chills when he hears the opening bars of The Star
Spangled Banner.

Paragraphs ' 1 — 2

@ Why does the sound of The Star Spangled Banner still give Tommie Smith chills?

RAIZEDOHE — DR, 7R — MOFHERATE. 2 RIEES D RIS
Paragraphs |3 — 5 KETRAEZE

“I read sociology, but I didn’t do sociology” (Tommie Smith)

@ What does Smith mean by this?

OPHR DKL, tpeMFF=F Y By I TOHZEIEE
Paragraphs 6 — 8
On the podium, Smith and Carlos’ clothes carried important symbolism.

Smith and Carlos place great importance on symbolism. Explain why Smith felt the need to
display symbolism.

Rz R TROONIAIRKDOYE, BREDTRY —FEADRZE

“Their powerful silent protest in the 1968 Games was controversial, but it woke
folks up and created greater opportunity for those that followed” (President Obama)

Paragraphs |9 — 12

@ What opportunities do you think President Obama was referring to?




Discussing the Issues
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Comment

~
V( TY, 9 hours ago

As a track athlete who is studying at university, | have great admiration for Tommie
Smith. | think students should follow his example and take a stand also. | personally
admire Colin Kaepernick protesting by refusing to stand when singing the national
anthem before the big game.

J

-

tonystoke, 4 hours ago
| agree that it is important to take a stand against racism, but | also believe sport
should be kept out of politics. 'm not sure if displaying messages of protest in sports
matches, like Naomi Osaka does with her tennis wear, is a good thing to do. D
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